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IT  is  already  known  fo  nittny^  that  Dr.  Frani^ 
^Hn  amufed  kimfelf^  towards  the  chfe  of  his  life^ 
with  writing  memoirs  of  his  own  hijiory  j  which 
are  brought  down  only  to  the  year  iJSJ* 

Thejiyle  ofthefe  memoirs  is  uncommonly  plea f- 
ing.  Thejiory  is  told  with  the  moji  unrefervcd 
fmceriiy^  and  without  any  falfs  colouring  or  oriia- 
ment.  ^  We  fee  ^  in  every  page^  that  the  author  ex- 
amined his  fuhjed  with  the  eye  of  a  mafier^  and 
related  no  incidents  ^  the  f prints  and  origin  of  which 
he  did  not  perfectly  underfiand.  It  is  this  that 
gives  fuch  exquifite  and  uncommon  perfpicuity  to 
the  detail  and  delight  in  the  review. 

Dr.  Franklin  was  born  at  Bofiotiy  in  Ne-w^ 
England f  January  6y  1 70^*  T^ke  high  rank 
he  fuflained  in  the  literary  worlds  induced  the 
l^ational  Jffembly  of  France  to  go  in  mourning  for 
him.  His  integrity  as  a  man  ;  and  his  abilities 
as  a  Statefman  fecured  the  mofi  diflinguifhed  hon* 
ours  from  Congress^  and  refpecl  to  his  memory^  by 
the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  }  where  he  died^ 
April  17,  17900 

The  account  which  he  has  left  of  his  life  wilt 

fhow^     in    a  firiking    example^    howy   by  taU 

^ents^  indufiry^  and  integrity^  he  rofe  from  obfcu^ 

rity  to  the  firfi  eminence  and  confequence  in  the 

world  J  and  mufi  prove  an  inducement  to  the  rif* 

ing  generation^  to  "  go  and  do  likewife/' 

TEE  FUBLISHER. 
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IJFE  OF 
VR.  BENJAMIN  IRANKLim 

\ 

1  HAVE  amufed  myfelf  with 
eollefting  fome  little  anecdotes  of  my  family. 
You  may  remember  Ihe  inquiries  I  made, 
•when  you  were  with  me  in  England,  among 
fuch  of  my  relations  as  were  then  living  ;  and 
the  journey  I  undertook  for  that  purpofe*  To 
be  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  my  par- 
entage and  life,  many  of  which  are  unknown 
to  you,  I  flatter  myfelf,  will  afford  the  fame 
pleafure  to  you  as  to  me*  I  ftiall  relate  them 
upon  paper  ;  it  will  be  an  agreeable  employ- 
ment of  a  week^s  uninterrupted  leifure,  which 
I  promife  myfelf  during  myprefent  retirement 
in  the  country.  There  are  alfo  other  motives 
which  induce  me  to  the  undertaking.  From 
the  bofom  of  poverty  and  obfcurity,  in  which  I 
drew  my  firft  breath  and  fpent  my  earlieft 
years,  I  have  raifed  myfelf  to  a  ftate  of  opu- 
lence and  to  fome  degree  of  celebrity  in  the 
world.  A  conflant  good  fortune  has  attend- 
ed me  through  every  period  of  life,  to  my  pref- 
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cnt  advanced  age  ;  and  my  dcfcendanfs  may 
be  defirous  of  learning  what  were  the  means  of 
which  I  made  ufe,  and  which^  thanks  to  the 
ailifting  hand  of  Piovidence,  hath  proved  fo 
eminently  fliccefsful.  They  may  alfo,  fhould 
they  ever  be  placed  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  de- 
rive fome  advantage  from  my  narrative. 

When  I  refle££,  as  I  frequently  do,  upon  the 
felicity  I  have  enjoyed,  I  fometimes  fay  to  my- 
felf,  that,  were  the  offer  made  me,  I  would  en- 
gage to  run  again,  from,  beginning  to  end,  the^ 
fame  career  of  life.  All  I  would  afk  fhouM^ 
be  the  privilege  of  an  author,  to  correfl:,  in  a 
fecond  edition,  certain  errors  of  the  firft.  I 
could  wilh,  likewife,  if  it  were  in  my  power, 
to  change  fome  trivial  incidents  and' events  for 
others  more  favourable.  Were  this  however 
denied  me,  ftill  would  I  not  decliDe  the  offer. 
But  fince  a  repetition  of  life  cannot  take  place, 
there  is  nothing  which,  in  my  opinion,  fo  near- 
ly refembles  it,  as  to  call  to  mind  all  its  circum- 
fiances,  and  to  render  their  remembrance  more 
durable,  commit  them  to  writing.  By  thus 
employing  myfelf^  I  fhall  yield  to  the  inclina- 
tion fo  natural  to  old  men,  to  talk  of  them- 
felves  and  their  exploits,  and  may  freely  foU 
low  my  bent,  without  being  tiriefo me  to  thofe,? 
who,  from  refpeft  to  my  age,  might  think 
themfelves  obliged  to  liften  to  me  ;  as  they 
will  be  at  liberty  to  read  rhe  or  not,  as  they 
pleafe.  In  fine,  (and  I  may  well  avow  it,  fince 
nobody  would  believe  me  were  I  to  deny  it,) 
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I  fhall  perhaps,  by.  this  employment  gratify  my 
vanity.     Scarcely  indeed  have  I  ever  heard  or 
read  the  introdudory  phrafe,  "  /  may  fay  with'- 
out  vanity^^^  but  fome  ftriking  and  charaderif- 
tic  inftance  of  vanity  has  immediately  follow- 
..ed.     1  he   generality  of  men  hate  vanity  in 
others,  however  ftrongly  they  my  be  tinftured 
with  it  themfelves  ;  for  myfelf,  I   pay  obei- 
fance  to  it  wherever  I  meet  with  it,  perfuaded 
that  it  is  advantageous,  as  well  to  the  individ- 
ual whom  it  governs,  as  to  thofe  who  are  with- 
in the  fphere  of  its  influence.     Of  confequence, 
h  would,  in  many  cafes,  not  be  wholly  abfurd, 
that  a  man  fliould  count  his  vanity  among  the 
other  fweets  of  life,  and  give  thanks  to  Provi- 
dence for  the  blefling. 

And  here  let  me  with  all  humility  acknowl- 
edge, that  to  Divine  Providence  I  am  indebted 
for  the  felicity  I  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  It  is 
that  power  alone  which  has  furnifhed  me  with 
the  means  I  have  employed,  and  that  has 
crowned  them  with  fuccefs.  My  faith  in  this 
refpeO:  leads  me  to  hope,* though  I  cannot 
.count  upon  it,  that  the  divine  goodnefs  wil 
ftill  be  exercifed  towards  me,  either  by  pro» 
longing  the  duration  of  my  happinefs  to  th-t 
dole  of  life,  or  by  giving  me  fortitude  to  fup- 
port  any  melancholy  reverfe,  which  may  hap- 
pen to  me,  as  to  fo  many  others.  My  future 
fortune  is  unknown  but  to  Him  in  whofe  hand 
is  our  deftiny,  and  who  can  make  our  very  af* 
flidions  fubfervient  to  our  benefit. 
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One  of  my  uncles,  defirous,  like  myfelf,  of 
collefting  anecdotes  of  our  family,  gave  me 
fome  notes  from  which  I  have  derived  many 
particulars  refpe^ing  our  anceftors.  From, 
thefe  I  learn,  that  they  had  lived  in  the  fame 
village  (Eaton  in  Northamptonfhire)  upon  a 
freehold  of  about  thirty  acres,  for  the  fpace  at 
leafl;  of  three  hundred  years.  How  long  they 
had  refided  there  prior  to  that  period,  my  uncle 
had  been  unable  to  difcover  ;  probably  ever 
fmce  the  inftitution  offurnames,  when  they 
took  the  appellation  of  Franklin  ;  which  had 
formerly  been  the  name  of  a  particufar  order 
of  individuals.* 

This  pretty  eftate  would  not  have  fufficed 
for  their  fubfiftence,  had  they  not  added  the 
trade  of  blackfmith,  which  was  perpetuated  in 

NOTE.  ^ 

*  As  a  proof  that  Franklin  was  anciently  the  comnaon 
name  of  an  order  or  rank  in  England,  see  Judge  Fortes- 
cue,  De  laudibus  legum  Anglice^  written  about  the  year 
1412,  in  which  is  the  following  passage,  to  shew  that 
good  juries  might  easily  be  formed  in  any  part  of  Eng-' 
l^nd  : 

*'  Regto  ctiam  illa^  ita  resfiersa  refertaque  f^^  pbssesso* 
ribus  tcrrarum  et  agrorum,  quod  in  ea,  villula  tarn  fiarva 
refieriri  non  poteritj  in  qua  non  est  miles,  armiger,  vet 
fiater-JamiliaBy  qualis  ibidem  Franklin  vulgaritur  nun^ 
eu/iatuvy  ?nagnis  ditatus  fiosseseionibus,  nee  7ion  liber e^ 
tenentes  at  alii  valecti  /ilurimij  niis  fiatrimoniis  eufficien^ 
tesy  ad/aciandum  juratam^  in/orma  fircenotata,^' 

"  Moreover,  the  same  country  is  so  filled  and  replen* 
ished  with  landed  nienne,  that  therein  so  small  a  thorp;^ 
cannot  b^  found  wherein  dwelleth  not  a  knight,  an  es* 
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the  family  down  to  my  uncle's  time,  the  eld- 
ed fon  having  been  uniformly  brought  up  to 
this  employment  ;  a  cuftom  which  both  he 
and  my  father  obferved  with  refpe6t  to  their 
eldeft  fons. 

In  the  refearches  I  made  at  Eaton,  I  found 
t\o  account  of  their  births,  marriages,  and 
deaths,  earlier  than  in  the  year  iS'SS'y  ^^^ 
parifh  regifter  not  extending  farther  back  than 
that  period.  This  regifter  informed  me,  that 
I  was  the  youngeft  fon  of  the  youngeft  branch 
of  the  family,  counting  five  generations.  My 
grandfather,  Thomas,  who  was  born^  in  1598, 
living  at  Eaton  till  he  was  too  old  to  continue 
his  trade,  when  he  retired  to  Banbury,  in  Ox- 
fordfhire,  where  his  fon  John,  who  was  a  dy- 
er,.refided,a5d  with  whom  my  father  was  ap- 
prenticed. He  died,  and  was  buried  there  ; 
we  faw  his  monument  1^1758.      His  eldeft 

quirev  or  sucli  a  householder  as  is  there  commonly  call- 
ed a  Ftanktiriy  enriched  with  great  possessions  ;  and  ul» 
so  other  freeholders  and  many  yeoman,  able  for  their 
livelihoods  to  make  a  jury  in  form  aforementioned.** 

Old  Translation^ 
Chaucer  too  calls  his  country  gentleman  a  Franklin, 
and,  after  describing  his  good  housekeeping,  thus  char- 
acterises him. 

This  nmrthy  Franklin  bore  afiUrBe  ofnUc^ 
Fix^d  to  his  girdle^  white  an  morning  milk, 
'  Knight  of  the  shife^  fir st  j Untie e  at  the  assize ^ 
To  helfi  the  floor y  the  doubtful  to  advice. 
In  all  emfdoymentSy  generous,  just  he  prov^d^ 
MenQwn'd  for  court esy,  by  all  belov^-d* 
A  2^ 
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fan  Ihred  in  the  family  houfe  at  Eaton,  which 
he  bequeathed,  with  the  land  belonging  to  it, 
to  his  only  da:ughter,  who,  in  concert  with  her 
hafband,  Mr.  Fiflier,  of  Wellingborough,  af- 
terwards fold  it  to  Mr.  Efted,  the  pi  efent  pro^ 
prietor. 

My  grandfather  had  four  furviving  fons, 
Thomas,  John,  Benjamin,  and  Jofias.  I  Ihali 
give  yon  fuch  particulars  of  them  as  my  mem- 
ory w^ill  furnifh,  not  having  my  papers  here, 
in  which  you  will  find  a  more  minute  account 
if  they  are  not  loft  during  my  abfence.. 

Thomas  had  learned  the  trade  of  blackfmith 
under  his  father  ;  but  poffeffing  a  good  natu- 
ral underftanding,  he  improved  it  by  ftudy,  at 
the  folicitation  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Palmer,  who  was  at  that  time  the  principal  in- 
habitant of  the  village,  and  who  encouraged 
in  like  manner  all  my  uncles  to  improve  their 
minds.  Thomas  thus  rendered  hi mfelf  com- 
petent to  the  funftions  of  a  country  attorney  y 
foon  became  an  effential  perfonage  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  village  ;  and  was  one  of  the  chief 
movers  of  every  public  enterprife,  as  well  rel- 
ative to  the  county,  as  the  town  of  Northamp- 
ton. A  variety  of  remarkable  incidents  were 
told  us  of  him  at  Eaton.  After  enjoying  the 
eftecm  and  patronage  of  Lord  Halifax,  he  di- 
ed January  6,  1703,  precifely  four  years  before 
1  was  born.  The  recital  that  was  made  us  of 
his  life  and  charafter,  by  fomc  aged  perfons  of 
the  village,  ftruck  you  I  remember,  as  extra?; 


FRANKLTN^S  LIFE.  12 


ordinary,  from  its  analogy  to  what  you  knew 
of  myfelf.  "  Had  he  died/'  faid  you,  '*  jufi: 
four  years  later,  one  might  have  fuppofed  a 
tranfmigration  of  fouk/' 

John,  to  the  beft  of  my  belief,  was  brought 
up  to  the  trade  of  a  wool-dyer. 

Benjamin  ferved  his  apprenticefliip  in  Lon- 
•  don  to  a  filk-dyer.  He  was  an  induftrious 
man  ;  I  remember  him  well  ;  for,  while  I; 
was  a  child,  he  joined  my  father  at  Bofton^ 
and  lived  for  fome  years  in  the  houfe  with  us. 
A  particular  affection  had  always  fubfifted  be- 
tween my  father  and  him,  and  I  was  his  god- 
fbn.  He  arrived  to  a  great  age.  He  left  be- 
hind him  two  quarto  volumes  of  poems  in  man- 
ufcript,  confifting  of  little  fugitive  pieces  ad- 
dreffed  to  his  friends^  H-e  had  invented  a 
fhort-hand,  which  he  taught  me,  but  having 
never  made  ufe  of  it,  I  have  now  forgotten  it,. 
He  was  a  man  of  piety,  and  a  conftant  attend- 
ant on  the  beft  preachers,  whofe  fermons  he 
took  a  pleafure  in  writing  down  according  to 
the  expeditory  method  he4iad  devifed.  Ma^ 
ny  volumes  were  thus  colledled  by  him.  He 
was  alfo  extremely  fond  of  poUtica,  too  much 
fo  perhaps  for  his  fituation.  I  lately  found  in 
London  a  eolledion  which  he  had  made  of  all 
^  the  principal  pamphlets  relative  to  public  af- 
fairs, from  the  year  1641  to  1717*  Many  vol- 
umes are  wanting,  as  appears  by  the  feries  of 
numbers  ;  but  there  ftill  remain  eight  in  fo- 
liop  and  twenty  fgur  in  q^uarto  and  octavo. 
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Ths  colledtion  had  fallen  into  thd  hands  of  a^ 
fecond-hand  bookfeller,  who,  knowing  me  by 
having  fold  me  fome  books,  brought  it  to  me. 
My  uncle,  it  feems,  had  left  it  behind  him  on 
his  departure  for  America^  about  fifty  years 
ago.  I  found  various  notes  of  his  writing  in 
the  margins.  His  grandfonj, Samuel,  J s  now^^ 
living  at  Bofton. 

Our  humble  family  had  early  embraced  the' 
reformatiom.  They  remained  faithfully  attach- 
ed'during  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  when 
they  were  in   danger  of    being   molefted  on^ 
account  of  their  zeal  againft  Popery.      They/ 
had  an  Engliffi  Bible,  and,  to   conceal  it   the 
more  fecurely,   they  conceived  the  projed  of 
faftening  it,  opeHi,  with  pack-.threads  acrofs  the 
leaves^  on  the  infide  of  the  lid  of-  a  clofe-ftool. 
When  my  great-grandfather  wiflied  to  read^ 
to  his  family,  he  reverfed  the  lid  of  the  clofe- 
ftool  upon    his   knees,  and  pafTed   the   leaves 
from  one  fide  to  the  other,   which  were   held' 
down  on  caoh  by  the  pack-thread .      One  of 
the  children  was  flationed  at  the  door  to  give 
notice  if  he  faw  the  proftor  (an  officer  of  the 
fpiritual  court)  make  his  appearance  ;  in   that 
cafe,  the  lid  was  reftored  to  its  place  with  the 
Bible  concealed  under  it  as  before.     Ihad  this 
anecdote  from  my  uncle  Benjamin^ 

The  whole  family  preferved  its  attachment 
tathe  Church  of  England,  till  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  when  certain^ 
minifleis^  who  had  been  ejected  as  noU'Con- 
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formifts,  having  held  Conventicles  in  North- 
aniptonfliirc-,  they  were  joined  by  Benjamin  and 
Jolias,  who  adhered  to  them  ever  after.  The 
reft  of  the  family  continued  in  the  Epifcopal 
Church. 

My  father,  Jofias,  married  early  in  life* 
He  went  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  to 
New  England,  about  the  year  1682.  Con- 
venticles being  at  that  time  prohibited  by  law, 
and  frequently  difturbed,  fome  confiderable 
perfons  of  his  acquaintance  determined  to  go 
to  America,  where  they  hoped  to  enjoy  the 
free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  my  father 
was  prevailed  on  to  accompany  them. 

My  father  had  alfo  by  the  fame  wife,  four 
children  born  in  America,  and  ten  others  by 
a  fecond  wife,  making  in  all  feventeen.     I  re- 
member to  have  feen  thirteen  feated  together 
at  his  table,  who  all  arrived  to  years  of  matu- 
rity, and  Were  married.     I  was  the  laft  of  the 
Tons,  and  the  youngeft  child,  excepting  two 
daughters.     I  was   born  at   Bofton,  in  Ne\v 
England.     My  mother,  the  fecond  wife,   was 
Abiah  Folger,  daughter  of  Peter  Folger,  one 
of  the  firft  colonifts  of  New  England,  of  whom 
Cotton  Mather   makes  honourable   mention, 
in  his  Ecclefiaftical  Hiftory  of  that  province, 
as    "  ^  pious  and  learned  EngU/hman^'^  if  I 
rightly  recoUeO:  his  expreffions.     I  have  been 
told  of  his   having   written  a  variety  of  little 
pieces  ;  but  there  appears  to  be  only  one  ia 
print^   which  I  met  with  many  years  ago.     It 

1) 
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was  publifhed  in  the  year  iSy^^  and  is  in  fa- 
miliar verfe,  agreeably  to  the  tafte  of  the  times 
and  the  country.  The  author  addreffes  him- 
felf  to  the  governours  for  the  time  being, 
fpeaks  for  liberty  of  confcience,  and,  in  favour 
of  the  anabaptifts,  quakers,  and  other  feftaries, 
who  had  fuffered  perfecution.  To  this  perfe- 
cution  he  attributes  the  wars  with  the  natives, 
and  other  calamities  which  affiifted  the  coun- 
try, regarding  them  as  the  judgments  of  God 
inpunifliment  of  fo  ©dious  an  offence,,  and  he 
exhorts  the  government  to  the  repeal  of  laws 
fo  contrary  to  charity.  The  poem  appeared 
to  be  written  with  a  manly  freedom  and  g 
pleafing  fimplicity,  I  recoileiS:  the  fix  con- 
cluding lines,  though  I  have  forgotten  the 
order  of  the  words  of  the  two  firft  ;  the  fenfe 
of  which  was.  that  his  cenfures  were  didlated 
by  benevolence,  and  that,  of  confequence,  he 
wifhed  to  be  known  as  the  author  ;  becaufe, 
faid  he,  I  hate  from  my  very  foul  diffimula? 
don  : 

From  Sherburne^  where  I  dwcH^ 

I  therefore  put  my  name^ 
Tour  friend^  who  means  you  well. 

Peter  Folger. 

My  brothers  were  all  put  apprentices  to  dif- 
ferent trades.     With  refpect  to  myfelf,  I  was 
fent,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  to  a  grammar 
fchooK     My  father  deftined  me  for  the  church 
*  Town  in  the  Island  of  Nantucket, 
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and  already  regarded  me  as  the  chaplain  of 
the  family.  The  promptitude  .with  which 
from  my  infancy  1  had  learned  to  read,  for  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  been  ever  without 
this  acquirement,  and  the  encouragement  of 
his  friends,  whp  aflured  him  that  I  fliould  one 
day  certainly  become  a  man  of  letters,  con- 
firmed him  in  this  defign.  My  uncle  Benja- 
min approved  alfo  of  the  fcheme,  and  promif- 
ed  to  give  me  all  his  volumes  of  fermons, 
written,  as  I  have  faid,  in  the  fliort-hand  of 
his  invention,  if  I  would  take  the  pains  to 
learn  it. 

I  remained,  however,  fcarcely  a  year  at  the 
grammar  fchool,  although,  in  this  ftiort  inter- 
val, I  had  rifen  from  the  middle  to  the  head 
of  my  clafs,  from  thence  to  the  clafs  immedi- 
ately above,  and  was  to  pafs,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  to  the  one  next  in  order.  But  my  fath- 
er, burthened  with  a  numerous  family,  found 
that  he  was  incapable,  without  fubjeding 
himfelf  to  difficulties,  of  providing  for  the  ex- 
penfc  of  a  collegiate  educatioH,  and  confider- 
ing  befides,  as  I  heard  him  fay  to  his  friends, 
that  perfons  fo  educated  were  often  poorly 
provided  for,  he  renounced  his  firfl  intentions, 
took  me  fiom  the  grammar  fchool,  and  fent 
me  to  a  fchool  for  writing  and  arithemtic, 
kf  pt  by  a  Mr,  George  Brownwell,  who  was  a 
fkilful  mafter,  and  fuQceeded  very  well  in  his 
profeffion,  by  employing  gentle  means  only, 
and  fuch  as  were  calculated  to  encourage  his 
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fcholars.  Under  him  I  foon  acqu|red  an  ex- 
cellent hand  ;  but  I  failed  in  arithemtic,  and 
made  therein  no  fort  of  progrefs. 

At  ten  years  of  age,  I  was  called  home  to 
affift  my  father  in  his  occupation,  which  was 
that  of  foap-boiler  and  tallow  chandler  j  a  buf- 
inefs  to  which  he  had  ferved  no  apprentice- 
ihip,  but  which  he  embraced  on  his  arrival  in 
New  England,  becaufe  he  found  his  ov/n, 
that  of  a  dyer,  in  too  little  requeft  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  his  family.  I  was  according- 
ly employed  in  cutting  the  wicks,  filling  the 
moulds,  taking  care  of  the  fhop,  carrying  mef- 
fages,  &c. 

This  bufinefs  difpleafed  me,  and  I  felt  a^ 
flrong  inclination  for  a  fea  life  ;  but  my  fath- 
er fet  his  face  againft  it.  The  vicinity  of  the 
water,  however,  gave  me  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  venturing  myfelf  both  upon  and  with- 
in it,  and  I  foon  acquired  the  art  of  fwimming, 
and  of  managing  a  boat.  When  embarked 
with  other  children,  the  helm  was  commonly 
deputed  to  me,  particularly  on  difficult  occa- 
fions ;  and,  in  every  other  projeft,  I  was  al- 
mod  always  the  leader  of  the  troop,  whom  I 
fometimes  involved  in  embarraifment.  I  (hall 
give  an  inftance  of  this,  which  demonftrates 
an  early  difpofition  of  mind  for  public  enter- 
prifes,  though  the  one  in  queflion  was  not  con- 
duced by  juftice. 

The  mill  pond  was  terminated  on  one  fide 
by  a  marfh,  upon  the  borders  of  which  we 
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were  accuflcmed  to  take  our  ftand,  at  high 
water,  to  angle  for  fmall  fiffi.  By  dint  of 
•walking,  we  had  converted  the  place  into  a 
perfeft  quagmire.  My  propofal  was  to  ereft 
a  wharf  that  fhould  afford  us  firm  footing  ; 
and  I  pointed  out  to  my  companit)ns  a  large 
heap  of  (tones,  intended  for  the  building  a 
new  houfe  near  the  marfli,  and  which  were: 
well  adapted  for  our  purpofe,  Accerdingly, 
when  the  workmen  retired  in  the  evening,  P 
affembled  a  number  of  my  playfellows,  and  by 
labouring  diligently,  like  ants,  fometimes  four 
of  us  uniting  our  ftrength  to  carry  a  fingle 
ftone,  we  removed  them  all,  and  conflruded' 
our  little  quay.  The  workmen>  were  fur- 
prifed  the  next  morning  at  not  finding  their 
ftones,  which  had  been  conveyed  to  our  wharf. 
Enquiries  were  made  refpefting  the  authors 
of  this  conveyance  ;  we  were  difcovered  ; 
complaints  were  exhibited  againfl:  us  ;  many^ 
of  us  underwent  cqpredipn  on  the  part  of  our 
parents ;  and  though  I  flrenuoufly  defended 
theutiHty  of  the  work,  my  father  at  length 
convinced  me,  that  nothing  which  was  not 
ftridly   honeft  could  be  ufeful. 

It  will  not,  perhaps,  be  unintereftihg  to  you, 
to  know  what  fort  of  a  man  my  father  was. 
He  had  an  excellent  conftitution,  was  of  a 
middle  fize,  but  well  made  and  ftrong,  and 
extremely  aftive  in  whatever  be  undertook. 
He  defigned  with  a  degree  of  neatnefs,  and 
knew  a  little  of  mufic.     His  voice  was  fono- 
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roias  and  agreeable  ;  fo^that  when  he  fung  a 
pfalni  or  hymn  with  accompaniment  of  his 
violin,  as  was  his  frequent  practice  in  an  even- 
ing, when  the  labours  of  the  day  were  finifhedj 
it  was  truly  delightful  to  hear  him.  He  was 
verfed  alfo  in  mechanics,  and  could  upon  oc- 
cafjon,  ufe  the  tools  of  a  variety  of  trades. 
But  his  greateft  excellence  was  a  found  under- 
ftanding  and  folid  judgment  in  matters  of  pru- 
dence, both  in  public  and  private  life*  In  the 
former  indeed  he  never  engaged,  becaufe  his 
numerous  family  and  the  mediocrity  of  his 
fortune,  kept  him  unremittingly  employed  in 
the  duties  of  his  profeflion.  But  I  very  well 
remember  that  the  leading  men  of  the  place 
ufed  frequently  to  come  and  afk  his  advice 
refpefting  affairs  of  the  town,  or  of  the  church 
to  which  he  belonged,  and  that  they  paid 
much  deference  to  his  opinion.  Individuals 
were  alfo  in  the  habit  of  confulting  him  in  their 
private  affairs,  and  he  was  often  chofen  arbiter 
between  contending  parties. 

He  was  fond  of  having  at  bis  table,  as  often 
as  poffible,  fome  friends  or  well  informed 
neighbours,  capable  of  rational  converfation, 
and  he  was  always  careful  to  introduce  ufeful 
or  ingenious  topics  of  difcourfe,  which  might 
tend  to  form  the  minds  of  his  children.  By 
this  means  he  early  attiafted  our  attention  to 
what  was  juft,  prudent,  and  beneficial  in  the 
conduft  of  life.  He  never  talked  of  the  meats 
which  appeared  upon  the  table,  never  difcuff- 
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cd  whether  they  were  well  or  ill  dreffed,  of 
good  or  bad  jBavour,  high  feafoned  or  other- 
wife,  preferable  or  inferiour  to  this  or  that 
difh  of  a  fimilar  kind.  Thus  accuftomed, 
from  my  infancy,  to  the  utmofl  inattention,  as 
to  thefe  objefts,  I  have  always  been  perfedly 
regardlefs  of  what  kind  of  food  was  before  m^  ; 
and  I  pay  fo  little  attention  to  it,  even  now, 
that  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  for  me  to  re- 
coiled, a  few  hours  after  I  had  dined,  of  what 
my  dinner  had  confided.  When  travelling, 
I  have  particularly  experienced  the  advantage 
of  this  habit  ;  for  it  has  often  happened  to  me 
to  be  in  company  with  perfons,  who,  having  a 
more  delicate,  becaufe  a  more  exercifed  tafte, 
have  fuffered  in  many  cafes  confiderable  incon- 
venience ;  while,  as  to  myfelf,  I  have  had 
nothing  to  defire. 

My  mother  was  likewife  poffeffed  of  an  ex- 
cellent conftitution.  She  fuckled  all  her  ten 
children,  and  I  never  heard  either  her  or  my 
father  complain  of  any  other  diforder  than 
that  of  which  they  died  ;  my  father  at  the  age 
of  eighty  feven,  and  mother  at  eighty  five. 
They  are  buried  together  at  Bofton,  where,  a 
few  years  ago,  I  placed  a  marble  over  their 
grave,  with  this  inscription : 

«  Here  lie 
"  JosiA^  Franklin  and  Abiah  his  wife  :  They  lived 
*'  together  v/ith  reciprocal  aifcction  for  fifty  nine  years  ; 
^•'  and  without  private  fortune,  without  lucrative  em* 


S«  FRAKKi^m's    LIFE, 

**  ployment,  by  assiduous  labour  and  honest  industry, 
*<  decently  supported  a  numerous  family>  and  educated 
"  with  success,  thirteen  children,  and  seven  grand  child- 
*<  ren.  Let  this  example,  reader,  encourage  thee  dili- 
«<  gently  to  discharge  the  duties  of  thy  calling,  and  t© 
«  rely  on  the  support  of  Divine  Providence^ 

«  He  was  pious  and  prudent, 

"  She  discreet  and  virtuous. 
*^  Their  youngest  son,  from  a  sentiment  of  filial  dutyi 
<*  consecrates  this  stone 

"  To  their  memory.^* 

I  perceive,  by  my  rambling  digrelllons,  that 
I  am  growing  old.  But  we  do  not  drefs  for  a 
private  company  as  for  a  formal  ball.  This 
deferves,  perhaps,  the  name  of  negligence. 

To  return.  I  thus  continued  employed  in 
my  father's  trade  for  the  fpace  of  two  years  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  till  I  arrived  at  twelve  years  of 
age.  About  this  time  my  brother  John,  who 
had  ferved  his  apprenticelhip  in  London,  hav- 
ing quitted  my  father,  and  being  married  and 
fettled  in  bufinefs  on  his  own  account,  at 
Rhodeifland,  I  was  deftined,  to  all  appearance, 
to  fupply  his  place,  and  be  a  candle  maker  all 
my  life  ;  but  my  diflike  cf  this  occupation 
continuing,  my  father  was  apprehenfive,  that, 
if  a  more  agreeable  one^were  not  offered  me, 
I  might  play  the  truant  and  efcape  to  fea  ;  as^ 
to  his  extreme  mortification,  my  brother  Jofi- 
as  had  done.  He,  therefore,  took  me  feme- 
times  to  fee  mafons,  coopers,  braziers,  joiners, 
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and  other  machanies  employed  at  their  work ; 
in  order  to  difcover  the  bent  of  my  inclination, 
and  fix  it,  if  he  could,  upon  fome  occupation 
that  might  retain  me  on  (hore.  I  have  fince, 
in  confequence  ofthefe  vifits,  derived  no  fmall 
pleafure  from  feeing  Ikillful  workmen  handle 
their  tools  ;  and  it  has  proved  of  confiderablc 
benefit,  to  have  acquired  thereby  fufEcient 
knowledge  to  be  able  to  make  little  things  for 
myfelf,  when  I  have  had  no  mechanic  at  hand, 
and  to  conftrufl:  fmall  machines  for  my  exper- 
iments, while  the  idea  I  have  conceived  has 
been  frefh  and  ftrongly  imprefled  on  my  im- 
agination. 

My  father  at  length  decided  that  I  fhould 
be  a  cutler,  and  I  was  placed  for  fome  days 
upon  trial  with  my  coufin  Samuel,  fon  of  my 
uncle  Benjamin,  who  had  learned  his  trade  in 
London,  aad  had  eftablifliedhimfelf  at  Bofton. 
But  the  premium  he  required  for  my  appren- 
ticefhip  difpleafing  my  father,  I  was  recalled 
home. 

From  my  earliefl:  years  I  had  been  paffion- 
ately  fond  of  reading,  and  I  laid  out  in  books 
all  the  little  money  I  could  procure.  I  wae 
particularly  pleafed  with  accounts  of  voyages^ 
My  firft  acquifition  was  Bunyan's  colleftion  in 
fmall  feparate  volumes..  Thefe  I  afterwards 
fold  in  order  to  buy  an  hiftorical  colledion 
by  R.  Burton,  which  confifted  of  fmall  cheap 
volumes,  amounting  in  all  to  about  forty  or 
0ty.     My  father^s  little  library  was  principal- 
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ly  made  up  of  books  of  pradlical  and  polemi- 
cal theology.  I  read  the  greateft  part  of  them. 
I  have  fmce  often  regretted,  that  at  a  time 
•when  I  had  fo  great  a  thirft  for  knowledge, 
more  eligible  books  had  not  fallen  into  my 
hands,  as  it  was  then  a  point  decided  that  I 
ftould  not  be  educated  for  the  church.  There 
was  alfo  among  my  father's  books,  Plutarch's 
Lives,  in  which  I  read  continually,  and  I  ftill 
regard  as  advantageoufly  employed  the  time  I 
devoted  to  them.  I  found  befides  a  work  of 
De  Foe's,  entitled,  an  Effay  on  Projects,  from 
which,  perhaps,  I  derived  impreflions  that  have 
fince  influenced  lome  of  the  principal  events 
of  my  life. 

My  inclination  for  books  at  laft  determin- 
ed my  father  to  make  me  a  printer,  though  he 
had  already  a  fon  in  that  profeffion.  My  broth- 
er had  returned  from  England,  in  1717,  with= 
a  prefs  and  types,  in  order  to  eftablifli  a  print- 
ing houfe  at  Bofton.  This  bufmefs  pleafed 
me  much  better  than  that  of  my  father,  though 
I  had  ftill  a  prediledion  for  the  fea.  To  pre- 
vent the  effeds  which  might  refult  from  this 
inclination,  my  father  was  impatient  to  fee  me 
engaged  with  my  brother.  I  held  back  for 
fome  time  ;  at  length,  however,  I  fuffered  my- 
felf  to  be  perfuaded,  and  figncd  my  inden- 
tures, being  then  only  1 2  years  of  age.  It 
was  agreed  that  I  fhould  ferve  as  apprentice  to 
the  age  of  twenty  one,  and  fhould  receive 
journeyman's  wages  only  during  the  laft  yean 
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In  a  very  fhort  time  I  made  great  proficien- 
cy in  this  bufinefs,  and  became  very  fervicea- 
ble  to  my  brother.  I  had  now  an  opportunity 
of  procuring  better  books.  The  acquaintance 
I  neceffarily  formed  with  bookfellers'  appren- 
tices, enabled  me  to  borrow  a  volume  now 
and  then,  which  I  never  failed  to  return  punc- 
tually and  without  injury.  How  often  has  it 
happened  to  me  to  pafs  the  greater  part  of  the 
night  in  reading  by  my  bed  fide,  when  the 
book  had  been  lent  me  in  the  evening,  and 
was  to  be  returned  the  next  morning,  left  it 
might  be  miffed  or  wanted. 

At  length,  Mr.  Matthew  Adam^,  an  inge- 
nious tradefman,  who  had  a  handfome  collec* 
tion  of  books,  and  who  frequented  our  print- 
ing houfe,  took  notice  of  me.  He  invited  me 
to  fee  his  library,  and  had  the  goodnefs  to  lend 
me  any  books  I  was  defirou^  of  reading.  I 
then  took  a  ftrange  fancy*  for  poetry,  and  corh- 
pofed  feveral  little  pieces.  My  brother  think- 
ing he  might  find  his  account  in  it,  couraged 
me,  and  engaged  me  to  write  two  ballads. 
One,  called  the  Lighthoufe  Tragedy,  contain* 
ed  an  account  of  the  fhipwreck  of  Captaia 
Worthilake  and  his  two  daughters-^the  other 
was  a  failor's  fong  on  the  capture  of  the  noted 
pirate  called  Teach^  or  Black-beard.  They 
were  wretched  verfes  in  point  of  ftyle,  mere 
blind  men*s  ditties.  When  printed,  he  dif- 
patched  me  about  the  town  to  fell  them.     The 
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firft  had  a  prodigious  run,  becaufe  the  event 
was  recent,  and  had  made  a  great  noife. 

My  vanity  was  flattered  by  this  fuccefs — but 
my  father  checked  my  exultation,  by  ridicul- 
ing my  produftions,  and  telling  me  that  verfi- 
fiers  were  always  poor.  I  thus  efcaped  the 
misfortune  of  being,  probably  a  very  wretched 
poet.  But  as  the  faculty  of  writing  profe  has 
been  of  great  fervice  to  me  in  the  courfe  of  my 
life,  and  principally  contributed  to  my  ad- 
vancement, I  fliall  relate  by  what  means,  fitu- 
atedas  I  was,  I  acquired  the  fmall  {kill  I  may 
poflefs  in  that  way. 

There  was  in  the  town  another  young  man, 
a  great  lover  of  books,  of  the  name  of  John 
Collins,  with  whom  I  was  intimately  conned- 
ed.  We  frequently  engaged  in  difpute,  and 
were  indeed  fo  fond  of  argumentation,  that 
nothing  was  fo  agreeable  to  us  as  a  war  of 
words.  This  contentious  temper,  I  would  ob- 
ferve  by  the  bye,  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
very  bad  habit,  and  frequently  renders  a  man's 
company  infupportable,  as  being  ,no  otherwife 
capable  of  indulgence  than  by  indifcriminatc 
contradiftion.  Independently  of  the  acrimo- 
ny and  difcprd  it  introduces  into  converfation, 
it  is  often  productive  of  diflike,  and  even  hat- 
red, between  perfons  to  whom  friendfhip  is  in- 
difpenfibly  neceflary.  I  acquired  it  by  reading, 
while  I  lived  with  my  father,  books  of  relig- 
ious cdhtroveify.  I  have  fince  remarked, 
that  men  of  fenfe  feldoru  fall  into  this  crrour  j 
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^wyerSjfellows  of  univerfitks,  and  peribns  of 
every  profeffioa  educated  at  Edinburgh,  ex- 
cepted. 

Collins  and  I  fell  one  day  into  an  argument 
relative  to  the  education  of  women  ;  namely^ 
whether  it  were  proper  to  itiftrud;  them  in  the 
fciences,  and  whether  they  were  competent 
to  the  ftudy.  Collins  fupported  the  negative, 
and  affirmed  that  the  tafk  was  beyond  their  ca- 
pacity. 1  maintained  the  oppofite  opinion,  a 
little,  perhaps  for  the  pleafure  of  difputing. 
He  was  naturally  more  eloquent  than  I ;  words 
flowed  copioufly  from  his  lips  ;  and  frequent- 
ly I  thought  myfelfyanquifhed,  more  by  his 
volubility  than  by  the  force  of  his  arguments. 
We  feparated  without  coming  to  an  agree- 
ment upon  this  point  ;  and  as  we  were  not  to 
fee  each  other  again  for  fome  time,  I  commit- 
ed  my  thoughts  to  paper,  made  a  fair  copy, 
and  fent  it  him.  He  anfwcred,  and  1  replied* 
Three  or  four  letters  had  been  written  by 
each,  when  my  father,  ohanced  to  light  upon 
my  papers  and  read  them.  Without  entering 
into  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  he  embraced  the 
opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  me  upon  my  man- 
ner of  writing.  He  obferved,  that  though  I 
had  the  advantage  of  my  adverfary  in  correft 
fpelling  and  pointing,  which  I  owed  to  my  oc- 
cupation, I  was  greatly  his  inferiour  in  ele- 
gance of  expreffion,  in  arrangement,  and  per- 
fpicuity.  Of  this  he  convinced  me  by  feveral 
tixamples,     I  felt  the  juftice  of  his  remarks, 
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became  more  attentive  to  language,  and  re- 
iblved  to  make  every  effort  to  improve  my 
ftyle*  Amidft  thefe  refolves  an  odd  volume  of 
the  Spe£lator  fell  into  my  hands.  This  was  a 
publication  I  had  never  feen.  I  bought  the 
volume,  and  read  it  again  and  again.  1  was 
enchanted  with  it,  thought  the  ftyle  excellent, 
and  wifhed  it  were  in  my  power  to  imitate  it. 
With  this  view- 1  felei^led  fome  of  the  papers, 
made  fhort  fummaries  of  the  fenfe  of.each 
period,  and  put  them  for  a  few  days  alide.  1 
then,  without  looking  at  the  book  endeavour- 
ed to  reftore  the  effays  to  their  true  form,  and 
to  exprefs  each  thought  at  length,  as  it  was  in 
the  original,  employing  the  moft  appropriate 
words  that  occur ed  to  my  mind.  I  afterwards 
compared  my  SpeSator  with,  the  original  :  I 
perceived  fome  faults,  which  I  correfled  j  but 
I  found  that  -I  wanted  a  fund  of  words,  if  I 
may  fo  exprefs  myfelf,  and  a  facility  of  recol- 
lefting  and  employing  them,  which  I  thought 
I  fhould  by  that  time  have  acquired,  had  I  con- 
tinued to  make  verfes.  Th^  continual  neeji 
©f  words  of  the  lame  meaning,  but  of  differ- 
ent lengths  for  the  meafure,  or  of  different 
founds  for  the  rhyme,  w^ould  have  obliged  me 
to  feek  for  a  variety  of  fynonymes,  and  have 
rendered  menKifter  qf  them.  Erom  this  be- 
lief, I  took  fome  bf  the  tales  of  the  Speftator, 
and  turned  them  into  verfe  ;  and  after  a  time, 
when  I  had  fuiBciently  forgotten  them,  I  agaip 
inverted  them  into  profe. 
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Sametimes  alfo  I  mingled  ?11  my  fummaries 
together  ;  and  a  few  weeks  after,  endeavour- 
ed to  arrange  them  in  the  befl:  order,  before  I 
attempted  to  form  the  periods  and  complete 
the  effays.     This  I  did  with  a  view  of  acquir- 
ing   method    in     the    arrangement    of    my 
thoughts.     On- comparing  afterwards  my  per- 
formance with  the  original,  many  faults  were 
apparent,  which  I  corrected  ;  but  I  had  fome-  ^ 
times  the  fatisfaftiion  to  think,  that  in  certaia 
particulars   of  little   importance,  I   had  been ^. 
fortunate   enough   to   improve  the  order   of, 
thought    or  the  ftyle  ;  and  this   encouraged  * 
me  to  hope  that!  fliould  fucceed,  in  time,  in 
writing  the  Englifh  language,  which  was  one 
of  the  great  objefts  of  my  ambiaon, ' . 

The  time  which  I  devoted  to  thefe  exercifcs^  ^ 
and  to  reading,  w^as  the  evening  after  my  day's 
labour  was  fiiiilhed,  the  morning  before  it  be- 
gan, and  iSundays  when  I  could  efcape  attend-*" 
ing   divine  fervice*     While  I  lived  with  my 
father,  he  had  infifted  on  ray  punctual  atten-^ 
dance  on  public  worfhip,   and  I  ftill  indeed, 
confidered  it  as   a  duty,  but  a  duty  which  T 
thought  I  had  no  time  to  praftife. 

When  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  a  work  of 
Tryon  fell  into  my  hands,  in  which  he  recom- 
mends ye£etj.bje_die^^  I  determined  to  ob- 
ferve  it.  My  brother,  being  a  bachelor,  did 
not  keep  houfe,  but  boarded  with  his  appren- 
lices  in  a  neighbouring  family.  My  refufmg. 
to  eat  animal  food  was  found  inconvenient, 
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and  I  was  often  fcolded  for  my  fingularlty.  1 
attended  to  the  mode  in  which  Tryon  prepared^ 
fome  of  his  difties,  particularly  how  to  boil  po- 
tatoes and  rice,  and  make  hafty  puddings.  I 
then  faid  to  my  brother,  that  if  he  would  al- 
low me  per  week  half  what  he  paid  for  my 
board,  I  would  undertake  to  maintain  myfelf.. 
The  offer  was  inftantly  embraced,  aad  I  fooa, 
found  that  of  what  he  gave  me  1  was  able  to. 
fave  half.  This  w^as  a  new  fund  for  the  pur- 
ehafe  of  books  j  and  other  advantages  refulted: 
to  me  from  the  plan.  When  my  brother  and 
his  workmen  left  th€  printing  houTe  to  go  to 
dinner,  I  remained  behind  ;  and  difpatching 
my  frugal  meal,  which  frequently  confided  of 
a  bifcuit  only,  or  a  fiice  of  bread  and  a  bunch 
of  raifins,  or  a  bun  fr©m  the  paftry  cook's^ 
with  a  glafs  of  water,  I  had  the  reft^of  the 
time,  till  their  return,  for  ftudy  j^and  my 
progrefs  therein  was  proportioned  to  that 
clearnefs  of  ideas,  and  quicknefs  of  conception, 
which  are  the  fruit  of  temperance  in  eating 
and  drinking.; 

It  was  about  this  period,  that,  having  one 
day  been  put  to  the  blufh  for  my  ignorance  in 
the  art  of  calculation,  which  I  had  twice  failed 
to  learn  while  at  fchool,  I  took  Cocker's  Trea- 
tife  of  Arithmetic,  and  went  through  it  by  my- 
felf  with  the  utmoft  eafe,  I  alfo  read  a  book 
of  Navigation  by  Seller  and  Sturmy,  and  made 
myfelf  mafter  of  the  little  geometry  it  con- 
tains, but  I  never  proceeded  far  in  this  fciencc. 
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l?irearly  at  the  fame  time  I  read  Locke  on  the 
Human  Underflanding,  and  the  Art  of  Think- 
ing by  Meffrs.  Du  Port  Royal. 

While  labouring  to  form  and  improve  my 
ftyle,  I  met  with  an  Englifh  Grammar,  which 
I  believe  was  Greenwood^s,   having  at  the  end: 
of  it  two  little  effays  on   rhetoric  and  logic 
In  the  latter  I  found  a  model  of  difputation  af- 
ter the  manner  of  Socrates*     Shortly   after  II 
procured  Xenophon's  work,  entitled.  Memo- 
rable Things  of  Socrates,  in  which  are  vari- 
ous examples  of  the  fame  method.     Charmed^ 
to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  with   this  mode  of" 
difputing,  I  adopted  Jt,  and  renouncing  blunt^ 
contradiction,  and  direfl  and   pofitive   argu- 
ment,   I  affumed  the  charader  of  a  humble- 
queftioner*      The  perufal  of  Shaftfbury  and 
Collins   had  made  me  a  fceptie  ;  and  beings; 
previoufly  fo  as, to  many  dodrines  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  I  found  Socrates*   method  to  be  both: 
the  fafefl:  for  myfelf,  as  well  as  the  moft  em- 
barraffing  to  thofe  agaiaft  whom  I  employed 
it.     It  foon   afforded  me  finguiar  pleafure  :  I 
inceffantly  praftifed  it  j  and  became  very  a- 
droit  in  obtaining,  even  from  perfons  of  fu- 
periour   underftanding,  conceffions  of  which 
they  did  not  forefee  the  confequences.     Thus 
I  involved  them  in  difficulties  from  which  they 
were  unable  to  extricate  themfelves,  andfome- 
times  obtained  vidories,   which  neither  my 
xiaufc  nor  my  arguments  merited* 
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This   method  I   continued   to   empldy  fat^  \ 
ibme   years  ;  but  I  afterwards  abandoned   ir  i 
by  degrees,  retaining  only  the  habit  of  exprefl^ 
ing  myfelfwit4i  modeft  diffidence,  and  never    j 
making  ule,  when  B  advanced  any  propofitiba-   | 
which   might  be  controverted,  of  the  words 
certainly^  undaubtedly^  or  'sniy  others  that  might 
give  the  appearance  ot  being  obftinately  attach-^ 
ed  to  my  opinion.     I  rather  faid,  1  imagine,  I^ 
^uppofe,  or  it  appears  to  me,  that  fuch  a  things 
is  fo  or  fo^  for  fuch  and  fuch  reafons  ;  or  it  is 
fo,  if  I  am  not  raiftakcn.^    This  habit  has,  I  ^ 
think,  been  of  conliderable  advantage  to  me^ 
^hen  I  have  had  occafion  to  imprefs  my  opin- 
ion on  the  minds  of  others,  and  perfuade  them,  - 
to  the  adoption  of  the  meafures  I  have  fuggeft- 
ed.     And  Tince  the  chief  ends  of  converCation 
are,  to  inform  or  to  be  informed,  to  pleafe  or 
to  perfuade,- 1  could  wiih  that  intelligent  and  • 
well-meaning,  men  would   not  themfelves  di- 
minifti  the  powers  they  poflefs  of  43eing  ufeful,^ 
by  a  pofitive  and  prefumptuous  manner  of  ex* 
prefling  themfelves^:  which  fcarcely  ever  fails- 
CO  difguft  the  hearer,  and  is  only  calculated  to 
excite  oppofition^  and  defeat  every  purpofe  for 
which  the  faculty  of  fpeech  has  been  beftowed 
upon  man.     In  ihort,  if  you  wifh  to  inform,  a 
pofitive  and  dogmatical  manner  of  advancing 
yourop.inion  may  provoke  contradiction,  and 
prevent  your  being  heard  with  attention.     Oa 
the  other  hand,  if,  with  a  defire  of  being.in. 
formed,  and  of  benefiting  by  the  knowledge  of; 
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^others,  you  exprefs  yourfelves  as  being  ftrong- 
ly  attached  to  your  own  opinions,  modeft  and 
feijifible  men,  who  do  not  love  difputation,  will 
leave  you  in  tranquil  poffeffion  of  your  errours. 
By  following  fu<:h  a  method,  you  can  rarely 
.hope  to  pleafe  your  auditors,  conciliate  theiV 
good  will,  or  work  convi(9:ion  on  thofe  whom 
you  may  be  defirous  of  gaining  over  to  your 
:yiews.     Popejudicioufly  obferves, 

Men  must  be  taught  as  if  you  taught  them  not, 
An  I  things  ujiknownj  proposed  as  things  forgot, 

,:And  in  the  lame  poem  he  afterwards  advifes  us. 

To  speak,  though  sure,  with  seeming  diffidence. 

tHe  might  have  added  to  thcfe  lines,  one  that 
lie  has  coupled  elfewhere,  in  my  opinion,  with 
}efs  propriety,    it  is  this ; 

For  want  of  modesty  is  want  d^^f  sense. 

If  you  afk  why  I  jay  with  k/s  propriety,!  mull 
j  give  you  the  two  lines  together  : 

Jmn^iodest  words  admit  of  wo  cle/ence^ 
For  want  ofdeceivcy  IS  want  of  sense. 

Now  want  of  fenfe,  when  a  man  has  the  mis* 
fortune  to  be  fo  circumftanced,  is  it  not  a  kind 
of  exGufe  for  want  of  modefty  ?  And  would 
not  the  verfes  have  been  more  accurate,  if  they 
had  been  eonftrufted  thus  : 

Imniodest  words  admit  ^m^  this  defence^ 
That  .want  of  decency  is  want  of  sensq. 

;But  I  leave  the  decifion  of  this  to  better  judges 
llfan  myfelfc 


32  IFRANKLIN^S  LIFE. 

In  1720,  or  1721,  my  brother  began  td 
print  a  new  public  paper.  It  was  the  fecond 
that  made  its  appearance  in  America,  and  was 
entitled  the  New-England  Courant.  The  only 
one  that  exifted  before  was  the  Bo/ion  News 
Letter.  Some  of  his  friends,  I  remember, 
would  have  ^ifluaded  him  from  this  undertak- 
ing, as  a  thing  that  was  not  likely  to  fuccecd  j 
a  fingle  newfpaper  being,  in  their  opinion, 
fuflicient  for  all  America.  At  prefent,  how- 
ever, in  1777,  there  are  no  kfs  than  twenty, 
five.  But  h€  carried  his  projeft  into  execu- 
tion, and  I  was  employed  in  diftributing  the 
copies  to  his  cuftomers,  after  having  affifled  in 
compofing  and  working  them  off. 

Among  his  friends  he  had  a  number  of  lit^ 
crary  charafters,  who,  as  an  amufement,  wrote 
fliorteffays  for  the  paper,  which  gave  it  repu- 
tation and  increafed  its  fale.  Thefe  gentle- 
men came  frequently  to  our  houfe*  1  heard 
the  converfation  that  paffed,  and  the  accounts 
they  gave  of  the  favourable  reception  of  their 
writings  with  the  public^  I  was  tempted  to 
try  my  hand  among  them  ;  but,  being  flill  a 
child  as  it  were,  I  was  fearful  that  my  brother 
might  be  unwilling  to  print  in  his  paper  any 
performance  of  which  he  fhould  know  me  to 
be  the  author.  I  therefore  contrived  to  dif* 
guife  my  hand,  and  having  written  an  anony- 
mous piece,  I  placed  it  at  night  under  the  doof 
of  the  printing  houfe,  where  it  was  found  the 
next  morning.     My  brother  communicated  it 
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to  his  friends^  when  they  came  as  ufual'  to  fe« 
him,  who  read  it,  commented  upon  it  within 
my  hearing,  and  I  had  the  exquifite  pleafure 
to  find  that  it  met  with  their  approbation,  and 
that,  in  the  various  conjeftures  they  made  re- 
fpe(9:ing  the  author,  no  one  was  mentioned 
who  did  not  ienjoy  a  high  reputation  in  the 
country  for  talents  and  genius.  I  now  fup*^ 
ppfed  myfelf  fortunate  in  my  judges,  and  be^- 
gan  to  fufpeQ:  that  they  were  not  fuch  excel- 
lent writers  as  I  had  hitherto  fuppofed  them. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  encouraged  by  this  little  ad- 
venture, I  wrote  and  fent  to  the  prefs,  in  the 
fame  way,  many  other  pieces,  which  were  e- 
qually  approved  j  keeping  the  fecret  till  my 
flenderftock  of  information  and  knowledge  for 
fuch  performances  was  pretty  completely  ex« 
hauiled  when  I  made  myfelf  known. 

My  brother,  upon  this  difeovery,  began  to 
entertain  a  little  more  refpeft  for  me  ;  but  he 
ftill  regarded  himf^lf  as  my  mafter;  and  treat- 
ed me  like  an  apprentice.  He  thought  him- 
felf  entitled  to  the  fame  fervices  from  me"  as 
from  any  other  perfon.  On  the'  contrary,  I 
conceived  that,  in  many  inftances,  he  wa«  too 
rigorous,  and  that,  on  the  par|  of  a  brother,  I 
had  a  right  to  expe<S  greater  indulgence.  Our 
difputes  were  frequj^ntly  brought  before  my 
father  ;  and  either  my  brother  was  generally 
in  the  wrong,  or  I  was  the-  better  pleader  oi 
the  two,  for  judgment  was  commonly  given  in 
jiiy  favour.     But  my  brother  was  pa^ffionate^ 

C2 


34  f  RANKLIN^S  LIFE. 

and  often  had  recourfe  to  blows  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  I  took  in  very  ill  part.  This  fe- 
Vere  and  tyrannical  treatment  contritmted,  1 
believe,  to  imprint  on  my  miad  that  avcrfioa 
to  arbitrary  power,  which,  during  my  whole 
life  I  have  ever  preferved.  My  apprentice- 
ihip  became  iafupportable  to  me,^  and  I  conv 
tinually  fighed  for  an  opportunity  of  fhort-* 
ening  it,  wiiich  at  length  unexpeaedly  offer- 
ed* 

An  article  inferted  in  our  paper  upon  fome 
political  fubjeft  which  I  have  now  forgotten, 
gave  offence  to  the  Affembly.  My  brother 
was  talsien  into  cuftody,  cenfured,  and  ordered 
into  confinement  for  a  month,  becaufe,  as  I 
preftime,  he  would  not  difcover  the  author.  I 
was  allp  taken  up,  and  examined  before  the 
council;  but,  though  I  gave  them  no  fatisfac- 
tion,  they  contented  themfelves  with  repri* 
manding,  and  then  difmiffed  me  j  confidering^ 
me  probably  as  bound,  in  quality  of  appren- 
tice, to  keep  my  mafter's  fecrets. 

The  imprifonment  of  my  brother  kindled 
my  refentment)  notwithftanding  our  private 
quarrels.  During  its  continuance  the  manage- 
ment of  the  paper  was  cntrufted  to  me,  and  I 
was  bold  enough  to  infcrt  fome  pafquerades 
againft  the  governours  ;  which  highly  pleafed 
my  brother,  while  others  began  to  look  upon 
me  in  an  unfavourable  point  of  viewjconfider- 
ing  me  as  a  young  wit  iacli»ed  to  fatire  and 
lampoou. 


My  brother's  enlargement  was  accompanied- 
with  an  arbitrary  order  from  the  houfe  of  af* 
fembly,  '^  That  James  Franidin  ftiould  no  lon- 
ger print  the  newfpaper  entitled  the  New- 
England  Courani.^^  In  this  conjundture^ 
we  held  a  confultatlon  of  our  friends  at  the 
printing-houfe,  in  orderto  determine  what  was 
proper  to  be  done.  Some  propofed  to  evade 
the  order,  by  changing  the  title  of  the  paper  j 
but  my  brother  forefeeing  inconveniences  that 
would  refult  from  this  ftep,  thought -it  better? 
that  it  (hould  in  future  be  printed  in  the  name 
of  Benjamin  Franklin  ;  and  to  avoid  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  affembly,  \^ho  might  charge  him^ 
with  ftill  piinting  the  paper  himfelf,  under  the 
name  of  his  apprentice,  it  was  tefolyed  that  my 
old  indentures  fhould  be  gi^en  up  to  me,  with 
a  full  and  entire  difcharge  wriften  on  the  back,, 
in  order  to  be  produced  upon  an  emergency  ; 
but  that,  to  fecure  to  my  brother  the  benefit  of 
my  fervice,  I  fhould  fign  a  new  contraft,  which 
fhould  be  kept  f<ecret  during  the  remainder  of 
the  term.  This  was  a  very  fHallow  arrange- 
ment. It  ^^.as,  however,  carried  into  immedi- 
ate  execution,  and  the  paper  continued,  in  con- 
fequence,  to  make  iu  appearance  for  fome 
months  in  my  name.  At  length  a  new  differ- 
ence arifing  between  my  brother  and  me,  1 
ventured  to  take  advantage  of  my  liberty,  prc- 
fiiming  that  he  would  not  dare  to  produce  the 
new  contra^.  It  was  undoubtedly  difhonour- 
able  t©  avail  myfelf  of  this  circumftarnce,  and  I 


-^6  I?RAKKt.IN^*S  LI  FE, 

reckoathisaSion  as  one  of  the  fir  ft  errours  of 
my  life  ;  but  I  was  little  capable  of  eftirnating 
it  at  its  true  valuer  embittered  as  my  mind  had 
been  by  therecoUedion  of  the  blows  I  had  re- 
ceived. Exclufively  of  his  paffionat^  treat- 
ment of  me,  my  brother  was  by  no  means  a 
man  of  an  ill  temper,  and  perhaps  my  manners 
had  too  much  of  impertinence  not  to  afford  it 
a. very  natural  pretext.  . 

When  he  knew  that  it  was  my  determina- 
tion to  quit  him^  he  wiflied  to  prevent  my  find- 
ing employment  elfewhere.  He  went  to  all 
the  printing-boufes  in  the  town,  and  prejudic- 
ed the  mafters  againft  me  ;  who  accordingly 
refufed  to  employ  me.  The  idea^  then  fug- 
gefted  itfelf  tome  of  going  to  Newyork,  the 
neareft  town  in  which  there  was  a  printing 
office.  Farther  refledion  confirmed  me  in  the 
defign  of  leaving  Bofton,  where  I  had  already 
rendered  myfeFf  an  obje^  of  fufpicion  to  the  " 
governing  party.  It  was  probable,  from  the  - 
arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  afflembly  in  the  af- 
fair of  my  bioti\er,  that,  by  remaining,  I  fhould 
foon  have  been  expofed  to  difficulties,  which  I 
had  the  greateft  reafon  to  apprehend,  as,  from 
my  indifcreet  difputes  upon  the  fubject  of  re- 
ligion, f  begun  to  be  regarded,  by  pious  fouls, 
with  horrour,  either  as  an  apoftate  or  an  athe- 
ift.  I  came,  therefore,  to  a  refolution  ;  but.  ^' 
my  father,  in  this  inftance,  fiding  with  my 
brother,  I  pirefumed  that  if  I  attempted  to  de- 
part openly,  meafuxes  would  be  taken  to^  pre*.  - 
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^tat  me*  My  friend  Collins  undertook  to  fa- 
vour my  flight.  He  agreed  for  my  paflage 
with  the  captain  of  a  Newyork  floop,  to  whom 
he  reprefented  me  as  a  young  man  of  his  ac- 
iquaintance,  who  had  had  an  affair  with  a  girl 
of  bad  charader,  whofe  parents  wilhed  to  com- 
pel me  to  marry  her,  and  that  of  confequen  ce 
1  could  neither  make  my  appearance  nor  go  off 
publicly.  I  fold  part  of  my  books  to  procure 
a  fmall  fum  of  money,  and  went  privately  on 
board  the  floop*  By  favour  of  a  good  wind,  I 
found  myfelf  in  three  days  at  Newyork,  near- 
ly three  hundred  miles  from  my  honje,  at  the 
age  only  of  feventeen  years,  without  knowing 
an  individual  inthe  place,  and  with  very  little 
money  in  my  pocket. 

The  inclination  I  had  felt  for  a  feafaring 
life  was  entirely  fubfided,  or  I  fhould  now  have 
been  able  to  gratify  it ;  but  having  another 
trade,  and  believing,  myfelf  to  be  a  tolerable 
workman,  I  hefitated  not  to  offer  my  fervices 
to  the  old  Mr.  William  Bradford,  who  had 
been  the  fir  ft  Printer  in  Pennfylvania,  but  had 
quitted  that  province  on  account  of  a  quairel 
with  George  Keith,  the  Governour.  He  could 
not  give  me  employment  himfelf,  having  little 
to  do,  and  already  as  many  perfons  as  he  want-- 
ed  ;  but  he  told  me  that  his  fon,  printer  at 
Philadelphia,  had  lately  loft  his  principal  work- 
man, Aquila  Rofe,  who  was  dead,  and  that  if 
I  would  go  thither,  he  believed  that  he  would 
engage  me.       Philadelphia  was    a    hundred 
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miles  farther.  I  hefitated  not  to  embafkin  # 
boat  in  order  to  repair,  by  the  fhortell  cut  of 
the  fea,  to  Amboy,  leaving  my  trunk  and  ef- 
fefts  to  come  after  me  by  the  ufual  and  more 
tedious  conveyance.  In  croffing  the  bay  v^e 
met  vt'ith  a  fquall,  which  (battered  to  pieces  our 
rotten  faiis,  prevented  us  from-  entering  the 
jKill,  and  threw  us  upon  Long-Jfland. 

During  the  fcjuall  a  Drunken  Dutchman, 
who  like  myfelf  was  a  paflenger  in  the  boat^ 
fell  into  the  fea.  At  the  moment  when  he 
was  finking,  I  felled  him  by  the  fore-top,  fay.- 
ed  him,  and  drew  him  on  board.  This  im- 
jnerfion  fobered  him  a  little,  fo  that  he  fell  a- 
fleep  after  having  taken  from  his  pocket  a  voU 
nme,  which  he  requefted  me  to  dry.  This  vol- 
ume I  found  to  be  nxy  pld  favourite  work, 
Bunyan's  Voyages,  in  Dutch,  a  beautiful  im- 
preilion  on  iine  paper,  with  copperplate  en- 
gravings ;  a  drefs  in  which  I  had  never  feen  i|C 
^n  its  original  language.  I  have  fince  learned, 
that  it  has  been  tranllatcd  into  almoft  all|  the 
languages  of  Europe,  and  next  to  the  Bible,  I 
am  perfuaded,  it  is  one  of  the  books  which 
has  had  the  greateft  fpread.  Honefl  John  is 
the  firft,  that  I  know  of,  who  has  mi^ed  narra- 
tive and  dialogue  together  j  a  mode  of  writ- 
ing very  engaging  to  the  reader,  who  in  the 
inoft  interefting  paffages,  finds  himfelf  admit- 
ted as  it  were  into  the  company,  and  prefent 
^t  the  converfation.  De  Foe  has  imitated  it 
with  fuccefs  in  his  Robinfon  Crufoe,  his  Mg\\ 


franklin's  LIFS.  jf 

^ianders,  and  other  works  j  as  alfo  h  as  Rkh 
ardfon  in  his  Pamela,  &c. 

In  approaching  the  Ifland  we  found  that  we 
had  made  a  part  of  th^  coaft  where  it  was  not 
poffible  to  land,  ©n  account  of  the  flirong 
breakers  produced  by  the  rocky  fhore.  We 
caft  anchor  and  veered  the  cable  towards  the 
ihore.  Some  men,  who  ftood  upon  the  brink, 
hallooed  to  us,  while  we  did  the  fame  on 
our  paft  ;  but  the  wind  was  fo  high,^  and  the 
waves  fo  noify,  that  we  could  neither  of  us 
hear  each  other.  There  was  fome  canoes  up- 
on the  bank,  and  v/e  called  out  to  them,  and 
made  figns  to  prevail  on  them  to  come  and 
take  us  up  ;  but  either  they  did  not  under^ 
Hand  us,  or  they  deemed  our  requeft  imprac-  - 
ticable,  and  withdrew  :  Night  came  on,  and 
nothing  remained  for  us  but  to  wait  quietly 
the  fubfidiBg  of  the  v/ind  ;  till  when  we  dete)- 
mined,  that  is,  the  pilot  and  I,  to  fieep  if  pof- 
fible.  For  that  purpofe  we  went  below  the 
hatches,  along,  with  the  Dutchman,  who  was 
drenched  with  water.  The  fea  broke  over" 
the  boat  and  reached  us  in  our  retreat,  fo  that 
we  were  prefen.tly  as  completely  drenched  as 
he. . 

We  had  very  little  repofe  during  the  whole 
nl^bt  ;  but  the  wind  abating  the  atxi  day,  * 
we  fucceeded  in  reaching  Amboy  before  it 
was  dark,  after  having  palTcd  thirty  hours 
without  provifions,  and  with  no  other  drink 
than  a  bottle  of  bad  rum,  the  water  upon 


4o  FHA^JKLlVs  LIFE. 

which  we  rowed  being  fait.     In  the  cvcnm^ 
I  went  to  bed  with  a  very  violent  fever,     I  had 
fomewhere  read  that  cold  water,  drank  plenti- 
fully,  was  a  remedy  in  fuch  cafes.     I  followed 
the  prefcription,  was  in  a  profufe  fweat  for  the 
greater   part  of   the  night,  and  the  fever  left 
me.     The  next  day  I  croffed  the  river  in  a  fer- 
ry-boat, and    continued  my  journey  on  foot., 
1  had  fifty   miles  to  walk,  in  order   to  reach: 
Burlington,  where   I  was  told  I  Ihould  find 
paflage  boats  that  would  convey  me  to  Phila- 
delphia.    It  rained  haid  the  whole  "day,  fo  that 
I  was  wet   to  the  fein.     Finding   myfelf  fa- 
tigued about  noon,  1  flopped  at  a  paltry  ina, 
where  I  pafled   the  reft  of  the  day   and  the 
whole  night,  beginning  to  regret  that   I  had 
quitted  my  home.     I  made  befides  fo  wretch- 
ed a  figure,  that  I  was   fufpeded  to  be  fome 
runaway  lervant.     This   I  difcovered   by   the 
queftions  that  were  afked  me  ;  and  I  felt  that 
I  was  every  moment  in  danger  of  being  taken 
up  as  fuch.     The  next  day,  however,  I  con- 
tinued my  journey,  and  arrived  in  the  evening 
at  an  inn,  eight  or  ten  miles  from  Burlington^ 
that  was  kept  by  one  Dr.  Brown. 

This  man  entered  into  converfation  with  me 
while  I  took  fome  retrefhment,  and  perceiv- 
ing I  had  read  a  little,  he  expreffed  towards 
me  confiderable  intereft  and  friendlhip.  Our 
acquaintance  continued  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  1  believe  him  to  have  been  what 
is   called  an  itinerant  doftor  :  for  there  was 
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iro  town  in  England,  or  indeed  in  Europe,  of 
which  he  could  not  give  a  particular  accounts 
He  was  neither  deficient  in  underftanding  nor 
literature,  but  he  was  a  fad  infidel  ;  and, 
fome  years  after,  undertook  to  travefty  the 
Bible  in  burlefque  verfe,  as  Cotton  has  travef- 
tied  VirgiL  He  exhibited,  by  this  means,, 
many  fads  in  a  very  ludicrous  point  of  vievr 
which  would  have  given  mnbragc  to  weak 
minds,  had  his  work  been  publiftiedj  which  it 
never  was* 

I  fpent  the  night  at  his  houfe,  and  reached 
Burlington  the  next  morning.     On  my  arri- 
val, I  had  the  mortification  to  learn  that  the 
ordinary  paflage  boats  had  failed  a  little  be- 
fore.    This   was   on  a  i^aturday,   and  there 
would  be  no  other    boat  till  the  Tuefday  fol- 
lowing.     I  returned  to  the  houfe  of  an  old 
v/oman  in   the  town  who  had   f©ld  me   fome 
gingerbread  to  eat  on  my  paflage,  and  I  afked 
her  advice.     She  invited  me  to  take  up  my  a- 
bode  with  her  till   an  opportunity  offered  for 
me  to  embark.     Fatigued  with   having  travel- 
led fo  far  on  foot,  1  accepted    her  invitation. 
When  (he  underftood  that  I  was  a  Printer,  (he 
would  have  perfuaded  me  to  (lay  at  Burlington 
and  fet  up  my  trade  ;  but  flie  was  little  aware 
of  the  capital  that  would  be  neceffary  for  fuch 
a  purpofe  :  I  was  treated  while  at   ner    houfe 
with  true  hofpitality.     She  gave  me,  with  the 
utmofl  good  will,  a  dinner  of  beef-fteaks,  and 
would  accept  nothingin  returnbut  a  pint  of  ale*. 
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Here  I  imagined  niyfelf  to  be  fix:ed  till  the 
Tuefday  in  the  enfuing  week,  but  walking 
out  in  the  evening  by  the  river  fide,  I  faw  a 
boat  with  a  number  of  perfons  in  it  approach* 
It  was  going  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  compa- 
ny took  me  in.  As  there  was  no  wind,  wc 
could  only  make  way  with  our  oars.  About 
midnight,  not  perceiving  the  town,  fome  of 
the  company  were  of  opinion  that  we  mud 
have  pafled  it,  and  were  unwilling  to  row  any 
farther  ;  the  reft  not  knowing  where  we  were,- 
it  was  refolved  that  we  fiiould  ftop.  Wexirew 
towards  the  fhore,  entered  a  creek,  and  landed 
near  fome  old  palifades,  which  ferved  us  for 
fire-wood,  it  being  a  cold  night  in  Oftober. 
Here  we  flayed  till  day,  when  one  of  the  com* 
pany  found  the  place  in.  which  Vx*^  were,  to  be 
Cooper's  Creek,  a  little  above  Philadelphia,  j 
which  in  reality  we  perceived  the  moment  wc 
were  out  of  the  creek.  We  arrived  on  Sunday 
about  eight  or  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,^ 
and  landed  on  Market-Street  wharf. 

I  have^  entered;  into  the  particulars  of  my 
voyage,  and  fiiall  in  like  manner  defcribe  my 
firil  entrance  into  the  city,  that  you  may  be 
able  to  compare  beginnings  fo  little  aufpicious,, 
with  the  it^.gure  I  have  fince  made.. 

On  my  arrival  at  Philadelphia  I  was  in  my 
working  drefs^  by  bell  clothes  being  to  come 
by  fea.  1  was  covered  with  dirt ;  my  pockets 
>vere  filled  with  fliirts  and  ftockings  ;  I  was 
unaco^uainted  with  a  fingle  foul  in  the  place. 
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and  knew  not  where  to  feek   for  a  lodging. 
Fatigued  with  walking,  rowing,  and   having 
paffed  the  night  without Heep,  I  was  extreme- 
ly hungry,  and  all  my  money  confided  of  a 
Cutch  dollar,  and  about  a  (hilling's  worth  of 
coppers  which  1  gave  to  the  boatman  for  my 
paffage.       As   I  had  affifted  them  in  rowing, 
they  refufed  it  at  firft  ;  but  I  infifted  on  their 
daking  it.     A   man  is  fometimes  more  gene- 
rous when  he   has   little,  than  when  he  has 
much  money  ;  probably  becaufe  in  the  firfl 
,cafe,  he  is  defirous  of  concealing  his  poverty, 
I  walked  toward  the  top  of  the  ftreet,  looking 
eagerly  on  both  fides,  till  I  came  to  Market- 
ftreet,  where  I  met  with  a  child  with  a  loaf  of 
;bread.     I  had  often  made  my  dinner  on  dry 
bread.     I  inquired  where  he  had  bought  it, 
,and  went  ftraight   to  the  baker's  (hop  which 
he  pointed  out  to  me.      I  afked  for  fome  bif- 
xuits,  expecting  to  find  fuch  as  we  had  at  Bof- 
ton  ;  but  they  made,  it  feems,  none  of  that 
ibrtat  Philadelphia.     I  then  afeed  for  a  three- 
penny loaf.      They  made  no  loaves  of  that 
price.     Finding  myfelf  ignorant  of  the  prices, 
as  well  as  of  the  diiFerent  kinds  of  bread,  I  dc- 
fired  him  to  let  me   have  three  penny-worth 
,of  bread  of  fome  kind  or  other.     He  gave  me 
three  large  rolls.     I  was  furprized  at  receiving 
fo  much.    1  took  them,  however,  and  having 
4no  room  in  my  pockets,  I  walked  on  with  a 
roll  under  each  arm,  eating  the  third.     In  this 
inauuer    I    went  through    Market- ftreet  tv> 
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Fourth' ftreet,  and  pafled  the  houfe  of  Mu 
Read,  the  father  of  my  future  wife.  She  wa^ 
ilaxidiag  at  the  door,  ©bferved  me,  and  thought 
with  reafon,  that  I  made  a  very  fmgular  and 
grotefqoe  appearance. 

I  then  turned  thecorner  ;  and  went  through 
Chefnut-ftreet,  eating  my  roll  all  the  w^ay  ; 
and  having  made  this  round,  I-  found  myfelf 
again  on  Market-ftreet  wharf,  near  the  boat  in 
which  I  had  arrived,  I  ftepped  into  it  to  take 
a  draught  of  the  river  water  5  and  finding 
myfelf  fatisfied with  my  firft  roll,  I  gave  the 
other  two  to  a  woman  and  her  child,  who  had 
come  down  the  river  wath  us  in  the  boat,  and 
was  waiting  to  continue  her  journey.  Thus 
rcfrefhed,  I  regained  the  ftreet  which  was  now 
full  of  well  drefled  people,  all  going  the  fame 
way.  I  joined  them,  and  was  thus  led  to  a 
large  Quakers'  raeeting-houfe  near  the  mar- 
ket-place.  I  fat  down  with  the  reft,  and  af- 
ter looking  round  me  for  fome  time,  hearing 
nothing  faid,  and  being  drowfy  from  my  laft 
night's  labour  and  want  of  reft,  I  fell  into  a 
found  fleep.  In  this  (bte  I  continued  till  the 
aifembiy' difperfed,  when  one  of  the  congre- 
gation had  the  goodneis  to  wake  me.  This 
was  confequently  the  firft  houfe  I  entered,  or 
in  which  1  fiept  at  Philadelphia. 

1  began  again  to  walk  along  the  ftreet  by 
the  river  fide  ;  and  locking  attentively  in  the 
lace  of  every  one  I  met,  I  at  length  perceived  a 
young  Quaker,  whole  countenance  pkaied  me* 
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I  accofted  him,  and  begged  him  to  inform  me, 
where  a  ftranger  might  find  a  lodging.  We 
were  then  near  the  fign  of  the  Three  Marin- 
ers. They  receive  travellers  here,  faid  he, 
but  it  is  not  a  houfe  that  bears  a  good  charac- 
ter ;  if  you  will  go  with  me,  I  will  fhew  you 
a  better  one.  He  conducted  me  to  the  Crook- 
ed Billet,  in  Water-ftreet.  There  I  ordered 
fomething  for  dinner,  and  during  my  meal  a 
number  of  curious  queftions  were  put  to  me ; 
my  youth  and  appearance  exciting  the  fufpi- 
eion  of  my  being  a  runaway*  After  dinner 
my  diowfinefs  returned,  and  I  threw  myfelf 
upon  a  bed  without  taking  off  my  clothes,  and 
flept  till  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  I 
was  called  to  fupper.  I  afterwards  went  to 
bed  at  a  very  early  hour,  and  did  not  awake 
till  the  next  morning. 

As  foon  as  I  got  up  I  put  myfelf  in  as  decent 
a  trim  as  I  could,  and  went  to  the  houfe  of 
Andrew  Bradford,  the  printer.  I  found  his 
father  in  the  (hop,  whom  I  l?ad  feen  at  New« 
york.  Having  travelled  oixliorfeback.,  hehad 
arrived  at  Philadelphia  before  me.  He  in- 
troduced me  to  his  fon,  who  received  me  with 
civility,  and  gave  me  fome  breakfaft ;  but  told 
me  he  had  no  occafion  for  a  journeyman,  hav- 
ing lately  procured  one.  He  added,  that 
there  was  another  printer  newly  fettled  in  the 
{own,  of  the  name  of  Keimer,  who  might  per- 
haps employ  me  ;  and  that  in  cafe  of  a  rcfuf- 
al^  I  Ihould  be  welcome  to  lodge  at  his  houfe, 
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and  he  would  give  me  a  little  work   now  and 
then,  till  fomething  better  fliould  offer. 

The  old  man  offered  to  introduce  me  ta 
the  new  printer.  When  we  were  at  his  houfe  : 
*^  Neighbour/*  faid  he,  "  I  bring  you  a  young 
man  in  the  printing  bufinefs  ;.  perhaps  you 
may  have  need  of  hisfervices/' 

Keimer   afked    me   fome  queftions,   put  a 
compofing  flick  in  my  hand  to  fee  how  1  could 
work,  and  then  faid,  that  at  prefent  he  had 
nothing  for  me  to  do,  but  thai  he  Ihould  foon 
be  able  to  employ  me.       At  the  fame   time 
taking  old  Bradford  for  an  inhabitant  of  the 
town   well-difpofed  towards  him,  he  commu- 
nicated his?  projeQ;  to  him,  and  the   profpeft 
he  had  of  fuccefs,     Bradfprd  was  careful  not 
to  difcover  that  he  was  the  father  of  the  oth- 
er printer  ;  and  from  what  Keimer  had  faid, 
that  he   hoped   fhortly  to  be   in  poflTeffion  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  bufinefs  of   the  town, 
led  him  by  artful  queftions,  and  by  ftarting 
feme  difHculties,    to  difclofe  all   his   views, 
what  his  hopes  were  founded  upon,  and  how 
he  intended  to  proceed.      I  was  prefent,  and 
heard  it  all.     I  inftantly  faw  that  one  of   the 
two  was  a  cunning  old  fox,  and  the  other  a 
perfefl:  novice.     Bradford  left  me  with    Kei- 
mer, who  was  ftrangely  furprifed  when  1  in« 
formed  him  who  the  old  man  was. 

I  found  Keii;ner's  printing  materials  to  con- 
fxft  of  an  old  damaged  prefs,  and  a  fmall  caft 
of  worn-out  £nglilh  letter s^^  with  which   he 
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was  himfelf  at  work  upon  an  elegy  on  Aquila 
Rofe,  whom  I  have  mentioned  above,  an  in- 
genious young  man,  and  of  an  excellent  char- 
acter, highly  efteemed  in  the  town,  fecretary 
to  the  affembly,  and  a  very  tolerable  poet. 
Keimer  alfo  made  verfes,but  they  were  indif- 
ferent ones.  He  could  not  be  faid  to  write 
in  verfe,  for  his  methDd  was  to  fet  the  lines  a& 
they  flowed  from  his  mufe  ;  and  as  he  worked 
without  copy,  had  but  one  (et  of  letter  cafes,, 
and  the  elegy  would  probably  occupy  all  his. 
type,  it  was  impoflible  for  any  one  to  aififl  him. 
1  endeavoured  to  put  his  prefs  in  order,  which 
he  had  not  yet  ufed,  and  of  which  indeed  he 
undcrftood  nothing  ;  and  having  promifed  ta 
come  and  work  off  tjis  elegy  as  foon  as  it 
fhould  be  ready,  I  returned  to  the  houfe  of 
Bradford,  who  gave  me  fome  trifle  to  do  for 
the  prefent,  for  which  I  had  my  board  and 
lodging. 

In  a  few  days  Keimer  fent  for  me  to  print 
off  his  efegy.  He  had  now  procured  another 
fet  of  letter-cafes,  and  had  a  pamphlet  to  re- 
print, upon  which  he  fet  me  to  work. 

The  two  Philadelphia  printers  appeared 
deftitute  of  every  qualification  neceffary  in 
their  profeffion.  Bradford  had  not  been 
brought  up  to  it,  and  was  very  illiterate,  Kei^ 
mer,  though  he  underftood  a  little  of  the  bu- 
finefs,  was  merely  a  compofitor,  and  wholly 
incapable  of  working  at  the  prefs.  He  had 
feeen  one  of  the  French  prophets,  and  know 
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how  to  imitate  their  fupcrnatural  agitations:* 
At  the  time  of  our  firfl:  acquaintance  he  pro- 
feffed  no  particular  religion,  but  a  little  or  all 
upon  occafion..  He  was  totally  ignorant  of 
the  world,  and  a  great  knave  at  heart,  as  I  had 
Srfterwards  an  opportunity  of  experiencing. 

Keimer  could  not  endure  that,  working 
with  him,  I  fhould  lodge  at  Bradford's.  He 
had  indeed  a  houfe,  but  it  was  unfurnifiied  ;> 
fo  that  he  could  not  take  me  in.  He  procur- 
ed me  a  li^dgingat  Mr.  Read's,  his  landlord, 
whom  1  have  already  mentioned..  My  trunk 
and  effects  being  now  arrived,  I  thought  o£ 
making,  in  the  eyes  of  Mifs  Read,  a  more  ref- 
peftable  appearance  than  when  chance  exhib- 
ited  me  to  her  view^^^  eating  my  roJJ,  and  wan-^ 
dering  in  the  ftreets.. 

From,  this  period  I  began  to  contrafl:  an  ac- 
quaintance with  fuch  young  people  of  tha- 
town  as  were  fond  of  reading,  and  fpcnt  m^ 
tvenings  with  them  agreeably,  while  at  the 
fame  time  I  gained  money  by  my  induftry,. 
and,  thanks  to  my  frugality,  lived  contented. 
I  thus  forgot  Bofton  as  much  as  poiTible,  and 
wiftied  every  one  to  be  ignorant  of  the  place: 
of  my  rcfidence,  except  my  friend  Collins,  to^ 
whom  I  wrote,  and  who  kept  my  fecret. 

An  incident,  how^ever,  arrived,  which  fenfc 
me  home  much  fooner  than  I  had  propofed^ 
1  had  a  brother-in-law,  of  the  name  of  Robert. 
Holmes,  mafter  of  a  trading  floop  from  Bof- 
lou  to  Delaware*    Being  at.  NewcalUe,,  forty 
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miles  below  Philadelphia,  he  heard  of  me,  and 
wrote  to  inform  me  of  the  chagrin  which  my 
fudden  departure  from  Bofton  had  occafioncd 
my  parents,  and  of  the  afFeftion  which  they 
'ftill  entertained  for  me,  affuring  me  that,  if  I 
would  return,  every  thing  fhould  be  adjufted 
to  my  fatisfaftion  j  and  he  was  very  prefling 
in  his  entreaties.  I  anfwered  his  letter,  thank- 
ed him  for  his  advice,  and  explained  the  rea- 
fons  which  had  induced  me  to  quit  Bollon, 
with  fuch  force  and  clearnefs,  that  he  was  con- 
vinced I  had  been  lefs  to  blame  than  he  had 
imagined* 

Sir  William  Keith,  Governour  of  the  Prov- 
ince, was  at  Newcaftle  at  the  time.  Captain 
Holmes,  being  by  chance  in  his  company  when 
he  received  my  letter,  took  occafion  to  fpeak 
of  me,  and  fhewed  it  him.  The  Governour 
read  it,  and  appeared  furprifed  when  he  learn- 
ed my  age.  He  thought  me,  he  faid,  a  young 
man  of  very  promifing  talents,  and  that,  of 
confequence,  I  ought  to  be  encouraged  ;  that 
there  were  at  Philadelphia  none  but  very  ig- 
norant printers,  and  that  if  I  were  to  fet  up 
for  rhyfelf,  he  had  no  doubt  of  my  fuccefs  ; 
that,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  procure  me 
all  the  publie  bufinefs,  and  would  render  me 
every  other  fervice  in  his  power.  My  broth- 
er-in-law related  all  this  to  me  afterwards  at 
Bofton ;  but  I  knew  nothing  of  it  at  the  time  j 
when  one  day  Keimer  and  I  being  at  work  to- 
gether near  the  window,  we  faw  the  Gover- 
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nour  2nd  another  gentleman,  Colonel  Frencfi 
ofNcwcaftle,  handfamely  drefled,  crofs  th« 
ftreet  tnd  raake  diredly  for  our  houfe.  We 
heard  them  ^t  the  door,  and  Keimer,  believ- 
jngjt  to  be  a,vifit  to  himfelf,  went  immediate- 
ly  down  5  but  the  Governour  inquired  for 
me,  came  up  ftairs,  and  with  a  condefcenfioii 
and  politenefs  to  y/hich  I  had  not  at  all  been, 
accuftgmed,  paid  me  many  compliments,  de- 
firedto  be  acquainted  with  me,  obligingly  re- 
proached me  for  not  having  m,ade  myfelf 
known  to  him  on  my  arrival  in  the  town,  and 
wifhed  Bie  to  accompany  him  /to  a  tavern, 
•where  he  and  colonel  French  were  going  to 
tafle  fome  excellent  Madeira  wine, 

I  was,  I  confefs,  lomewhat  furprifed,  and 
Kcimer  appeared.thiinderftruck.  I  went,  how- 
ever, with  the  Governour  and  the  colonel  to  a 
tavern  at  the  corner  of  Third  ftreet,  where, 
while  we  were  drinking  the  Madeira,  he  pro- 
pofed  to  .me  to  eftabli|h  a  printing  houfe.  He 
fet  forth  the  probability  of  fuccefs,  and  him- 
felf  and  colonel  French  affured  me  that  I 
fliould  have  their  protefltlon  amd  influence  in 
pbtamihg  the  printing  of  the  public  papers  of 
both  governments  j  and  as  f  appeared  t©  doubt 
whether  niy  father  would  affift  me  in  this  en- 
terprife,  Sir  William  faid  that  he  would  give 
me  a  letter  to  him,  in  which  he  would  repre- 
fent  the  advantages  of  the  fcheme,  in  alight 
)vhich  he  had  no  doubt  would  determine  hinic 
J[t  was  thus  concluded  that  I  Ihould  return  to 
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^ofi:oa  by  the  firft  veffel,  with  the  letter  of  re- 
commendation  from  the  Governour,  to  my 
father.  Meanwhile  the  project  was  to  be 
kept  fecret,  and  1  continued  to  work  for' 
Keimer  as  before.  • 

The  Governout  fent  every  now  and  then  to 
invite  me  to  dine  with  him.  I  confidered  this 
as  a  very  great  honour  ;  and  I  was  the  more' 
fenfibleof  it,  as  he  converfed  v/ith  me  in  the 
mod  affable^  familiar,  and  friendly  manner- 
imaginable. 

Towards  the  end  of  April,  1724,  a  fmall  vef^ 
fel  was  ready  to  fail  for  Bofton.  I  took  leave 
of  Keimer,  upon  the  pretext  of-  going  to  fee 
my  parents.  1  he  Goveinour  gave  me  a  long  % 
letter,  in  which  he  faid  mmy  flattering  things 
of  me  to  my  father  ;  and  ftrongly  recomnTend- 
ed  the  projeftof  my  fe.ttlihg  at  Philadelphia^^ 
as  a  thing  which  could  not  fail  to  make  my 
fortune. 

Going  down  tlie  bay  we  ftrucfe  oii  a  flat^ 
and  fprung  a  leak.  The  weather  was  very 
tempeftuous,  and  we  were  obliged  to  pump 
without  intermiilion  ;  I  took  my  turn.  We 
arrived  however  fafe  and  found  at  Boflon,  af- 
ter about  a  fortnight's  paiTagc. 

I  had  been  abfent  feven  complete  months^ 
and  my  relations,  during  that  interval,  had  re- 
ceived no  intelligence  of  me  J  for  my  brother 
in-law,  Holmes,  was  not  yet  returned,  and 
had  not  written  about  me*  My  unexpe£ted 
appearance  furprifed  the  family   y  but  they 
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were  all  delighted  at  feeing  me  again,  and  e3f- 
cept  my  brother,  welcomed  me  home.  I  went 
to  him  at  the  printing-office.  I  was  better 
dreffed  than  I  had  ever  been  while  in  his  fer- 
vice  ;  I  had  a  complete  fuit  of  clothes,  new 
and  neat,  a  watch  in  my  pocket,  and  my  purfe 
was  furnilhed  with  nearly  five  pounds  fterling 
in  money.  He  gave  me  no  very  civil  recep- 
tion ;  and  having  eyed  me  from  head  to  foot, 
refumed  his  work. 

The  workmen  afked  me  with  eagernefs 
where  I  had  been,  what  fort  of  a  country  it 
was,  and  how  I  liked  it.  I  fpoke  in  the  high- 
eft  terms  of  Philadelphia,  the  happy  life  we 
led  there,  and  expreifed  my  intention  of  go- 
ing back  again.  -  One  of  them  aflced  what  fort 
of  money  we  had,  I  difplayed  before  them  a 
handful  of  filver,  which  I  drew  from  my 
pocket.  This  was  a  curiofity  to  which  they 
were  not  accuft©med,  paper  being  the  current 
money  at  Bofton.  I  failed  not  after  this  to 
let  them  fee  my  watch  ;  and  at  laft,  my  broth- 
er  continuing  fullen,  and  out  of  humour,  I 
gave  them  a  fhilling  to  drink,  and  took  my 
leave.  This  vifit  ftung  my  brother  to  the 
foul  ;  for  when  fhortly  after,  my  mother 
fpoke  to  him  of  a  reconciliation,  and  a  defire 
to  fee  us  upon  good  terms,  he  told  her  that  I 
had  fo  infulted  him  before  his' men,  that  he 
would  never  forget  or  forgive  it  j  in  this^ 
however,  he  was  miftaken. 
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The  Governour^s  letter  appeared  to  excite 
in  my  father  fome  furprife  ;  but  he  faid  little. 
After  fome  days,  Capt*  Holmes  being  return- 
ed, he  fhowed  it  him,  afking  him  if  he  knew 
Keith,  and  what  fort  of  a  man  he  was  ;  add- 
ing, that,  in  his  opinion,  it  proved  very  little 
difcernment  to  think  of  fetting  up  a  boy  in  bu- 
finefs,  who  for  three  years  to  come  would  not 
be  of  an  age  to  be  ranked  in  the  clafs  of  men* 
Holmes  faid  every  thing  he  could  in  favour  of 
the  fcheme  j  but  my  father  firmly  maintained 
its  abfurdity,  and  at  laft  gave  a  pofitive  refu- 
fal.  Rewrote,  however, a  civil  letter  to  Sir 
William,  thanking  him  for  the  protedtion  he 
had  fo  obligingly  offered  me,  but  refufing  to 
affiil  me  for  the  prefent,  becaufe  he  thought 
me  too  young  to  be  entrufted  with  the  con- 
dud  of  fo  important  an  enterprife,  and  which 
would  require  fo  confiderable  a  fum  of  mon* 
ey. 

My  old  comrade  ColKns,  who  was  a  clerk 
in  the  poft  office,  charmed  with  the  account 
I  gave  of  my  new  refidence,  expreffed  a  defire 
of  going  thither  ;  and  while  I  waited  my  fath- 
er's determination,  he  fet  off  before  me,  by 
land  for  Rhode-lfland,  leaving  his  books 
which  formed  a  handfome  colleftion  in  math- 
ematics and  natural  philofophy,  to  be  convey* 
<ed  with  mine  to  Newyork,  where  he  purpofed 
to  wait  for  me. 

My  father,  though  he  could  not   approve 
Sir  William's  propofal,  was  yet  pleafed  that  I 
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had  obtained  fo  advantageous  a  recoitimienaa^ - 
tion  as  that  of  a  perfon  of  his  rank,  and   that 
my  induftry  and  economy  had  enabled  me  to 
equip  myfelf  fo  handfomely  in  fo  (hort  a  peri- 
od.    Seeing  no  appearance  of  accommodating 
matters  between  my  brother  and  me,  he  con- 
fen  ted  to  my  return  to  Philadelphia,  advifed 
xne  to  be  civil  to  every  body,  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  general  efteem,   and  avoid  fatire  and  ^ 
farcafm,  to  which  he  thought  I  was  too  much 
inclined  ;  adding,  that,  with  perfeverance  and 
prudent  economy,  I  might,  by  the  time  I   be- 
came of  age,  fave    enough  to  eftablilh  myfelf 
in  bufinefs  ;  and  that  if  a  f ma  11   fum'  ftiould- 
then  be  wanting  he  would  undertake  to  fupplyit*' 

Ihis  was  all  I  could  obtain  from  him,  ex- 
cept lome  trifling  prefents,  in  token  of  friend-^' 
fhip  from  him  and  my  mother.     P  embarked^ 
once  more   foi^  Newyork,    furnifhed  at  this ' 
time  with  their  approbation  and  bleffing.    The^^ 
floop  having  touched  at  Newport  in  Rhodie-" 
liland,  I 'paid  a  vifit  to  my  brother  John^  who 
had  for  fome  years  been  fettled  there,  and 
was  married^      He  had  always  been  attached 
to  me,  and  received  me  with  great  afFedion. 
0ne  of  his  friends,  whofe  name  was  Veinon, 
having  a  debt  of  about  thifty-fix  pounds  due 
to  him  in  Pennfylvania,  begged  me  to  receive 
it  for  him,  and  keep  the  money  rill  I  ihoulcf^ 
hear  from  him  :  Accordingly  he  gave  me   an 
order  for  that  purpofe.     This  affiiir  occaiioned 
me,  in  the  fequel^  much  uneafmefs. 
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At  Newport  we  took  on  board  a  number  of 
,  paffengers ;  among  whom  were   two  young 
vwomen^^and  a  grave  and  fenfiblc  Quaker  lady 
with  her  fervants.      I  had  fhewn  an  obliging 
forwardnefs   in   rendering  the   Quaker  fome 
.trifling  fervices,  which  led  her,  probably,  to 
feel  fome  intereft  in   my  welfare ;  for  when 
flie  faw  a  familiarity  take  place,  and  every  day 
increafe,  between  the  two  young  v/omen  and 
^me,  flie   took  me  afide   and  faid,    *^  Young 
jRian,  I  am  in  pain  for  thee»      Thou  haft  no 
parent  to  wateh   over  thy  conduct,  and  thou 
feemeft  to  be  ignorant  of  the  world,  and  the 
fnares  to  which  youth  is  e?cpofed.     Rely  upon 
what  I  tell   thee  ;   4hofe   are   women  of  bad 
-charafters  ;  I  perceive  it  in   all  their  actions. 
Jf  thou  doft  not  take  care,  they  will  lead  thee 
into  danger^     They  are  ftrangers  to  thee,  and 
I  advife  thee,  by  the  friendly  intereft  I  take  in 
thy  prefervation,  to  form  no  connection  with 
them/'     As  I  appeared   at  firft  not  to  think 
quite  fo  ill  of  them  as  fhe  did,  (he  related  ma- 
ny thhigs  (he  had  feen  and  heard,  which  had 
cicaped  my  attention,  but  which  convinced  me 
(he  was  in  the  right.      I  thanked  her  for  her 
obliging  advice,  and  promifed  to  follow  it. 

When  we  arrived  at  Newyork,  they  inform- 
ed me  where  they  lodged,  and  invited  me  to 
come  and  fee  them.  J  did  not,  however,  go, 
and  it  was  well  I  did  not  ;  for  the  next  day, 
the  Captain  miffing  a  filver  fpoon  and  fome 
.other  things  which  had  been  taken  from  tha 
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cabin,  and  knowing  thefe  women  to  be  prof- 
titutes,  procured  a  fearch  warrant,  found  the 
ftolen  goods  upon  them,  and  had  them  pun- 
ifhed.  And  thus,  after  having  been  faved  from 
one  rock  concealed  under  water,  upon  which 
the  veffel  ftruck  during  our  paflage,  I  efcap- 
ed  another  of  a  ftill  more  dangerous  nature. 

At  Newyork  I  found  my  friend  Collins, 
who  had  arrived  fome  time  before.  We  had 
been  intimate  from  our  infancy,  and  had  read 
the  fame  books  together  ;  but  he  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  able  to  devote  more  time  to 
reading  and  fludy,  and  an  aftonifliing  difpofi- 
tion  for  mathematics,  in  which  he  left  me  far 
behind  him.  When  at  Bofton,  I  had  been  ac- 
cuftomcd  to  pafs  with  him  almoft  all  my  leif- 
ure  hours.  He  was  then  a  fober  and  induf- 
trious  lad  ;  his  knowledge  had  gained  him  a 
very  general  efteem,  and  he  feemed  to  prom- 
ife  to  make  an  advantageous  figure  in  fociety. 
But,  duringiriy  abfence,  he  had  unfortunate- 
ly addiaed  himfelf  to  brandy,  and  I  learned, 
as  well  from  himfelf  as  from  the  report  of 
others,  that  every  day  fince  his  arrival  at  New- 
york he  had  been  intoxicated,  and  had  a<9:ed 
in  a  very  extravagant  manner.  He  had  alfo 
played,  and  loft  all  his  money  ;  fo  that  I  was 
obliged  to  pay  his  cxpenfes  at  the  inn,  and  to 
maintain  him  during  the  reft  of  the  journey  j 
a  burthen  that  was  very  inconvenient  to  me. 

The  Governour  of  Newyork,  whofe  name 
was  Burnet,  hearing  the  Captain  fay  that  a 
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young  man  who  was  a  paffenger  in  his  fhip, 
had  a  great  number  of  books,  begged  him  to 
bring  me  to  his  houle.  I  accordingly  went, 
and  fhould  have  taken  Collins  with  me,  had 
he  been  fobcr.  The  Governour  treated  me 
with  great  civility,  (hewed  me  his  library, 
which  was  a  very  confiderable  one,  and  we 
talked  for  fome  time  upon  books  and  authors. 
This  was  the  fecond  Governour  who  had 
honoured  me  with  his  attention  ;  and  to  a 
poor  boy,  as  I  then  was,  thcfc  little  adventures 
did  not  fail  to  be  pleafing. 

\^e  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  On  the  way  I 
received  Vernon's  money,  without  which  we 
fhould  have  been  unable  to  have  finilhed  our 
journey. 

Collins  wifhed  to  get  employment  as  a  mer- 
chant's clerk  ;  but  either  his  breath  or  his 
countenance  betrayed  his  bad  habit  ;  for, 
though  he  had  recommendations,  he  met  with 
ilo  fuccefs,  and  continued  to  lodge  and  eat 
with  me,  and  at  my  cxpenfe«  Knowing  that 
I  had  Vernon's  money,  he  was  continually 
afking  me  to  lend  him  fome  of  it  ;  promiung 
to  pay  me  as  foon  as  he  fhould  get  employ- 
ment. At  lafl  he  had  drawn  fo  much  of  this 
money,  that  I  was  extremefy  alarmed  at  what 
might  become  of  me,  fhould  he  fail  to  make 
good  the  deficiency.  His  habit  of  drinking 
did  not  at  all  diminifh,  and  was  a  frequent 
IbuTCd  of  difcord  between  us  ;  for  when  he 

E2 
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had  drank  a  little  too  much,  he  was  very  head 
ftrong. 

Being  one  day  in  a  boat  together,  on  the 
Delawarcv  with  fome  other  young  perfons,  he 
refufed  to  take  his  turn  in  rowing.     You  fhall 
roM^  for  me,  fald  he,  till  we  get  home. — ^No,  I 
replied,  we  will  not  row  for  you.— You  fhall, 
(aid  he,  or  remain  upon  the  water  all  night. 
As  you  pleafe.     Let  us  row,  faid  the  reft  of 
the  company  :  What  fignifies  whether  he  af- 
fifts  or  not.     But,  already  angry  with  him  for 
his  condud  in  other  refpefts,  I  perfifted  in  my 
I'efufal.     He  then  fwore  that  he  would  make 
me  row,  or  would  throw  me  out  of  the  boat  j 
and  he  made  up  to  me.      As  foon  as    he  was 
within  my  reach  I  took  him  by  the  collar,  gave 
him  a  violent  thruft,  and  threw  bim  head-fore- 
m'oft  into  the  river.      1  knew  that  he  was  a 
good  fwimmer,  and  was  therefore  under  no 
apprehenftons  for  his  life.      Before  he  could 
turn  himfelf,  we  were  able,  by  a   few  ftrokes 
of  our  oars,  t6  place  ourfelvesout  of  his  reach  ; 
and  whenever  he  touched  the  boat,  we  afked 
him  if  he  would  row,  ftriking  his  hands  with 
the  oars  to  make  him  let  go   his  hold*      He 
was  nearly  fufFocated  with  rage,  but  obftinate- 
ly  refufed  making  any  promife  to  row.      Per- 
ceiving at  length  that  his  ftrength  began  to  be 
exhaufted,  we  took  him  into   the  boat,  and 
conveyed  him  home  in  the  evening,  complete-^ 
ly  drenched.      The  utmoft  coldnefs  fubfifted 
between  us  2||ter  this  adventure.      At  laft  the 
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captain  of  a  Weft  India  (hip,  who  wis  com- 
miflioned  to  procure  a  tutor  for  the  children 
of  a  gentleman  at  Barbadoes,  meeting  with 
Collins,  offered  him  the  place.  He  accepted 
it,  and  took  his  leave  of  me,  promifing  to  dif- 
charge  the  debt  he  owed  me  with  the  firft 
money  he  (hould  receive  j  but  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  him  fince. 

The  violation  of  the  truft  repofed  in  me  by 
Vernon,  was  one  of  the  firft  great  errours  of 
my  life  ;  and  it  proves  that  my  father  was 
not  miftaken  when  hefuppofed  me  too  young 
to  be  entrufted  with  the  management  of  im- 
portant affairs.  But  Sir  William,  upon  read- 
ing his  letter,  thought  him  too  prudent. 
There  was  a  difference,  he  faid,  between  indi- 
viduals ;  years  of  maturity  were  not  always 
accompanied  with  difcretion,  neither  was 
youth  in  every  inftance  devoid  of  it.  Since 
your  father,  added  he,  will  not  fet  you  up  in 
bufinefs,  I  will  d©  it  myfelf.  Make  out  a  lift 
of  what  will  be  wanted  from  England,  and  I 
will  fend  for  the  articles.  You  fliall  repay  me 
when  you  can.  I  am  determined  to  have  a 
good  printer  here,  and  I  am  fure  you  will  fuc- 
aeed.  This  was  faid  with  fo  much  feeming 
cordiality,  that  I  fufpefted  not  for  an  inftant 
the  fincerity  of  the  offer.  I  had  hitherto 
kept  the  projed,  with  which  Sir  William  had 
infpired  me,  of  fettling  in  bufinefs  a  fecret  at 
Philadelphia,  and  I  ftill  continued  to  do  fo. 
Had  my  reliance  on  the  Governour  been knowa 
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fome  friend,  better  acquainted  with  his  charac-^ 
ter  than  myfelf,  would  doubtlefs  have  advifed 
me  not  to  truft  him  ;  for  I  afterwards  learned 
that  he  was  univerfally  known  to  be  liberal  of 
promifes,  which  he  had  no  intention  to  per- 
form. .  But  having  never  folicited  him,  h^^ 
could  I  fuppofe  his  offers  to  be  deceitful  ?  On 
the  contrary,  I  believed  him  to  be  the  beft 
man  in  the  world-. 

I  gave  him  an  inventory  of  a  fmall  printing' 
office  ;  ^^^  expenfe  of  which  I  had  calculated 
at  about  a  hundred  pounds  fterling.  He  ex- 
preflTedhis  approbation,  but  afked  if  my  pref* 
ence  in  England,  that  I  might  choofe  the  char- 
acters myfelf,  and  fee  that  every  article  was 
good  in  its  kind,  would  not  be  an  advantage. 
You  will  alfo  be  able,  faid  he,  to-  form  fome 
acquaintance  there,  and  eflablifh  a  correfpon- 
dcnce  with  ftationers  and  bookfeliers.  This 
I  acknowledged  was  defirable.  That  being 
the  cafe,  added  he,  hold  yourfelfin  readinefs 
to  go  with  the  Annls.  This  was  the  annual 
vtffel,  and  the  only  one,  at  that  time,  which 
made  regular  voyages  between  the  ports  of 
London  and  Philadelphia.  But  the  Annis 
was  not  to  fail  for  fome  months.  I  therefore 
continued  to  work  with  Keimer,  unhappy  re- 
fpefting  the  fum  which  Collins  had  drawn 
from  me,  and  almoft  in  continual  agony  at  the 
thoughts  of  Vernon,  who  fortunately  made  no 
demand  of  his  money  tiUfeveral  years  aftei?. 
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In  the  account  of  my  firft  voyage  from  Bof- 
ton  to  Philadelphia,  I  omitted,  I  believe,  a  ti  i- 
fling  circumftance,  which  will  not  perhaps  be 
out  of  place   here.     During  a  calm    which 
flopped  us  above  Block-lfland,  the  crew  em- 
ployed themfelves  in  filhing  for  cod,  of  w^i^ich 
they  caught  a  great  number.     I  had  hit'fierto 
^dhered  to  tny  refolution  of  not  eating  any 
tiling  that  had  poffeflTed  life  ;  and  I  confider- 
^d  on  this  occafion,  agreeably  to  the  maxims 
of  my  mafter  Tryon,  the  capture  of  every  fifh 
as  a  fort  of  murder,  committed  without  pro- 
vocation, fince  thefe  animals  had  neither  done, 
nor  were  capable  of  doing,  the  fmalleft  injury 
to  any  one  that  fhould  juftify  the  meafure. — 
This  mode  of  reafoning  I  conceived  to  be  un- 
anfwerable.     Meanwhile  I  had  formerly  been 
extremely  fond  of  fifh  ;  and   when  one   of 
thefe  cod  was  taken  out  of  the  fryingpan,  I 
thought  its  flavour  delicious.    I  hefitated  fome* 
time  between  principle  and  inclination,  till  at 
lafl  recolleding,  that  when  the  cod  Had  been 
opened,  fome  fmall  fifh  were  found  in  its  belly, 
I  faid  to  myfelf,  if  you  eat  one  another,  I  fee 
no  reafon  why  we  may  not  eat  you,     I  accord- 
ingly dined  on  the  cod  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  pleafure,  and  have  fince   continued  to  eat 
like  the  reft  of  mankind,  returning  only  occa* 
fionally  to  my  vegetable  plan.       How  conve- 
nient does  it  prove  to  be  a  rational  animal^  that 
knows  how  to  find  or  invent  a  plaufible  pre- 
text for  whatever  it  has  an  inclination  to  do  I 
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I  <:ontinued  to   live  upon  good  terms  wkfe 
Keimer,  who  had  not  the  fmallefl:  fufpicion  of 
iny  projeaedeftabliihTnent.     He  flill  retained 
a  portion  of  his  former  enthufiafni,  and  being 
fond  of  argument,  we  frequently  dilputed  to- 
gether^    1  was  fo  much  in  the  habit  of  ufmg 
iny  Socratic  method,  and  had  ip  frequently 
puzzled  him  by  my  queftions,  which  appeared 
at  firft  very  diftant  from  the  point  in  debate, 
yet  neyerthelefs  lexi  to  it  by  degrees,  involv- 
ing hijn  in  difficulties  and  contradiftions  fronjt 
jwhich  he  was  unable  to  extricate  himfelf,  that 
he  became  ,at   laft  ridiculoufly  cautious,  and 
jwould  £car4cely  anfwer  the  moil  plain  and  fa^ 
xniliar  qpeftion  without  preyioufly  afking  me. 
What  wopld  you  infer  from  that  ?  Hence  he 
formed  fo  high  an  opinion  of  my  talents  for 
refutatioii^  that  he  ferioufly  propofed  to  ra? 
to  become  his  colleague  in  the   eftablifhment 
of  a  new  religious  fefit.     He  was  to  propagate 
the  diftrine  by  preacbingj  and  J  to  refute  eVf 
ery  opponent. 

Whea  he  explained  to  ijie  ]bis  tenets,  I 
found  many  abfurdities  which  I  refufed  to  ad>. 
mit,  unlefs  he  would  agree  in  turn  to  adopt 
fome  of  my  opinions,  ^^eimer  wore  his  beard 
long,  becaufe  Moles  had  fomewhere  faid, 
Thoujhalt  not  piar  the  corners  ef  thy  beard. — - 
He  likc\yife  obferyed  the  Sabbath  ;  and  thefe 
y^eire  with  hini  t\yo  very  effential  points.  I 
difliked  them  both  ;  but  I  confented  to  adopt 
l^em  provided  he  would  abftain  from  animaj 
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food.  I  doubt,  fald  he,  whether  my  conftitu. 
(ion  will  be  able  to  lupport  it,  I  affured  him 
on  the  contrary  that  he  would  find  himfelf  the 
better  for  it.  He  w^as  naturally  a  glutton,  and 
1  wiftied  fo  amufe  myfelf  by  ftarving  him. 
He  confented  to  make  trial  of  this  regimen^ 
if  I  would  bear  him  company  ;  and  in  reality 
'^e  continued  it  for  three  months*  A  woman 
fn  the  neighbourhood  prepared  and  brought 
ns  our  viftuals,  to  whom  I  gave  a  lift  of  forty 
dilhes  ;  in  the  compofition  of  which  there  en- 
tered neither  flefh  nor  fifb.  This  fancy  was 
the  more  agreeable  to  me,  asf  it  turned  to  good 
account  ;  for  the  whole  expenfe  of  our  living 
did  not  exceed  for  each  eighteen  pence  a 
week. 

I  have  fince  that  peyiod  obferved  feveral 
Lents  with  the  greateft  ftriftnefs,  and  have 
fuddenly  returned  again  to  my  ordinary  diet, 
without  experiencing  the  fmalleft  inconve- 
nience ;  which  has  led  me  to  regard  as  ^f  no 
importance  the  advice  commonly  given,  of  in- 
troducing gradually  fuch  alterations  of  regi- 
men. 

I  continued  it  cheerfully  ;  but  poot  Keimer 
fufFered  terribly.  Tired  of  the  project,  he 
fighed  for  the  flefh  pots  of  Egypt.  At  length 
he  ordered  a  roaft  pig,  and  invited  me  and 
two  of  our  female  acquaintance  to  dine  witk 
him  ;  but  the  pig  being  ready  a  little  too  foon, 
he  could  not  refift  the  temptation,  and  eat  it 
all  up  before  we  arrived* 
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During  the  circumftances  I  have  related,  I 
had  paid  fome  attentions  to  Mifs  Read.  I  en- 
tertained for  her  the  utmoft  efteem  and  affec- 
tion ;  and  I  had  reafon  to  believe  that  thefe 
fentiments  were  mutual.  But  we  were  both 
young,  fcarcely  more  than  eighteen  years  of 
age  ;  and  as  I  was  on  the  point  of  undertak- 
ing n  long  voyage,  her  mother  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  prevent  matters  being  carried  too  far 
for  the  prefent,  judging  that  if  marriage  was 
our  objeQ:,  there  would  be  more  propriety  in 
it  after  my  return  j  when,  as  at  leaft  I  exped- 
ed,  I  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  my  bufmefe. 
Perhaps  alfo  Ihe  thought  that  my  expedations 
were  not  fo  well  founded  as  I  imagined. 

My  moft  intimate  acquaintance  at  this  time 
were  Charles  Olborne,  Jofeph  Watfon,  and 
James  Ralph  ;  young  men  who  were  all  fond 
of  reading.  The  two  firfl  were  clerks  to  Mr* 
Charles  Brogdon,  one  of  the  principal  attornies 
In  the  town,  and  the  other  clerk  to  a  merchant. 
Watfon  was  an  upright,  pious  and  fenfible 
yousng  man  ;  the  othtrs  were  fomewhat  more 
loofe  in  their  principles  of  religion,  particular- 
ly Ralph,  whofe  faith,  as  well  as  that  of  Col- 
lin, I  had  contributed  to  (hake  j  each  of 
whom  made  me  fufler  a  very  adequate  punifh- 
ment.  Ofborne  was  fenfible,  fincere  and  af- 
feftionate  in  his  friendfliips,  but  too  much  in- 
clined to  the  critic  in  matters  of  literature,-— 
Ralph  was  ingenious  and  (hrewd,  genteel  in 
his  addrefs,  and  extremely  eloquent.   I  do  not 
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remember  to  have  met  with  a  more  agreeable 
fpeaker*  They  were  ¥oth  enamoured  of  the 
mufes,  and  had  already  evii^ced  their  paflioii 
byfomcfmall  poetical  produ£lionsv 

It  was  a  cuftom  with  us  to  take  a  charming 
walk  on  Sundays,  in  the  woods  that  border  on^ 
the  Skuylkill.  Here  we  read  together  and  af- 
terwards converfed  on  what  we  read.  Ralph 
was  difpofed  to  give  himfelf  up  entirely  to  po- 
etry. He  flattered  himfelf  that  he  fhould  ar- 
rive at  great  eminence  in  the  art,  and  even  ac* 
quire  a  fortune.  Thefublimefl:  poets,  hepre^ 
tended,  when  they  firft  began  to  write,  con> 
mitted  as  many  faults  as  himfelf^  Ofborne 
endeavoured  to  diffuade  him  fronilt,  by  af« 
furing  him  that  he  had  no  genius  for  poetry^ 
and  advifed  him  to  ftick  to  the  trade  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up.  In  the  road  of  com- 
merce, faid  he,  you  will  be  fure^  by  diligence- 
and  affiduity,  though  you  have  no  capital,  of 
fo  far  fucceeding  as  to  be  employed  as  a  fac- 
tor, and  may  thus,  in  time,  acquire  the  mean^ 
of  fetting  up  for  yourfelf.  I  concurred  in 
thefe  fentiments,  but  at  the  fame  time  expreff. 
ed  my  approbation  of  amufing  ourfelves  fome- 
times  with  po6try,  with  a  view  to  improve  our 
ftyle.  In  confequence  ©f  this  it  was  propofed 
that,  at  our  next  meeting,  each  of  us  (hould 
bring  a  copy  of  verfes  of  his  own  compofition. 
Our  objed:  in  this  competition  was  to  benefit 
each  other  by  our  mutual  remarks,  criiicifms^ 
and  corredions  5  and  as  ftyle  and  expreflion 
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were  all  we  had  in  view,  we  excluded  evetf 
idea  of  invention,  by  agreeing  that  our  taffc 
fhould  be  a  verfion  of  the  eighteenth  pfalm, 
in  which  is  defer ibed  the  defcent  of  the  deity. 

The  time  of  our  meeting  drew  near,  when 
Ralph  callerf  upon  me,  and  told  me  his  piece 
was  ready,     I  informed  him  that  I  had  been 
Mle,  and  not  much  liking  th«  talk,  had  done 
nothing.     He  fhowed  me  his  piece,  and  aflcetf 
w^hat  I  thought  of  it.      I  exprefled'  myfeif  inf 
terms  of  warm  approbation  j  becaufe  it  really 
appeared  to  haveconfidcrablc  merit.    He  then 
fard  :^   Ofborne  will  never  acknowledge   the 
fmalleft  degree  of  excellence  in  any  produc- 
tion of  mine.      Envy  alone  diftates   to  him  a^ 
thoufand  animadverfions.      Of  you  he  k  not 
fo jealous:  Iwifli,  therefore, you  would  take 
the  Verfes  and  produce  them  as  your  own.     1 
wilt  pretend  not  to  have  had  leifure  to  write 
any  things     We  fhall  then  fee  in   what  man- 
ner he  wiir  fpeak  of  them.      I  agreed  to  this 
Kttle  artifice,  and  inxmediately  tranfcribed  th^^ 
verfes  ro  prevent  all  fufplcion.. 

We  met*  Watfon^s  performance  was  the 
firft  that  was  read.  It  Tiad  fome  beauties,  but 
many  faults.  We  next  read  Ofborne's ,  which 
was  much  better.  Ralph  did  it  juftice,  re- 
marking  a  few  imperfedions,  and  applauding 
fuch  parts  as  were  excellent.  He  had  him- 
felf  nothing  to  fhow.  It  was  now  my  turn.  I 
made  fome  difficulty  ;  feemedas  if  I  wifhed  to 
be  excufed  j  pretended  that  I  had  had  no  time 
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40  make  c©rre£lions,  &c.  No  excufe,  howev- 
er, was  admiflible,  and  the  piece  muft  be  pro- 
duced. It  was  read  and  re-read.  Watfon 
and  Ofborne  immediately  refigned  the  palm, 
and  united  in  applauding  it.  Ralph  alone 
made  a  few  remarks,  and  propofed  fome  al- 
terations %  but  I  defended  my  text.  Ofborne 
agreed  with  me,  and  told  Ralph  he  was  no 
more  able  to  criticife  than   to  write. 

When  Ofborne  was  a;lone  with  me,  he 
cxpreffed  himfelf  ftill  more  flrongly  in  favour 
cf  what  he  confidered  as  my  performance. 
He  pretended  that  he  had  put  fome  reftraint 
on  himfelf  before,  apprehenfive  of  my  conilru- 
ing  his  commendation  into  flattery.  But  who 
would  have  fuppofed,  faid  he,  Franklin  to  be 
capable  of  fuch  a  compofition  ?  What  paint- 
ing, what  energy.  What  fire  ?  He  Jias  furpaff- 
ed  the  original.  In  his  common  converfation 
he  appears  not  to  have  choice  of  w^ords  ;  he 
hefitates,  and  is  at  a  lofs  >  and  yet,  good  God, 
how  he  writes. 

At  our  next  meeting  Ralph  difcovered  the 
trick  we  had  played  Ofborne,  who  wa^  rallied 
without  mercy. 

By  this  adventure  Ralph  was  fixed  In  his 
refolution  of  becoming  a  poet.  I  left  nothing 
unattempted  to  divert  him  from  his  purpofe ; 
but  he  perfevered,  till  at  laft  the  reading  of 
Pope*  effeded  hi$  cure  :  He  became,  hpwev- 

*  Probably  the  Dunctat!,  where  we  !i  id  him  thus  im- 
PdorUlised  by  the  Author  j 
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cr,  a  very  tolerable  profe  writer.  I  fhall  fpeak 
more  of  him  hereafter  ;  but  as  I  fhall  probably 
have  no  farther  occafion  to  meBtion  the  other 
two,  I  ought  to  obferve  here,  that  Watfon  di- 
^dafew  years  after  in  my  arms.  He  was 
greatly  regretted  ;  for  he  was  the  bell  of  our 
fociety.  Ofborne  went  to  the  iflands,  where 
he  gained  confiderable  reputation  as  a  barrif- 
ter,  and  was  getting  money  ;  but  he  died 
young.  "We  had  ferioufly  engaged,  that  wljo- 
> 'ever  died  firft  fhould  return,  if  poffible,  and 
pay  a  friendly  vifit  to  the  furvivor,  to  give 
him  an  account  of  th€  other  world;  but  he 
has  never  fulfilled  his  engagement. 

The  Govemour  appeared  to  be  fond  of  my 
company,  and  frequently  invited  me  to  his 
houfe.  He  always  fpoke  of  his  intention  of 
fettling  me  in  bufmefs,  as  a  point  that  was  de* 
cided.  I  was  to  take  with  me  letters  of  rec- 
ommendation to  a  number  of  friends  ;  and 
particularly  a  letter  of  credit,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  neceffary  fum  for  the  purchafe  of  my 
prefs,  types,  and  paper.  He  appointed  vari- 
ous times  for  me  to  come  for  thefe  letters,, 
which  would  certainly  be  ready  ;  and  when  I 
came  always  put  me  off  to  another  day* 

Thefe  fucceffive  delays  continued  till  the 
veffel,  whofe  departure  had  been  feveral  times 
referred,  was  on  the  point  of  fetting  fail  j  when 
I  again  went  to  Sir  William's  houfe,  to  receive 

Siknce  ye  wolveSy  wh?Jc  RdLpirto  Cynthia  kowU^ 
^nd makes  night  hideous  j  anstver  him^  ye  owls       t 
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my  letters  and  take  leave  of  him.  I  faw  his 
fecretary,  Dn  Bard,  who  told  me  that  the 
Governour  was  extremely  bufy  in  writing,  but 
that  he  would  be  down  at  Newcaftle  before 
the  veffel,  and  that  the  letters  would  be  de- 
livered to  me  there. 

Ralph,  though  he  was  majried  and  had  a 
child,  determined  to  accompany  me  in  this 
voyage.  His  object  was  fuppofed  to  be  the 
eftablifhitig  a  correfpondence  with  fome  mer- 
cantile houfes,  in  order  to  fell  goods  by  com- 
miflion  ;  but  I  afterwards  learned  that,  having 
reafon  to  be  diflatisfied  vnth  the-  parents  of 
his  wife,  he  pro{3ofed  to  himfelf  ta  leave  her 
on  their  hands,  and  never  return  to  America 
again. 

Having  taken  leave  of  my  friend,  and  in- 
terchanged promifes  of  fidelity  withMifs  Read, 
I  quitted  Philadelphia.  At  Newcaftle  the 
veffel  came  to  anchor.  The  Governour  was 
arrived,  and  I  went  to  his  lodgings.  His  fec- 
retary received  me  with  great  civility,  told  me 
on  the  part  of  the  Governour  that  he  could  not 
fee  me  then,  as  he  was  engaged  in  affairs  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  but  that  he  would  fend 
the  letters  on  board,  and  that  he  wifted  mq, 
with  all  his  heart,  a  good  voyage,  and  fpeedy 
return.  I  returned,  fomewhat  aftonifhed,  to 
the  fhip,  but  ftill  without  entertaining  the 
flight efl  fufpicionc 

Mr.  Hamilton,   a   celebrated   barriftcr   of 
Philadelphia;  had  taken  a  paffage  to  England 

F2 
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for  himfelf  and  his  Ton,  and  in  conjundion 
with  Mr.  Denham  a  quaker,  and  Meffrs.  Oni- 
am  and  Ruflel,  proprietors  of  a  forge  in  Ma- 
ryland, had  agi-eed  for  the  whole  cabin,  fo 
that  Ralph  and  I  were  obliged  to  take  up  our 
lodging  with  the  crew.  Being  unknown  to 
every  body  in  the  (hip,  we  were  looked  upon 
as  the  common  order  of  people  :  But  Mr. 
Hamilton  and  his  fon  (it  was  James,  who  was 
afterwards  governoar,)  left  us  at  Newcaflle, 
and  returned  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was 
recalled^  at  a  very  great  expenfe,  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  a  veffel  that  had  been  feized  ;  and 
juft  as  we  were  about  to  fail,  colonel  Finch 
came  on  board,  and  fhewed  me  many  civilities. 
The  paffengers  upon  this  paid  me  more  atten- 
tion, and  I  was  invited,  together  with  my 
friend  Ralph,  to  occupy  the  place  in  the  cab- 
in which  the  return  of  the  Mr.  Hamiltons  had 
made  vacant  j  an  offer  which  we  very  readily 
accepted. 

Having  learned  that  the  difpatches  of  the 
Governour  had  been  brought  on  board  by  co- 
lonel  Finch,  I  alked  the  captain  for  the  letters 
that  were  to  be  entrufted  to  my  care.  He  told 
me  that  they  were  all  put  together  in  the  bag, 
which  he  could  not  open  at  prefent ;  but  be- 
fore we  reached  England,  he  would  give  me 
an  opportunity  of  taking  them  out.  I  was 
fatisfied  with  thi§  anfwer;^  and  w«  purfued  our 
Yoyage* 
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The  company  in  the  cabin  were  all  very  fo- 
ciable,  and  we  were  perfectly  well  off  as  to 
provifions,  as  we  had  the  advantage  of  the 
whole  of  Mr.  Hamilton's,  who  had  laid  in  a 
very  plentiful  flock.  During  the  paffage  Mr. 
Denham  contrf£led  a  friendfhip  for  me,  which 
ended  only  with  his  life  ;  in  other  refpects 
the  voyage  was  by  no  means  an  agreeable  one, 
as  we  had  much  bad  weather* 

When  we  arrived  in  the  river,  the  captain 
was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  allowed  me  to, 
fearch  the  bag  for  the  governour's  letters.  I 
could  not  find  a  fingle  one  with  my  name 
written  on  it,  as  committed  to  my  care  j  but 
I  fclefted  fix  or  feven,  which  I  judged,  from 
the  direftion,  to  be  thofe  that  were  intended 
for  me  ;  particularly  one  to  Mr.  Bafket,  the 
King's  printer,  and  another  to  a  ftationer, 
who  was  the  firft  perfon  I  called  upon.  I  de- 
livered him  the  letter  as  coming  from  Gover- 
nour  Keith.  "  I  have  no  acquaintance  (faid 
hok)  with  any  fucli  perfon  ;'^  and  opening  the 
letter,  ^*  Oh,  it  is  from  Riddlefden  !"  he  ex- 
claimed.  "  I  have  lately  difcovered  him  to 
be  a  very  arrant  knave,  and  I  wifli  to  have 
nothing  to  do  either  with  him  or  his  letters/* 
He  inftantly  put  the  letter  into  my  hand,  turn- 
ed upon  his  heel,  and  left  me  to  ferve  fome 
cuftomers. 

I  was  aftonilhed  at  finding  thefe  letters  were 
Xiot  from  the  Governour.  Reflefting  and 
putting  circumftances  together,  I  then  began 
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to  doubt  his  fincericy.  I  rejoined  my  friend 
Denham,  and  related  the  whole  affair  to  him. 
He  let  me  at  once  into  Keith's  charafter,  told 
me  there  was  not  the  leafl:  probability  of  his 
having  written  a  fingle  letter  ;  that  no  one 
who  knew  him  ever  placed  any  reliance  on 
him,  and  laughed  at  my  credulity  in  fuppof- 
ing  that  the  Governour  would  give  me  a  let- 
ter  of  credit,  when  he  had  no  credit  for  him- 
felf.  As  i  fhowed  fome  uneafinefs  tefpeding 
what  ftep  I  fhould  take,  he  advifed  me  to  try 
to  get  employment  in  the  houfe  of  fome  prin* 
ter.  YoH  may  there,  faid  he,  improve  your- 
felf  in  bufinefe,  and  you  will  be  able  te  fettle 
yourfelf  the  more  advantageoufly  when  yoa^ 
return  to  America. 

We  knew  already,  as  well  as  the  Jftationer, 
attorney  Riddlefden  to  be  a  knave.  He  had 
nearly  ruined  the  father  of  Mifs  Read,  by 
drawing  him  in  to  be  his  fecurity.  We  learn* 
ed  from  his  letter,  that  he  was  fecretly  carry- 
ing on  an  intrigue,  in  concert  with  the  Gov- 
ernour, to  the  prejudice  of  Mr.  Hamilton, 
who  it  was  fuppofed  would  by  this  time  be  in 
Europe.  Denham,  who  was  Hamilton's 
friend,  was  of  opinion  that  he  ought  to  be 
acquainted  with  it  ;  and  in  reality,  the  inftant 
he  arrived  in  England,  which  was  very  foon 
after,  I  waited  on  him,  and,  as  much  from 
good- will  to  him  as  from  refentmcnt  againfl: 
the  Governour,  put  the  letter  into  his  hands* 
He  thanked  me  very  fincerely,  the  iftforiaation 
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it  contained  being  of  confequence  to  him  ; 
and  from  that  moment  beftowed  on  me  hrs 
friendfhip,  which  afterwards  proved  on  many 
occafions  ferviceable  to  me« 

But  what  are  we  to  think  of  a  Governouf 
w^ho  could  play  fo  fcurvy  a  trick,  and  thus 
grorfsly  deceire  a  poor  young  lad,  wholly  def- 
titute  of  experience  ?  It  was  a  pradice  with 
him.  Wifhing  to  pleafe  every  body,  and 
having  little  to  beftow,  he  was  lavifh  of  prom- 
ifes.  He  was  in  other  refpefts  fenfible  and 
judicious,  a  very  tolerable  writer,  and  a  good 
Governovir  for  the  people  ;  though  not  fo  for 
the  proprietaries,  whole  inftrudions  he  fre* 
quently  difregarded.  Many  of  our  beft  laws 
^ere  his  work,  and  eftablilhed  during  his  ad- 
ininiftration. 

Ralph  and  I  were  inseparable  compamions. 
We  took  a  lodging  together  ^t  three-and-fix- 
pence  a  week,  which  was  as  much  as  we  could 
afford.  He  met  with  fome  relations  in  Lon* 
don,  but  they  were  poor  and  n^t  able  to  aflifl 
him.  He  now,  for  the  first  time,  informed 
me  ©f  his  intention  to  remain  in  England,  and 
that  he  had  no  thoughts  of  ever  returning  to 
Philadelphia.  He  was  totally  without  money  j 
Ihe  little  he  had  been  able  to  raife  having  bare- 
ly fufficed  for  his  paflage.  I  had  ftili  fifteen 
piftoles  remaining  ;  and  to  me  he  ha^  from 
time  to  time  recDurfe,  while  he  tried  to  get 
emplpirment* 
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At  firil,  believing  himfelf  pofleiTed  of  tal- 
ents for  the  ftage,  he  thought  of  turning  ac- 
tor ;  but  Wilkes,  to  whom  he^pplied,  frank- 
ly advifed  him  to  renounce  the  idea,  as  it  was 
impoffible  to  fucceed.  He  next  propofed  to 
Roberts,  a  book-feller  in  Paternofter-Row,  to 
write  a  weekly  paper  in  the  manner  of  the 
Speftator,  upon  terms  to  which  Roberts  would 
not  liflen.  Laftly,  he  endeavoured  to  pro« 
cure  employment  as  a  cppyift,  and  applied  to 
the  lawyers  ^nd  ftationers  about  the  Temple  ; 
but  he  could  find  no  vacancy. 

As  to  my felf,  J  immediately  got  engaged  at 
Palmer^s,  at  that  time  a  noted  printer  in  Bar- 
tholomew Qlofe,  with  whom  I  continued  ft  ear- 
ly a  year.  I  applied  very  afliduoufly  to  my 
work  J  but  I  expended  with  R^iph  almofl:  all 
that  I  earned^  Plays,  and  other  places  pf 
amufement  which  we  frecjuented  together, 
haying  exhaufted  my  piftoles,  we  jived  aft  * 
this  from  hand  to  mouth.  He  appeared  to 
have  entirely  forgotten  his  )yife  and  child,  as 
I  alfo,  by  degrees,  forgot  my  engagements 
with  Mils  Read,  to  whom  I  never  wrote  more 
than  one  letter,  and  that  merely  to  inform 
her  that  I  w^as  not  likely  to  return  foon. 
This  w^s  another  grand  errour  of  my  life, 
which  I  Ihould  be  defirous  of  cqrreciing,  were 
I  to  begin  my  career  again. 

I^was  employed  at  Palme's  on  the  fecond 
edition  of  Woolafton's  Religion  of  Nature, 
gome  of  his  arguments  appearing  to  me  nat 
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to  be  well  founded,  I  wrote  a  fmall  metaphyi- 
ic'al  treatife.  In  which  I  animadverted  on  thole 
paffages.  It  was  entitled,  a  Differtation  on 
Liberty  and  Neceffity,  Pleafiire  and  Pain.  I 
dedicated  it  to  my  ftierid  Ralph,  and  printed 
a  fmall  numbef  of  copies.  Palmer,  upon  this, 
treated  me  witll  more  confideration,  ahd  re- 
garded me  as  a  young  nlaa  of  talents  ;  though 
he  ferioufly  took  me  to  talk  for  the  principles 
of  my  pamphlet j  which  hfe  looked  upon  as 
abominable.  The  printing  of  this  work  was- 
aiiother  errour  of  niy"  life. 

While  I  lodge^d  in  Littlb  Britkiri  I  fdrpied 
aCquaintatlce  with  a  bookleller  of  the  name  of 
Wilcox,  whofe Here  Vv^as  next  door  to  me. 
Circulating  libraries  were  not  then*  in  ufe. 
He  had  animmenfe  colledion  of  books  of  alF 
forts.  We  agreed  that,  for  a  reafonable  ret- 
libution,  of  which  I  have  now  forgotten  the* 
price,  I  fliouid  have  freeaccefs'  to  his  library, 
and  take  what  books  I  pleafed,  which  I  was 
to  return  when  I  had  read  them.  I  confider- 
ed  this  agreement  a;  a  very  great  advantage  ; 
and  i  derived  from  it  as  much  benefit  as  was 
in  my  power. 

My  pamphlet  fallihg  into  the  Hands  of  a 
furgeon^  of  the  name  of  Lyons,  author  of  a 
book  entitled,  Infallibility  of  Human  Judg- 
ment, was  the  occaaon  of  a  confiderable  in- 
timacy between  us;  He  exprelFed  great  ef- 
teem  for  me,  came  freqlaently  to  lee  me  in  or- 
der to   convcife   upon  m^taphyfical  fubjects. 


and  introduced  me  to  Dr.  Mandeville^  authos^ 
of  the  Urble  of  Bees,  who  had  inftituted  a; 
club  at  a  tavern  in  Cheapfide,  of  which  he 
was  the  foul  ;  he  was  a  facetious  and  very 
amufing  chara^er.  He  alfo  introduced  me, 
at  Barton's  coffee  houfe,  tp  Dn  Pembeiton^ 
vrho  promifed  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  Sir  Iftac  Newton,  which  I  very  ardent- 
ly defired  ;  but  he  neyer  kept  his  word. 

I  had  brought  fornc  curiofities  wjth  me  from^ 
America  ;  the  principal  of  which  was  a  purfe 
made  of  afbeflos,  which  fire  only  purifies.. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane  hearing  of  it,  tailed  upon  me^ 
and  invited  me  to  his  houfe  in  Bloomfbury 
fquare,  where,  after  fhowing  me  every  thing 
that  was  curious,  he  prevailed  on  me  to  add 
this  piece  to  hia  colieftion  j  for  which  he  paid; 
me  very  handfomely. 

There  lodged  in  the  fame  houfe  with  us  at: 
young  woman,  a  millener,  who  bad  a  Ihop  by 
the  fide  of  the  Exchange.  Lively  and  fenfi- 
ble,  and  having  received  an  education  fome- 
wh;at  above  her  rank,  her  converfation  was  ve-. 
^y  agreeable.  Ralph  read  plays  to  her  qvery 
evening.  They  became  intimate.  She  took 
another  lodging,  and  he  followed  her.  They 
lived  for  fome  time  together  y  but  Ralph  be- 
ing without  employment,  fbe  having  a  child, 
and  the  profits  of  her  bufinefs  not  fufficing  for 
the  maintenance  of  tjhree,  he  refolved  to  quit 
London  and  try  a  country  fchool.  This  was 
a  plan  in  wbijch  he  thought  himfelf  likely  ta 
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fticceed,   as  he  wrote  a  fine  hand,   and  was: 
verfcd  in  arithmetic  and  accompts.     But  con- 
fiderh-ig  the  office  as  beneath  him,  and  exped- 
ijQgfome  day  to  make  a  better  figure  in  the 
world,  when  he  fliould  be  afliamed  of  its  bd- 
ing  known  that  he  had  exercifed  a  profeffipn. 
fp  little  honourable,  he  changed  his  name,  and- 
did  me  the  honour  of  aiTuming  mine.      He 
wrote  to  me  foon  after  his  departure,  inform- 
ing me  that  he  was  fettled  at   a  fmall  village- 
in  Berkfkire.      lii  his  letter  he  recommended'^ 
Mrs.  T— — ,  the  millener,  to  my  care,  and  re-^ 
queued  an  anfwer,  dircded  to  Mr.  FrankKn^. 
fchoolmafter,  at  N ^ 

He  continued  to  write   to  me   frequently^., 
fending  njie  large  fragiiiQnts  of  an  epic  poem, 
he  was  compoiing,   and  which  he  requefted 
me  to  criticife  and  correft*     I  did  fo,  but  not 
without   endeavouring  to   prevail  on  him  to- 
renounce  This  purfuit.     Young  had  juft  pub- 
lifhed  one  of  his  Satires*,      I  copied  and  fent 
him  a  great  part  of  it  ;  in  which  the  author 
demonftrates  the  fully  of  cultivating  the  Muf- 
es,  from  the  hope,  by  their  inftrumentality,  of 
rifing  in  the  world,.    It  was  all  to  no  purpofe ;; 
paper  after  paper  of  his  poem  continued  to  at-- 
rive  every  poft.         < 

Meanwhile  Mrs.  T-—  having  loft,  on  his. 
account,  both  her  friends  and  her   bufmefs,. 
was  frequently  in  diftrefs.      In   this  dilemma 
fhe  had  recourfe  to  me  ;  and  ta  fcxtricate  her- 
f^iomher  difficulties,.  Ilent.  hex  all  ther«noney. 
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t  could  fpare*     I  felt  a  little  too  much  fond-; 
nefs  for  her.     Having  at  that  time  no  ties  of 
religion,  and  taking  advantage  oP  her  necef* 
fitous  fituation,  I  attempted  liberties  (aliother 
efrour  of  my  life)  which  fhe  repelled  with  be- 
-cdmihg  indignation.     She  informed  Ralph  of 
my   condadt  ;    and   the  affair  occafioned   a- 
breach  between  us.      When  he   returned  ta 
London,  he  gave  me  to  underflarid  that  he 
eonfidered  all  the  obligations  he  ov^^ed  me  as 
annihilated  by  this  proceeding  ;     whence  I- 
concluded  that  I  was  nevfer  to  expeft  the  pay- 
ment of  what  mdney  I  had   lent  him,  or  ad- 
vanced on  his  account.     I  was  the  lefs  afflid- 
ed  at  thisi  as  he  was  unable  to  pay  me  ;  ^^d 
as,  by  Ibfing  his  friendflbip,  I  was  reli<:ved  at> 
the  fame  time  from  a  very  heavy  burden. 

I  now  began  to   thinfc  of  laying  by  fome 
money.     The  prlnting-houfe  of  Watts,  near" 
Lincoln's.  Ihn.Fields,  being  a  fill  1  more  con- 
fiderable  one  than  that  in  which  I  worked,  it' 
was   probable  1  might  find  it  more  advanta- 
geous to  be  employed  there.      I   offered  my-; 
ftill,  and  was  accepted  ;  and  in  this   houfe   I 
continued  during  the  remainder  of  my  flay  in^ 
London. 

On  my  entrance,  I  worked'at  firft  as  a  preff- 
man,  conceiving  that  I  had  need  of*  bodily 
exercife,  to  which  I  had  been  accuftomed  in 
America,  where  the  Prrnteis  wor1k  alternaLely 
as  compofitors  and  at  the  press*  I  drank 
EC  thing  but  water.      Ihe  other  workmen  ta 
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»the  number  of  about  fifty,  were  great  drink- 
jcrs  of  beer.      I  carried    occafi anally   a  larg^ 
form  of  letters  in  each    hand,  up  and  down 
ftairs,  while  the  rejfl  employed  botl^  hands   to 
carry  one.     They  were   furprifed  to  fee,  by 
this  and  many  other  examples,  that  the  AmerU 
can    Aquatic^   as  they    ufed  to    call  me;,   was 
ftronger  than  thofe  who  drank  porter.      The 
beer  boy  had  fufficieni  employment  durJng  the 
whole  day  in  fetving  that    houfe    alone.  .  My 
fellow  preffman  drank  every  day  a  pint  of  beer 
before  breakfaft,  a  pint  with  bread  and  cheefe 
for  breakfaft,  one  between  breakfaft  and  din- 
ner, one  at  dinner,  one  3gain  about  fix  o'clock 
in  the  afternf  on,  and  another  after  he  had  fin- 
iftied  his  day's  work.      This  cuftom  appeared 
to  me  abominable  j  but  he  had  need,  faid  he, 
,  of  all  this  beer,.in  qrder  to  acquire  ftrength  to 
.work. 

I  endeavoured  to  convince  him  fhatl^odily 
iftrength  furnifhed  by  the  beer,  could  only  be 
in  proportion  to  the  folid  part  of  the  barley  dif^ 
folved  in  the  water  of  which  the  beer  was 
compofed  ;  that  there  was  a  larger  portion 
of  flour  in  a  penny  loaf,  and  that  confequent- 
ly  if  he  cat  this  loaf,  and  drank  a  pint  of  wa- 
ter with  it,  he  would  deriYe  more  llrength 
from  it  than  from, a  pint  (d  beer.  This  rea- 
foning,  however,  did  not  prevent  him  from* 
drinking  his  accuftoiped  quantity  of  beer,  and 
j)aying  evdry  Saturday  night  a  fcore  of  four  or 
|iye  fliillings  a  week  for  this  curfed  beverage  ; 
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<an  expenfe  from  which  I  was  wholly  exempt. 
Thus  do  thefe  poor  devils  continue  all  therr 
lives  rn  a  ftate  of  vpluntary  wretchednefs  and 
poverty. 

At  the  end  of  a  few  t^reeks.  Watts  having 
occafion  for  nie  above  flairs  as  a  compofitor^ 
I  quitted  the  prefs.  The  compofitors  demand- 
ed ®f  me  garnifh-Tnoney  afrefh.  This  I  con- 
sidered as  ain  impofition,  having  already 
paid  below^  Ihe  mafter  was  of  the 
fame  opinion,  and  defired  me  not  to  comply* 
1  thus  remained  two  or  three  weeks  out  of 
the  fraternity.  1  waSv  confequcntly  looked 
upon  as  excommunicated;  and  whenever  I 
was  abfent,  no  little  trick  that  malice  could 
fuggeft  \^  as  left  unpradiced  upon  me,  I  found 
my  letters  mixed,  my  pages  tranfpofed,  my 
matter  broken,  &c.  &c,  all  which  was  attribut- 
ed to  the  fpirit  that  haunted  the  chapel,*  and 
tormented  thofe  who  were  not  regularly  ad- 
mitted. I  was  at  laft  obliged  to  fubmit  to  pay, 
notwithftanding  the  proteftion  of  the  mafter  ; 
convinced  of  the  folly  of  not  keping  up  a 
good  underilanding  with  thofe  among  whom 
we  are  deftined  to  live. 

After  this  I  lived  in  the  utmofl:  harmony 
with  my  fellow  labourers,  and  foon  acquired 
confiderable  influence  among  them.  I  pro- 
pofed  fome  alterations  in  the  laws  of  the  chap- 

*  Printing-houses  in  general  are  thus  denominated 
by  the  workmen  5    ihe  &ftitU  they  call  by  the  name  of 
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ely  which  I  carried  without  oppofition.  My 
example  prevailed  with  fe\^eral  of  them  to  rei^ 
nounce  their  abominable  praftice  of  bread 
and  cheefe  with  beer  ;  and  they  procured, 
like  me,  from  a  neighbouring  houfe,  a  good 
bafon  of  warm  gruel,  in  which  w^s^  a  fmall 
flice  of  butter,  with  toafted  bread  and  nut- 
meg. This  was  a  much  better  breakfaft, 
which  did  not  coft  more  than  a  pint  of  beer, 
namely,  three-half-pence,  and  at  the  fame 
time  preferving  the  head  clearer.  Thofe  who 
continued  to  gorge  themfelves  with  beer,  of- 
ten loft  their  credit  wfth  the  publican,  from 
neglecting  to  pay  their  fcore.  They  had  then 
recourfe  to  me,  to  become  furety  for  them  ; 
their  lights  as  they  ufed  to  call  it,  being  out. 
I'attended  at  the  pay-table  every  Saturday  eve- 
ning, to  take  up  the  little  fum  which  I  had 
made  myfelf  anfwerablefor  ;  and  which  fome- 
times  amounted  to  nearly  thirty  fliillings  a 
week.' 

This  circumftance,  added  to  my  reputation 
of  being  a  tolerable  good  gabber^  or,  in  other 
words,  Ikilful  in  the  art  of  burlefque,  kept  up 
my  importance  in  the  chapel.  1  had  befides 
recommended  myfelf  to  the  efteem  of  my 
mafter  by  my  afTiduous  application  to  bufmefs, 
never  obferving  Saint  Monday.  My  extra- 
ordinary quicknefs  in  compofing,  always  pro- 
cured me  fuch  work  as  was  moft  urgent,  and 
which  is  commonly  beft  paid  ;  and  thus  my 
time  pafled  away  in.  a  very  pleaf^at  manner. 

G2 
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My  lodging  in  Little  Britain  being  too  far 
from  the  printing  houfe,  I  took  another  in 
I)uk€-ftreet,  oppofite  the  Roman  Chapel.  It 
was  at  the  back  of  an  Italian  warehoufc.  The 
houfe  was  kept  by  a  widow,  who  had  a  daugh- 
ter, a  fervaur,  and  a  ihop  boy  j  but  the  letter 
flept  out  of  the  houfe.  After  fending  to  the 
people  with  whom  I  lodged  in  Little  Britain, 
to  inquire  into  ray  charafter,  fhe  agreed  to 
take  rnc  in  at  the  fame  price,  three-and-fix* 
pence  a  week  ;  contenting  herfelf,  ffie  faid, 
with  fo  little,  becaufe  of  the  fecurity  fhe  would 
derive,  as  they  were  all  women,  from  having  a 
man  lodge  in  the  houfe. 

She  was  a  woman  rather  advanced  in  life^ 
the  daughter  of  a  clergyman.  She  had  been 
educated  a  Proteftant  j  but  her  hulband^ 
whofe  memory  (he  highly  revered,  had  con- 
verted  her  to  thd  Catholic  religion^  Sht 
had  lived  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  perfons 
of  diftinftion  ;  of  whom  fhe  knew  various 
anecdotes  as  far  back  as  the  time  of  Charles. 
11.  Being  fubjeO;  to  fits  of  the  gout,  which 
often  confined  her  to  her  room,  fhe  was  fome* 
tiaies  difpofed  to  fee  company.  Hers  was  fa 
^mufing  to  me,  that  I  was  glad  ta  pafs  the 
evening  with  her  as  often  as  fhe  defired  it* 
Our  fupper  confided  only  of  half  an  anchovy 
a  piece,  upon  a  flice  of  bread  and  butter,  with 
half  a  pint  of  ale  between  us.  But  the  CDter^ 
tainment  was  in  h^r  conyerfatloa^ 
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The  early  hours  I  kept,  and  the  little  trou- 
ble  I  occafioned  in  the  family,  made  her  lotb 
to  part  with  me  ;  and  when  I  mentioned  an- 
other lodging  I  had  found,  nearer  the  ptint- 
ing-houfe,  at  two  fhillings  a  week,  which  fell: 
in  with  my  plan  of  faring  ;  (he  perfuaded  me. 
to  give  it  up,  making  herfelf  an  abatement  of 
two  fhillings  ;  and  thus  I  concluded  to  lodge 
with  her,  during  the  remainder  of  my  abode 
in  London,  at  eighteen-pence  a  week. 

In  a  garret  of  the  houfe,  there  lived,  in  the 
moft  retired  manner,  a  lady  feventy  years  of 
age,  of  whom  I  received  the  following  account 
from  my  landlady.  She  was  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic. In  her  early  years  flie  had  been  fent  to 
the  continent,  and  entered  a  convent  with  the 
defign  of  becoming  si  nun  ;  but  the  climate 
not  agreeing  with  her  conftitution^  (he  was: 
obliged  to  return  to  England,  where^  as  there 
were  no  monafteries,,  fhe  made  a  vow  to  lead 
a  monadic  life,  in  as  rigid  a  manner  as  cir* 
cumftances  would  permit.  She  accordingly 
difpofedof  all  her  property  to  be  applied  to^ 
charitable  ufes,  refer ving  to  herfelf  only  twelve 
pounds  a  year  ;  and  ©f  this  fmalF  pittance /he 
gave  a  part  to  the  poor,  living  on  water  gruel, 
and  never  making  ufe  of  fire  btit  to  boil  it^ 
She  had  lived  in  this  garret  many  years,  with- 
4)ut  paying  rent  to  the  fuccefSve  Catholic  in-' 
habitants  that  had  kept  the  houfc  ;  who  in* 
deed  confidered  her  abode  with  them  as  a 
bleiiing.      A  prieft  came  every  day  to  confefs 
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hen      I  have  afked  her,  faid  my  landladyj. 
how,  living  as  fhe  did,  fhe  could  find  fo  mueh- 
employment  for  a  confeffor  ?  To  which    flie 
anfwered,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  avoid  vain 
thoughts, 

I  was  once  permitted  to  vifit  hor.  She  wa« 
cheerful  and  polite,  and  her  converfation  a- 
greeable.  Her  apartment  was  neat  ;  but  the 
whole  furniture  confifted  ofamatrafs,  a  table, 
on  which  were  a  crucifix  and  a  book,  a  chair, 
which  (he  gave  me  to  fit  on,  and  over  the 
mantle  piece  a  picture  of  St,  Veronica  dif- 
playing  her  handkerchief ,  on  which  was  feea 
the  miraculous  impreflion  of  the  face  of 
Ghrift,  which  (he  explained  to  me  with  great: 
gravity.  Her  countenance  was  pale,  but  Ihe 
had  never  experienced  ficknefs  ;  and  I  may^ 
adduce  her  as  another  proof  how  little  is  fuf-- 
fi'cient  to  maintain  life  and  health. 

At  the  printlng-houfe  I  contrafted  an  inti^ 
macy  with  a  fenfible  young  man  of  the  name 
of  Wyegate,  who,  as  his  parents  were  in  good'> 
circumftances,  had  received  a  bdtter  educa- 
tion than  is  common  with  printers.  He  was 
a  tolerable  Latin  fcholar,  fpoke  French  flu- 
ently, and  was  fond  of  reading.  I  taught 
him,  as  well  as  a  friend  of  his,  to  fwim,  by 
taking  them  twice  only  into  the  river  ;  after 
^;hich  they  flood  in  need  of  no  farther  aflift- 
ance.  We  one  day  made  a  party  to  go  by^ 
water  to  Chelfea,  in  order  to  fee  the  College, 
aiid  Don  Soltero's  curiofitie^.     On  our  re* 
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turn,  at  the  requeft  of  the  company,  whofe 
curiofity  Wyegate  had  excited,  I  undrefl'ed 
xtiyfelf,  and  leaped  into  the  river,  I  fwam 
from  near  Chelfea  the  whole  way  to  Black* 
friars  Bridge,  exhibiting^  during  my  courfe, 
a  variety  of  feats  of  adivity  and  addrefs,  both 
upon  the  furface  of  the  water,  as  well  as  nn* 
der  it.  This  fight  occafioned  much  aftonifh* 
tnent  and  pleafure  to  thofe  to  whom  it  was 
€iew.  In  my  youth  I  took  great  delight  in 
this  cxercife.  I  knew,  and  could  execute,  all 
the  evolutions  and  pofiitions  of  Thevenot ;  and 
I  added  to  them  fome  of  my  own  invention^ 
in  which  I  endeavoured  to  unite  gracefulnefs 
and  utility.  I  took  a  pleafuie  in  difplaying 
them  all  on  this  occafion,  and  was  highly 
flattered  with  the  admiration  they  excited. 

Wyegate,  befides  his  being  defirous  of  per- 
Feding  himfelf  in  this  art,  was  the  more  at- 
tached to  me  from  there  being,  in  other  re- 
fpeds,  a  conformity  in  our  taftes  and  ftudies. 
He  ai;  length  propofed  to  me  to  make  the  tour 
of  EuVope  with  him,  maintaining  ourfelves  at 
the  fake  time  by  working  at  our  profeffion* 
I  was  OH  the  point  of  confenting,  when  I  men* 
tioned  it  to  my  friend  Denham,  with  whom  I 
was  glad  to  pafs  an  hour  whenever  I  had  leif- 
ure.  He  dilluaded  me  from  the  projeft,  and 
advifed  me  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  which 
he  was  about  to  do  himfelf.  I  muft  relate  in 
this  place  a  trait  of  this  worthy  man's  char- 
aden 
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He  had  formerly  been  in  bufmefs  at  Brfs* 
tol,  but  failing,  he  compounded  with  his 
creditors,  and  departed  for  America,  where^ 
by  afliduous  application  as  a  merchant,  he  ac- 
quired ID  a  few  years  a  very  confiderable  for^ 
tune.  Returning  to  England  in  the  fame  yef- 
fel  with  myfelf,  as  I  have  related  above,  he  in- 
vited all  his  old  creditors  to  a,  feaft.  When 
aiTembled,  he  thanked  them  for  the  readinefs 
with  which  they  had  received  his  fmall  com- 
pofition ;  and,  ^yhile  they  expeded  nothing 
more  than  a  fimple  ^tert^inment,  each  found 
under  his  plate,  when  it  came  to  be  removed, 
a  draft  upon  a  banker  for  the  refidue  of  his 
^ebt,  with  intereft. 

He  told  me  it  was  his  intention  to  carry 
back  with  him  to  Philadelphia  a  great  quanti- 
ty of  goods,  in  order  to  open  a  ftore  ;  and  he 
offered  to  take  me  with  him  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk,  to  keep  his  books,  in  which  he  would 
inflrufl:  me,  copy  letters,  and  fuperintend  the 
ftore.  He  added,  that,  as  foon  as  I  had  ac- 
quired a  knowledge  of  mercantile  tranfac- 
tions,  he  would  improve  my  fituation,  by  fend- 
ing me  with  a  cargo  of  corn  and  flour  to  the 
American  iflands,  and  by  procuring  me  other 
lucrative  commifllons ;  fo  that,  with  good 
management  and  economy,  I  might  in  time 
begin  bufmefs  with  advantage  for  myfelf. 

I  reliftied  thefe  propofals,  London  began 
to  tire  me  ;  the  agreeable  hours  I  had  paffed 
|t  Pljiladelphia  |)refented  themfelves  to  my 


fkANKLIN  s  Lm.  By 

rtiiild,and  I  wifhed  to  fee  them  revive.  I  con- 
fequently  engaged  myfelf  to  Mr.  Denham,  at 
a  falary  of  fifty  pounds  a  year.  This  was  in- 
deed lefs  than  I  earned  as  a  compofitor,  but 
then  I  had  a  much  fairer  profpeft.  I  took 
leave,  therefore,  as  I  believed  forever,  of  print- 
ing, and  gave  myfelf  up  entirely  to  my  new 
occupation,  fpending  all  my  time  either  in  go- 
ing from  houfe  to  houfe  with  Mr.  Denham  to 
purchafe  goods,  or  in  packing  them  up,  or  in 
expediting,  the  workmen,  kc^  &c.  When 
every  thing,  how^ever,  was  on  board,  I  had  at 
kft  a  few  days  leifure. 

During  this  interval,  I  was  ofte  day  fent  for 
by  a  gentleman,  whom  I  knew  only  by  name. 
It  was  Sir  William  Wyndham^  I  went  ta 
his  houfe.  He  had  by  fome  means  heard  of 
ray  performances  between  Chelfea  and  Black- 
friars,  and  that  I  had  tavtght  the  art  of  fwim- 
ming  to  Wyegate  and  another  young  man^ 
in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hpurs^.  His  two  fons 
were  on  the  point  of  fetting  out  on  their  trav- 
els;  be  was  defirous  that  they  {hould  previ- 
oufly  learn  to  fwim,  and  offered  me  a  very 
liberal  reward  if  I  would  undertake  to  inftrud 
them.  They  were  not  yet  arrived  in  town  ; 
and  the  flay  1  fhould  make,  was  uncertain ; 
I  could  not  therefore  accept  his  propofal.  I 
was  led,  however,  to  fuppofe  from  this  inci- 
dent, that  if  I  had  wifhed  to  remain  in  London, 
and  open  a  fwimming-fchool,  I  fhould  per- 
haps have  gained  a  great  deal  of  money.    This 
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idea  ftruGk  me  fo  forcibly,  that,  had  the  ofTep 
been  madefooner,  I  (hould  have  difmiffed  the 
thought  of  rcturniag  as  yet  to  America.  Some 
years  after,  you  and  I  had  a  more  important 
bufinefs  to  fettle  with  one  of  the  fons  of  Sir 
William  Wyndham,  then  Lord.  Egremonto. 
But  let  us  not  anticipate  events. 

I  thus  paffed  about  eighteen  months  in  Lon« 
don,  ^yorking  almoft  without  intermiffion  at 
my  trade,  avoiding  alt  expenfe  on  my  own 
account,  except  going  now  and  then  to  the 
play,  and  purchafing  a  few  books*  But  my 
friend  Ralph  kept  me  poor.  He  owed  me 
about  twenty-feven  pounds,  which  was  fo 
much  money  loft  ;  and  when  confidcred  as 
taken  from  my  little  favings,  was  a  very  great 
fum.  I  had,  notwithftanding  this,  a  regard 
for  him,  as  he  pofleffed  many  amiable  qualit- 
ties.  But  though  I  had  .done  nothing  for  my- 
felf  in  point  of  fortune,  I  had  increased  my 
ftock  of  knowledge,^  either  by  the  many  ex- 
cellent books  I  had  read,  or  the  coHverfation 
of  learned  and  literary  perfons  with  whom  I 
was  acquainted. 

We  failed  from  Gravefend  the  23d  of  July, 
1726.  For  the  incidents  of  my  voyage  I  refer 
you  to  my  Journal,  where  you  will  find  all 
the  circumftances  minutely  related.  We  land- 
ed at  Philadelphia  the  nth  Odober  following. 

Keith  had  been  deprived  of  his  office  of 
governour,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Major  Gor- 
don.   I  met  him  walking  in  the  Greets  as  a 
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private  individuaL  He  appeared  a  little  a- 
fliamed  at  feeing  me,  but  pafled  on  without 
faying  any  thing., 

I  ihould  have  been  equally  afhamed  myfelf 
at  meeting  Miis  Read,  had  not  her  family^ 
jiiftly  defpairing  of  my  return,  after  reading 
my  letter,  advifed  her  to  give  me  up,  andi 
marry  a  potter,  of  the. name  of  Rogers  ;  to- 
which  {he  confented  ;  but  he  never  made  her 
happy,  and  fhe  foon  feparated  from  him^^  re- 
fufmg  to  cohabit  with  him,  or  even  bear  his^ 
name,  on  account  of  a  report  which  prevailed^ 
of  his  having  another  wife.  His  Ikill  in  his 
profeffion  had  feduced  Mifs  Read's  parents  ;; 
but  he  was  as  bad  a  fubjeft  as  he  was  excellent 
as  a  workman.  He  involved  hknfelf  in  debt,, 
and  fled,  in  the  year  1737  or  1728,  to  the: 
Weft-Indies,  where  he  diedl 

During  my  abfence  Keimer  had  taken  a. 
more  confiderable  houfe,  in  which  he  kept  a 
fhop,  that  was  well  fupplied  with  paper,  and^ 
various  other  articles..  He  had  procured  fome 
pew  types,  and  a  number  of  workmen  ;  among. 
whom,  however,  there  was  not  one  who  was^ 
good  for  any  thing  j,  and  he  appeared  not  to^ 
want  bufmefs. 

^    Mr..  Denham  took  a  warehoufe  in  Water- 
ftreet,  where  we  exhibited  our  commoditieSo* 
I  applied  myfelf  clofely,.  ftudied  accompts,  and: 
became  in  a  Ihart  time  very  expert  in  tr«.de. 
We  lodged  and  cat  together.     He  was  fmcere- 
ly  attached  to  me,  and  aded  towards  me  as  if 
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he  had  been  my  father.  On  my  fide,  I  re«» 
fpefted  and  loved  him.  My  fituation  was 
happy  J  but  it  was  a  happinefs  of  no  long  da- 
ration. 

Early  in  February,  ^7^79  when  I  entered 
into  my  twenty-fecond  year,  we  were  both 
taken  ill.  I  was  attacked  with  a  pleurify, 
xvhich  had  nearly  carried  me  off;  I  fufFered 
terribly,  and  confidered  it  as  all  over  with  me. 
I  felt  indeed  a  fort  of  difappointment  when  I 
found  myfelf  liko^ly  to  recover,  and  regretted 
that  I  had  ftill  to  experience,  fooner  or  later, 
the  fame  difagreeable  fcene  again. 

I  have  forgotten  what  was  Mr.  Denham^S' 
diforder  ;  but  it  was  a  tedious  one,  and  he  at 
laft  funk  under  it.  He  left  me  a  fmall  legacy 
in  his  will,  as  a  teftimony  of  his  friendfhip  ;; 
and  I  was  once  more  abandoned  to  myfelf  im 
the  wide  world  ;  the  warehoufe  being  confid- 
ed to  the  care  of  the  teftamentary  executor,, 
who  difmifled  me. 

My  brother-in-law,  Holmies,  who  happened 
to  be  at  Philadelphia,  advifed  me  to  return  tO' 
my  former  profeffion,  and  Keimer  offered  me 
a  very  confiderable  falary,  if  I  would  under- 
take the  management  of  his  printing-office^ 
that  he  might  devote  himfelf  entirely  to  the 
fuperintendance  of  his  fhop.  His  wife  and  re- 
lations in  London  had  given  me  a  bad  charac- 
ter cif  him  J  and  I  was  loth,  for  the  prefent, 
to  have  any  concern  with  hrm.  I  endeavour- 
ed to  get  employment  as  a  clerk  to  a  mer* 


franki^in's  life.  91 

cfeant ;  but  not  readily  finding  a  fituation,  I 
was  induced  to  accept  Keimer's  propofal. 

The  following  were  the  perfons  I  found  in 
his  priming  houfe : 

Hugh  Meredith,  a  Pennfylvanian,  about 
jthirtyfive  years  of  age.  He  had  been  brought 
up  to  hulbandjy,  was  honeft,  fenfible,  had 
fonie  experietice,  and  was  fond  of  reading  i 
but  too  much  addifted  id  drinking. 

Stephen  Potts,  a  young  ruflic,  juft  broke 
from  fchool,  and  of  rullic  education,  with  en- 
dowments  rather  above  the  common  order, 
and  a  competent  portion  of  underftanding 
and  gaity  ;  but  a  little  idle.  Keimer  had  en- 
gaged thefe  two  at  very  low  wages,  which  he 
Jiad  promifed  to  raife  every  three  months  one 
Ihilling  a  week,  provided  their  improvement 
in  the  typographic  art  fhould  merit  it.  This 
future  increafe  of  wages  was  the  bait  he  made 
ufe  of  to  enfnare  them.  Meredith  was  to 
work  at  the  prefs,  and  Potts  10  bind  books, 
which  he  had  engaged  to  teach  them,  though 
he  underftood  neither  himfelf. 

John  Savage,  an  Irilhman,  who  had  been 
brought  up  to  no  trade,  and  whofe  fervice, 
for  a  period  of  four  years,  Keimer  had  pur- 
chafed  of  the  captain  of  a  Ihip.  He  was  alfo 
to  be  a  preflhian. 

George  Webb,  an  Oxfordfhire  fcholar, 
whofe  time  he  had  in  like  maimer  bought  for 
four  years,  intending  him  for  a  compofitor. 
I  fhall  fpeak  more  of  him  prefently. 
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Laftly,  David  Harry,  a  country  lad,  wh^ 
v/zs  apprenticed  to  him. 

I  foon  perceived  that  Keimer^s  intention, 
in  engaging  me  at  a  price  fo  much  above 
what  he  was  accuflomed  to  give,  was,  that  I 
might  form  all  thefe  raw  journeymen,  and  ap. 
prentices,  who  fcarcely  coft  him  any  thing, 
and  who,  being  indentured,  would,  as  foon  as 
they  fhould  be  fufficiently  iBilrufted,  enable 
him  to  do  without  mt.  I  neverthelefs  adher- 
ed to  my  agreement.  I  put  the  office  in  or- 
der, which  was  in  the  utmoft  confafion,  and 
brought  his  people,  by  degrees,  to  pay  atten* 
tion  to  their  work,  and  to  execute  it  in  a  more 
mafterly  manner* 

It  was  fingular  to  fee  an  Oxford  fcholar  in 
the  condition  of  a  purchafed  fervant.  He 
was  not  more  than  eighteen  years  of  age  j 
and  the  following  are  the  particulars  he  gave 
me  of  himfelf.  Born  at  Gloucefter,  he  had 
been  educated  at  a  grammar  fchool,  and  had 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  amoag  the  fcholars  by 
his  fuperiour  ftyle  of  ading,  when  they  rep* 
refented  dramatic  performances.  He  was 
member  of  a  literary  club  in  the  town  ;  and 
fome  pieces  of  his  compofition,  inprofe  as  well 
as  in  verfe,  had  been  inferted  in  the  Gloucef- 
ter papers.  From  hence  he  was  fent  to  Ox- 
ford,  where  he  remained  about  a  year  ;  but 
be  was  not  c^ontented,  and  wifhed  above  all 
things  to  fee  London,  and  become  an  afton 
At  length,  having  received  fifteen  guineas  to 
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pay  his  quarter's  board,  he  decamped  with* 
the  money  from  Oxford,  hid  his  gown  in  a 
hedge,  and  travelled  to  London.  There,  hav- 
ing no  friend' to  dired  him,  he  fell  into  bad 
company,  foon  Squandered  his  fifteen  guineas, 
could  find  no  way  of  being  introduced  to  the 
adors,  became  contemptible,  pawned  his 
clothes,  and  was  in  want  of  bread.  As  he 
was  walking  along  the  ftreets  almoft  famifhed 
with  hunger,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  a 
recruiting  bill  was  put  into  his  hand,  which 
oiFered  an  immediate  treat  and  bounty-money 
to  whoever  was  difpofed  to  ferve  in  America. 
He  inftantly  repaired  to  the  houfe  of  rendez- 
vous, enlifted  himfelf,  was  put  on  board  a 
Ihip  and  conveyed  to  America,  without  ever 
writing,  to  inform  his  parents  what  was  become 
of  him.  His  mental  vivacity,  and  good  natu- 
ral difpofition,  made  him  an  excellent  com- 
panion ;  but  he  was  indolent,  thoughtlefs, 
and  to  the  laft  degree  imprudent, 

John,  the  Irifliman,  foon  ran  away.  I  be- 
gan to  live  very  agreeably  with  the  reft.  They 
refpefted  me,  and  the  more  fo  as  they  found 
Keimer  incapable  of  inftrufting  them,  and  as 
they  learned  fomething  from  me  every  day. 
We  never  worked  on  a  Saturday,  it  being 
Keimer's  fabbath  ;  fo  that  I  had  two  days  a 
week  for  reading. 

I  increafed  my  acquaintance  with  perfons  of 
knowledge  and  information  in  the  town.  Kei- 
mer hioifelf  treated  me  with  great' civility  and 
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apparent  efteem  ;  and  I  had  nothing  to  give 
me  uneafinefs  but  my  debt  to  Vernon,  which  I 
was  unable  to  pay,  my  favings  as  yet  being 
very  little.  He  had  the  goodnefs,  however, 
not  to  afk  me  for  the  money. 

Our  prefs  was  frequently  in  want  of  the 
neceflary  quantity  t)f  letter  ;  and  there  was  no 
fuch  trade  as  that  of  letter- founder  in  Ameri- 
ca, I  had  feen  the  praftice  of  this  art  at  the 
houfe  of  James,  in  London  ;  but  had  at  the 
fame  time  paid  it  very  little  attention.  I  how- 
ever contrived  to  fabricate  a  mould.  I  made 
ufe  of  fuch  letters  as  we  had  for  punches, 
founded  new  letters  of  lead  in  matrices  of 
clay,  and  thus  fupplied,  in  a  tolerable  man- 
ner, the  wants  that  were  moft  preffing. 

I  alfo,  upon  occafion,  engraved  various  or- 
naments, made  ink,  gave  an  eye  to  the  fhop  ; 
in  fliort  I  was  in  every  refpe^  the  fa5iotum. 
But  ufeful  as  I  made  myfelf,  I  perceived  that 
my  fervices  became  every  day  of  lefs  impor- 
tance, in  proportion  as  the  other  men  improv- 
ed }  and  when  Keimer  paid  me  my  fecond 
quarter's  wages,  he  gave  me  to  underftand 
that  they  were  too  heavy,  and  that  he  thought 
I  ought  to  make  an  abatement.  He  became 
by  degrees  lefs  civil,  and  aflumed  more  the 
tone  of  mafter.  He  frequently  found  fault, 
was  difficult  to  pleafe,  and  feemed  always  on 
the  point  of  coming  to  an  open  q^uarrel  with 
me. 
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I  continued,  however,  to  bear  it  patiently, 
conceiving  that  his  ilKhumour  was  partly  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  derangement  and  embarraff. 
ment  of  his  affairs.  At  laft  a  flight  incident 
broke  our  connexion.  Hearing  a  noife  in  the 
neighbourhood,  I  put  my  head  out  of  the  win- 
dow to  fee  what  was  the  matter.  Keimcr  be- 
ing in  the  ftreet,  obferved  me,  and  in  a  loud 
and  angry  tone  told  me  to  mind  my  work  ; 
adding  fome  reproachful  words,  which  piqued 
me  the  more  as  they  were  uttered  in  the  ftreet ; 
and  the  neighbours,  whom  the  fame  noife  had 
attracted  to  the  windows,  were  witnefTes  of 
the  manner  in  which  I  was  treated.  He  im- 
mediately came  up  to  the  printing-room,  and 
continued  to  exclaim  againft  me.  The  quar- 
rel  became  warm  on  both  fides,  and  he  gave 
me  notice  to  quit  him  at  the  expiration  of 
three  months,  as  had  been  agreed  between  us,, 
regretting  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  me  fa 
long  a  term.  I  told  him  that  his  regret  was 
fuperfluous,  as  I  was  ready  to  quit  him  in- 
ftantly  ;  and  I  took  my  hat  and  came  out  of 
the  houfe,  begging  Meredith  to  take  care  of 
fome  things  which  I  left,  and  bring  them  to 
my  lodgings* 

Meredith  came  to  me  in  the  evening.  We 
talked  for  fome  time  upon'  the  quarrel  that 
had  taken  place.  He  had  conceived  a  great 
veneration  for  me,  and  was  forry  I  fhould  quit 
the  houfe  while  he  remained  in  it.  He  dif- 
fuuded  me  from  returning  to  my  native  coun* 
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try,  as  1  began  to  think  of  doing.  He  re- 
minded me  that  Keimer  owed  more  than  he 
poffefled  ;  that  his  creditors  began  to  be 
alarmed  ;  that  he  kept  his  fhop  in  a  wretched 
flate,  often  felling  things  at  prime  coft  for  the 
fake  of  ready  money,  s^nd  continually  giving 
credit  without  keeping  any  acco'^nts  ;  that  of 
confequence  he  muft  very  foon  fail,  which 
would  occafi on  a  vacancy  from  which  L  might 
derive  advantage.  I  objeded  my  want  of 
money.  Upon  which  he  informed  me  that 
his  father  had  a  very  high  opinion  of  me,  and^ 
from  a  converfation  that  had  pafled  between 
them^  he  was  fure  that  he  would  advance 
whatever  might  be  necefTary  to  eftablifti  us,  if 
I  was  willing  to  enter  into  partner Ihip  with 
him.  *^  My  time  with  Keimer,*'  added  he,. 
^^  will  be  at  an  Qud'  next  fpring.  Jn  the  mean 
time  we  may  fend  to  London  for  our  prefs 
and  types,  I  know  that  I  am  no  workman  ;. 
but  if  you  agree  to  the  propofal,  your  fkill 
in  the  bufmefs  will  be  balanced  by  the  capital 
I  will  furnifh,  and  we  will  fhare  tbe  profits 
equally.**^  His  propofal  was  reafonable,  and- 
I  fell  in  with  it.  His  father,  who  was  then  in 
the  town,  approved  of  it.  He  knew  that  I 
had  fome  aicendency  over  his  fon,  as  I  had 
been  able  to  prevail  on  him  to  abflain  a  long 
time  from  drinking  brandy  ;  and  he  hoped 
that  when  more  clofely  conneded  with  him,  I 
fhould  cure  him  entirely  of  this^  uafartunate 
habit* 
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I  gave  the  father  a  lift  of  what  it  would  be 
neceflary  to  import  from  London/  He  took 
it  to  a  merchant,  and  the  order  was  given. 
We  agreed  to  keep  the  fecret  till  the  arrival 
of  the  materials,  and  I  was  in  the  mean  time 
to  procure  work,  if  poffible,  in  another  print- 
ing houfe  ;  but  there  was  no  place  vacant,  and 
I  remained  idle.  After  fome  days,  Keimer 
having  the  expedlation  of  being  employed  ta 
print  feme  New-Jerfey  money-bills,  that  would 
require  types  and  engravings  which  I  only 
could  furnilh,  and  fearfulthat  Bradford,  by 
engagin'g  me,  might  deprive  him  of  the  un- 
dertaking, fent  me  a  very  civil  meffage,  telling 
me  that  old  friends  ought  not  to  be  difunited 
on  account  of  a  few  words  which  Were  the 
effect  only  of  a  momentary  paflion,  and  invit* 
ing  me  to  return  to  him^  Meredith  perfuad- 
ed  me  to  comply  with  the  invitation,  particu- 
larly as  it  would  afford  him  more  opportuni- 
ties  of  improving  himfelf  in  the  bufmefs  by 
means  of  my  inftruftions,  I  did  fo,  and  we 
lived  upon  better  terms  than  before  our  fepa-. 
tion. 

He  obtained  the  New-Jerfey  bufinefs  ;  and^ 
in  order  to  execute  it,  I  conftructed  a  copper- 
plate printing-prefs  j  the  firft  that  had  been 
feen  in  the  country^  I  engraved  various  or- 
naments and  vignettes  for  the  bills  ;  and  we 
repaired  to  Burlington  together,  where  I  exe- 
cuted  the  whole  to  the  genera^  Catisfadion  j 
and  he  received  a  fum  of  money  for  this  work, 
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♦^hich  enabled  him  to  keep  his   head  abeve 
water  for  a  confiderable  time  longer. 

At  Burlington,  I  formed  acquaintance  with 
the  principal  perfonages  ofthe  province  ;  many 
of  whom  were  commifEoned  by  the  aflembly 
to  fuperintend  the  prefs,  and  to  fee  that  no 
more  bills  were  printed  than  the  law  had  pr€. 
fcribed.  Accordingly  they  were  conftantly 
with  us,  each  in  his  turn  ;  and  he  that  came 
commonly  brought:  with  him  a  friend  or  two 
to  bear  him  company.  My  mind  was  more 
cultivated  by  reading  than  Keimer's  ;  and  it 
was  for  this  reaion,  probably,  that  they  fet 
more  value  on  my  converfation.  They  took 
ine  to  their  fcoufes,  introduced  me  to  their 
Iriends  and  treated  me  with  the  greateft  civili'- 
ty ;  while  Keimer  though  mafter,  faw  himfelf 
a  little  negleded.  He  was,  in  faft,  a  ftrange 
animal^  ignorant  of  the  common  modes  of  life, 
apt  to  oppofe  with  rudenefs  generally  received 
opinions,  an  enthufiaft  in  certain  points  of  re- 
ligion, difguftingly  unclean  in  his  perfon,  and 
a  little  knavifh  withal. 

We  remained  there  nearly  three  months  ; 
find  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  I  could 
include  in  the  lift  of  my  friends.  Judge  Allen, 
Samuel  Buftil,  fecretary  of  the  province,  Ifaac 
Pearfon,  Jofeph  Cooper,  feveral  ofthe  Smiths^ 
all  members  of  the  affembly,  and  Ifaac  Dea- 
con, infpeftor  general.  Thelaft  was  a  fhrewd 
and  fubtle  old  man.  He  told  me,  that,  when 
%  boy,  his  firft  employment  had  been  that  cf 
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Hot  learn  to  write  till  he  was  fomewhat  ad- 
vanced in  life  ;  that  he  was  afterwards  em- 
ployed as  an  underling  to  a  furveyor,  wha 
taught  him  bis  trade,:  and  that  by  induftry  he 
had  at  lafl  acquired  a  competent  fortune.  "  S 
forefee,'*'  faid  he  one  day  to  me,  "  that  yoi^ 
will  foon  fupplant  this  man/'  fpeaking  of  Kei- 
mer,  ^^  and  get  a  fortune  in  the  bufinefs  at 
Philadelphia/'  He  was  totally  igBorant  at  the 
time,  of  my  intention  of  eftablifhing  myfelF 
there,  or  any  where  elfe.  Thcfe  frienda 
were  very  ferviceable  to  me  in  the  end,  as  was 
I  alfo,  upon  occafion,  to  fome  of  them  ;  and 
they  have  continued  ever  fmce  their  eiteem^ 
for  me. 

Before  I  relate  the  particulars  of  my  en- 
trance into  bufinefs,  it  may  be  proper  to  in^ 
form  you  what  was  at  that  time  the  ftate  of  my' 
mind  ar.  to  moral  principles,  that  you  may  fee 
the  degree  of  influence  they  Tiad  upon  the  fub^ 
fequent  events  of  my  life. 

My  parents  had  given  me  betimes  religious' 
iapreuions  ;  and  I  received  from  my  infancy 
a  piorio  education  in  the  principles  of  Calvin- 
ifm.  But  fcarcely  was  I  arrived  at  fifteen  years 
of  ao;e,  when,  after  having  doubted  in  turn  of 
different  tenets,  according  as  I  found  them  com- 
bated in  the  different  books  that  I  read,  I  be- 
gan to  doubt  of  revelation  itfelf.  Some  vol- 
umes againft  deifm  fell  into  my  hands.  They 
v/tre  faid  to  be  the    fubftance  of   feimons 
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preached  at  Boyle's  Lefture.  It  happened 
that  they  produced  on  me  an  eiFect  precifely 
the  *reverfe  of  what  was  intended  by  the 
writers  j  for  the  arguments  of  the  deifts^ 
which  were  cited  in  order  to  be  refuted, 
appeared  to  me  much  more  forcible 
than  the  refutation  itfelf.  In  a  word,  I  foon 
became  a  perfe£t  deift.  My  arguments  per- 
verted fome  other  young  perfons  >  particularly 
Collins  and  Ralph.  But  in  the  fequel  when 
1  recollefted  that  they  had  both  ufed  me  ex« 
iremely  ill,  without  the  fmalleft  remorfe ;  when 
J  confidered  the  behaviour  of  Keith,  another 
free-thinker,  and  my  own  conduct  towards 
Vernon  and  Mifs  Read,  which  at  times  gave 
me  much  uneafinefs,  I  was  led  to  fufpefl:  that 
this  dcdlrinc,  though  itmight  he  true,  was  not 
very  ufeful.  I  began  to  entertain  a  lefs  favour* 
able  opinion  of  my  London  pamphlet,  to 
which  I  had  prefixed,  as  a  motto,*the  following 
lines  of  Dryden  : 

Whatever  is,  is  right  j  though  purblind  man 
Sees  but  part  of  the  chain,  the  nearest  link, 
His  eyes  not  carrying  to  the  equal  beam 
That  poises  all  above. 

and  of  which  the  obje£l  was  to  prove,  from 
the  attributes  of  God,  his  goodnefs,  wifdom, 
and  power  that  there  could  be  no  ftrch  thing 
as  evil  in  the  world  ;  that  vice  and  virtue  did 
not  in  reality  exift,  and  were  nothing  more 
jhan  vain  diftin<3;iQns*    I  no  longer  regarded 
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it  as  fo  blamelefs  a  Vi^ork  as  I  had  formerly  im- 
agined J  and  1  fufpefted  that  fome  errour 
muft  have  imperceptibly  have  glided  into  my 
argument,  as  all  the  inferences  I  had  drawrr 
from  it  had  been  afFeftcd,  as  it  frequently  hap* 
pens  in  metaphyfical  reafonings.  In  a  word, 
I  v^as  at  laft  convinced  that  truth,  probity  and 
fincerity,  in  tranfaftions  betv/een  man  and 
man  were  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
happinefs  of  life  ;  and  I  refolved  from  that 
moment,  and  wrote  the  refolution  in  my  jour- 
nal, to  praftife  them  as  long  as  I  lived. 

Revelation  indeed,  as  fuch,  had  no  influx 
ence  on  my  mind  ;  but  I  was  of  opinion  that, 
though  certain  aftions  could  not  be  bad  mere-^ 
ly  becaufe  revelation  prohibited  them,  or  good 
becaufe  it  enjoined  them,  yet  it  was  probable 
that  thofe  aftions  were  prohibited  because 
they  were  bad  for  us,  or  enjoined  becaufe  ad- 
vantageous in  their  nature,  all  things  confid- 
ered.  This  perfuafion:,  Divine  Providence,  or 
fome  guardian  ar\gel,  and  perhaps  a  concur- 
rence of  favourable  circumftancesco-operating-g^, 
preferved  me  from  all  immorality,  or  grofs 
and  voluntary  injuftice,  to  which  my  want  of 
religion  was  calculated  to  expofe  me,  in  the 
dapgerous  period  of  youth,  and  in  the  haz^ 
ardous  fituation  in  which  I  fometimes  found 
myfelf,  among  ftrangers,  and  at  a  diftance 
from  the  eye  and  admonitions  of  my  father* 
I  may  fay  w/^/i/^ry,  becaule  the  errours  into 
which  I  had  fallen,  had  been  in  a  manner  the 
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forced  refult  either  of  my  own  inexperience^ 
or  the  diflionefty  of  others*  Thus  before  f 
entered  on  my  new  career,  I  had  imbibed  fol- 
id  principles,  and  a  charader  of  probity.  I 
knew  their  value  ;  and  I  made  a  folemn  en- 
gagement with  myfelf  never  tcr  depart  from 
them, 

I  had  not  long  returned  from  Burlington 
before  our  printing  materials  arrived  front 
London.  I  fettled  my  accounts  with  Keimer, 
and  quitted  him,  with  his  ownconfent,  before 
he  had  any  knowledge  of  our  piam  We 
found  a  houfe  to  let  near  the  market.  We 
took  it  ;  and  to  render  the  rent  lefs  burthen- 
fome  (it  WMS  then  twenty- four  pounds  a  year,, 
but  I  have  fince  known  it  let  for  feventy,)  we 
admitted  Thomas  Godfrey,  z  glazier,  with 
his  family,  who  eafed  us  of  a  confiderable  parl^ 
of  it ;  and  with  him  we  agreed  to  board. 

We  had  no  fooner  unpacked  our  letter,> 
and  put  our  prefs  in  order,  than  a  perfon  of 
my  acquaintance,  George  Houfe,  brought  us 
a  countryman,  ^yhom  he  had  met  in  the  ftreets 
enquiring  for  a  printer.  Our  money  was  aU 
moil  exhaufted  by  the  number  of  things  we 
had  been  obliged  to  procure.  The  five  ihiK 
lings  we  received  from  this  countryman,  the 
firft  fruit  of  our  earnings,  coming  fo  feafonabiy 
gave  me  more  pleafure  than  any  fum  I  have 
fince  gained  ;  and  the  recolleftion  of  the  grat- 
itude I  felt  on  this  occafion  to  George  Houfe,, 
has  rendered'  me  often  more  difpofedi,  thaa^ 
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•perhaps  I  fhould  otherwife  have  been,   to  en- 
-courage  young  beginners  in  trade^ 

There  are  in  every  country  morofe  beings, 
who  are  always  prognofticating  ruin.      There 
was  one  ot  this  (lamp  in  Philadelphia.      He 
was  a  man  of  fortune,  declined  in  years,  had 
an  air  of  wifdom^  and  a   very  grave   manner 
of  fpeaking.     His  name  was  Samuel   Mickle. 
I  knew  him  not  ;  but  he  ftopped  one  day  at 
my  door,  and  afked  me  if  I   was  the   young 
man  who  had  lately  opened  a   new  printing- 
houfe.     Upon  my  anfwering  in  the  affirma- 
tive, he  faid  that  he  was  very  forry  for  me,  as 
it  was  an  expenfive   undertaking  ;    and  the 
money  that  had  been  laid  out  upon  it   would 
be  loft,  Philadelphia  being  a  place  falling  in- 
to decay  ;  its  inhabitants  having  all,  or  nearly 
jail  of  them,  been  obliged  to  call  together  their 
.creditors.     That  he  knew,   from  undoubted 
fad:,  the  circumftances  which  might  lead   us 
to  fuppofe  the  contrary,  fuch  as  new  build- 
ings, and  the  advanced  price  of  rent,  to  be  de- 
ceitful appearances,  which  in  reality  contrib- 
uted to  haften  the  general  ruin  ;  and  he  gave 
me  fo  long  a  detail  of  misfortunes,   aftually 
exifting,*or  which  were  foon  to  take   place, 
that  he  left  me  almoft  in   a  ftate  of  defpair. 
Had  1  known  this  m.an  before  I  entered  into 
trade,  I  fhould  doubtlefs  never  have  ventured. 
He,  however,  continued  to  live  in  this  place  of 
decay,  and  to  declaim  in  the  fame  flyle,  refuf- 
l.ng  for  many  years  to  buy  a  houfe,  becaufe  all 
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was  going  to  wreck ;  and  in  the  end  I  had  the 
fatisfadion  to  fee  him  pay  five  times  as  much 
for  one  as  it  would  ha\^e  cod  him  had  he  pur- 
chafed  it  whqn  he  firft  began  his  lamentations. 

I  ought  to  have  related,  that,  during  the 
autumn  of  the  preceding  year,  I  had  united 
the  majority  of  well-informed  perfons  of  my 
acquaintance  into  a  club,  which  we  called  by 
the  name  of  the  Junto^  and  the  objefi:  of  which 
was  to  improve  our  underftandings.  We 
met  every  Friday  evening.  1  he  regulations 
I  drew  up,  obliged  every  member  to  propofe, 
in  his  turn,  one  or  more  queftions  upon  fome 
point  of  morality,  politico,  or  philofophy, 
which  were  to  be  difcufled  by  the  fociety ; 
and  to  read,  once  in  three  months,  an  effay  of 
his  own  compofition,  on  whatever  fubject  he 
pleafcd.  Our  debates  were  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a  prefident,  and  were  to  be  diftated 
only  by  a  fmcere  defire  of  truth  j  the  pleaf- 
ure  of  difputing,  and  the  vanity  of  triumph 
having  no  fhare  in  the  bufiness  ^  and  in  or- 
der to  prevent  undue  warmth,  every  expreflion 
which  implied  obftinate  adherence  to  an  opin- 
ion, and  all  direft  contradi6lion,  were  prohib- 
ited, under  fmall  pecuniary' penalties. 

The  firft  members  of  our  clab  were  Jofeph 
Breintnal,  whofe  occupation  was  that  of  a 
fcrivenor^  He  was  a  middle-aged  man,  of  a 
good  natural  difpofition,  ftrongly  attached  to 
his  friends,  a  great  lover  of  poetry,  reading 
every  thing  that  came  ift  his  way,  and  writing 


franklin's  liff.  ro6 

tolerab-y  well,  ingenious  in   many   little   tri* 
fles,  and  of  an  agreeable  converfation. 

Thomas  Godfrey,  a  fkilful,  though  felf- 
taught  mathematician,  and  who  was  after- 
wards the  inventor  of  what  now  goes  by  the 
name  of  Hadley's  dial  ;  but  he  had  little 
knowledge  out  of  his  own  line,  and  was  infup- 
portable  in  company,  always  requiring,  like 
the  majority  of  mathematicians  that  have  fall- 
en in  my  way,  an  unufual  precifion  in  every^ 
thing  that  is  faid,  continually  contradiding, 
or  making  trifling  diftindlions  ;  a  fure  way  of 
defeating  all  the  ends  of  converfation.  He 
very  foon  left  us^* 

Nicholas  Scull,,  a  furveyor,  and  who  became 
afterwards  furveyor  general*  He  was  fond  of 
books  and  wrote  verfes^. 

William  Parfons,  brought  up  to  the  trade 
of  a  fhoemaker,  but  who,  having  a  tafte  for 
reading,  had  acquired  a  profound  knowledge 
of  mathematics*  He  firft  ftudied  them  with  a 
view  to  aftrology,  and  was  afterwards  the  firft 
to  laugh  at  his  folly^*  He  alfo  became  furvey- 
or-general. 

William-  Mawgridge^  a  joiner,  and  v^ry  ex- 
cellent mechanic  ;/  and  in  other  refpe<Ss  a  man 
of  folid  underftanding, 

Hugh  Meredith,  Stephen  Potts,  and  George 
Webb,  of  whom  I  have  already  fpoken.  <- 

Robert  Grace,  a  young  man  of  for^ne'^j. 
generous,  animated,  and  witty  ;  fond  of  epU 
grams,,  but  more  fond  of  his  friends^* 
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And  laftlyy  William  Coleman,  at  that  time 
a  merchant's  clerk,  and  nearly  of  my  own 
age.  He  had  a  cooler  and  clearer  head,  a 
better  heart,  and  more  fcrupulous  morals,  than 
almoft  any  other  perfon  1  have  ever  met  with* 
He  became  a  very  refpedable  merchant,  and 
one  of  our  provincial  judges.  Our  friendfliip 
fubfifted^  without  interruption,  for  more  than 
forty  years,  till  the  period  of  his  death  ;  and 
the  club  continued  to  exift  almoft  as  long. 

This  was  the  bcft  fchool  of  politics  and  phi- 
lofophy  that  then  exifted  in  the  province  ;  for 
pur  queftions,  which  were  read  a  week  previ- 
ous to  their  difculIVon  induced  us  to  perufe  at- 
tentively fuch  books  as  were  written  upon  the 
fubjeSs  propofed,  that  we  might  be  able  to 
fpeak  upon  them  more  pertinently*  We  thus 
acquired  the  habit  of  converfing  more  agree- 
ably; every  objeQ;  being  difcuffed  conforma- 
bly to  our  regulations,  and  in  a  manner  to  pre- 
vent mutual  difguft.  To  this  circumftance 
may  be  attributed  the  long  duration  of  the 
club;  which  I  fhall  have  frequent  occafionto 
mention  as  I  proceed. 

I  have  introduced  it  here,  as  be'ng  one  of 
the  means  on  which  I  had  to  count  for  fuccefs 
inmy  bufinefs ;  every  member  exerting  him- 
felf  toprecure  work  for  us.  Breintnal,  among 
otfjiers,  obtained  for  us,  on  the  part  of  the  Qua- 
yiex%  tbe  printing  of  forty  (beets  of  their  hif- 
tory  ;  of  which  the  reft  was  to  be  done  by, 
Keimer.    Our  execution  of  this  work  was  by 


rRANKLIN\s  LIFE.  Ic8 

no  means  tnafterly  ;  as  the  price  was  very 
low.  It  was  in  folio,  upon  pro  pairia  paper, 
and  inihepica  letter,  with  heavy  notes  in  the 
fmalleft  type.  I  compofed  a  fheet  a  day,  and 
Meredith  put  it  to  the  prefs.  It  was  frequent- 
ly eleven  o'clock  at  night,  fometimes  later,  be- 
fore I  had  finifhed  my  diftribution  for  the  nex£ 
day's  talk  ;  for  the  little  things  which  out 
friends  occafionaliy  fent  us,  kept  us  back  in 
this  work  ;  but  I  was  fo  determined  to  com- 
pofe  a  fheet  a  day,  rhat  one  evening,  when 
my  form  was  impofed,  and  my  day's  work,  as 
I  thought,  at  an  end,  an  accident  having  brok- 
en this  form,  and  deranged  two  complete  fo- 
lio pages,  I  immediately  diftributed,  and  com- 
pofed them  anew  before  I  went  to  bed. 

This  unwearied  induftry,  which  was  per- 
ceived by  our  neighbours,  began  to  acquire 
us  reputation  and  credit.  I  learned  among 
other  things,  that'our  new  printing-houfe  be- 
ing the  fubjeft  of  converfation  at  a  club  of 
merchants,  who  met  every  evening,  it  was  the 
general  opinion  that  it  would  fail  ;  there  be- 
ing already  two  printing-houfes  in  the  town^ 
Kcimer^s  and  Bradford's.  But  Dr.  Bard, 
whom  you  and  I  had  occafion  to  fee,  many 
years  after,  at  his  native  town  of  St.' Andrew's 
in  Scotland,  was  of  a  different  opinion.  "  The 
induftry  of  this  Franklin  (faid  he)  is  fuperior 
to  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  witneflfed^ 
I  fee  him  ftill  at  work  when  1  return  from  the 
club  at  nighty  and  he  is  at  it  again  in  the 
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morning  before   his   neighbours   are   out   of 
bed.'*     This  account  (truck  the  reft  of  the  af- 
fembly,  and  fhortly  after  one  of  its  members 
came  to  our  houfe,  and  offered  to  fupply   us 
with  articles  of  ftationary  ;  but  we  wifhed  not 
as  yet  to  embarrafs  ourfelves  with  keeping   a 
fbop.     It  is  not  lor  the   fake  of  applaufe  that 
I  enter  fo  freely  into  the  particulars  of  my  in- 
duftry,  but  that  fach  of  my   defcendants  as 
fiiall  read  thefe  memoirs  may  know  the  ufe  of 
this  virtue,  by  feeing  in  the  recital  of  my  life: 
t*he  effeds  it  operated  in  my  favour- 
George  Webb,  having  found  a  friend  who^ 
knt  him  the  neceifary  fum  to  buy  out  his  time^ 
of  Keimer,  came  one  day  to  offer  himfelf  to> 
us  as  a  journeyman-      We  could  not  employ 
him  immediately ;  but  I  foolifhly  told   him,, 
^nder  the  rofe,  that  I  intended  fliortly  to  pul>' 
lifh  a  new  periodical  paper,  and  that  we   then^ 
fliould  have  work  for  him*     My  hopes  of  fuc- 
Gefs  which  I  imparted  to  him,  were  founded) 
on  the  circumftance,  that  the  only  paper  we: 
had  at  Philadelphia  at  that  time,  aad  which:. 
Bradford  printedj  was  a  paltry  thing,  mifera- 
bly  Gondufted,  in  no  refpeft  amufmg,    and 
which  yet  was  profitable.     I  confequently  fup* 
pofed  that  a  good  work  of  this  kind  could  not 
fail  of  fuccefs.     Webb. betrayed  my  fecret  to^ 
Keimer,  who,  toprevent  me,  immediately  pub- 
lifhed  the  profpedus  of  a  paper  that  he  in* 
tended  to  inftitute  himfelf,  aadin  whichWebb 
iKas  to  be  enga^^ed,- 
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'J  was  exafperated  at  this  proceeding,  and,, 
with  a  view  to  counteraft  them,   not  being  a- 
ble  at  prefent  to  inftitute  my   own  paper,  I 
wrote  fome  humourous  pieces  in  Bradford's, 
under  the  title  of  the  Bufy  Body*  ;  and  which 
was  continued  for  feveral    months  by  Breint- 
nal.      I  hereby  fixed  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
h'c  upon  Bradford's  paper ;  aDd  the  profpecfui 
ofKeimer^  which,  we  turned   into  ridicule, 
was  treated  with  contempt..   He  began,  not* 
"withftanding,  his   paper  ;  and  after   continu- 
ing it  for  nine  months,  having  at  moft   not 
moie  than  ninety  fubfcribers,  he  offered  it  me 
for  a  mere  trifle.     I  had  for  fome   time  beea 
ready  for  fuch  an  engagement  :  I  therefore 
inftantly  tpok  it  upon   myfelf,   and  in  a  few 
years  it  proved  extremely  profitable  to  me. 

I  perceive  that  I  am  apt  to  fpeak  in  the  firft 
perfon,  though  our  partherfhip  flill  continued. 
It  is,  perhaps,  becaufe,  in  fad,  the  whole  bufi- 
■nefs  devolved  upon  me.  Meredith  was  no 
compofitor,  and  but  an  indifferent  preflman  j 
and  it  was  rarely  that  fee  ;^bftained  from  hard 
drinking.  My  friends  were  forry  to  fee  me 
eonneded  with  him ;  but  I  contrived  to  de« 
rive  from  it  the  utmoft  adtantage  the  cafe  ad- 
mitted. 

*  A  manuscript  note  in  (lie  file  of  the  American  Mer* 
cury,  preserved  in  the  Philadelphia  library,  says,  tkat 
Franklin  wrote  the  first  five  numbers^  and  part  of  the 
eighth.  . 
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Our  firft  number  produced  no  other  effed 
than  any  other  paper  ^hich  had  appeared  ia 
the  province,  as  to  type  and  printing  ;  but 
fome  remarks  in  my  peculiar  flyle  of  writing, 
upon  the  difpiite  which  then  prevailed  be- 
tween governour  Burnet,  and  tKe  Maflachu- 
fetts  affembly,  flruck  fome  perfons  as  above 
mediocrity,  £aufed  the  paper  and  its  editors  to 
be  talked  of,  and  in  a  feV  weeks  induced 
them  to  become  our  fubfcribers.  Many, oth- 
ers followed  their  example;  and  pur  fub- 
fcription  continued  to  increafe.  This  was 
one  of  the  firft  gopd  elxefts  of  the  pains  I  had 
taken  to  learn  to  put  my  ideas  on  paper.  I 
derived  this  farther  advantage  from  it,  that 
the  leading  men  of  the  place,  feeing  Ih  the 
authour  of  this  publication,  a  man  fo  well  al^l^ 
to  ufe  his  pen,  thought  it  right  to  patronise 
and  encourage  me. 

The  votes,  laws,  and  other  public  pieces^ 
were  printed  by  Bradford.  An  addrefs  of  the 
houfe  of  affembly  to  the  governour  had  been 
executed  by  him  in  a  very  courfe  and  incor- 
reft  manner.  We  reprinted  it  with  accuracy 
and  neatnefs,  and  fent  a  copy  to  every  mem- 
ber. They  perceived  the  difference  ;  and  it 
fo  ftrengthened  the  influence  ot  our  friends 
in  the  affembly,  that  we  were  noipinated  it§ 
printer  for  the  following  year. 

Among  thefe  friends  I  ought  not  to  forget 
one  member  in  particular,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
^^hon;  1  haye    mentioned  in  a  former  part 
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^f  my  narrative,  and  who  was  now  returnedr 
from  England.  He  warmly  interefted  him- 
felf  for  me  on  this  occafion,  as  he  did  like- 
wife  on  many  others  afterwards;  having  con- 
tinued his  kindnefs  to  me  till  his  death. 

About  this  period  Mr.  Vernon  remindecJ 
me  ofthedebtl  owed  him,  but  without  preff- 
ing  me  for  payment.  I  wrote  him  a  hand- 
fome  letter  on  the  occafion,  begging  him  to 
wait  a  little  longer,  to  which  he  confented  j 
and  as  foon  as  I  was  able  I  paid  him,  principal 
and  intereft,  with  many  exprgffions  of  grati- 
tude ;  fo  that  this  errour  of  my  life  v^^s  in  a 
manner  atoned  for. 

But  another  trouble  now  happened  fo  tiieV 
which  i  had  not  the  fmalleft  reafon  to  expeftv 
Meredith's  father,  who,  according  to  our  a- 
greement,  was  to  defray  the  whole  expenfe  of 
our  printing  materials,  had  only  paid  an  hun- 
dred pounds.  Another  hundred  was  ftill  due, 
and  the  merchant  being  tired  of  waiting,  com- 
menced a  fuit  againft  us.  We  bailed  the  ac- 
tion, but  with  the  melancholy  profpeft,  that, 
if  the  money  was  not  forthcoming  at  the  time 
fixed,  the  affair  would  come  to  iflue,  judg- 
ment be  put  in  execution,  our  delightful 
hopes  be  annihilatedy  and  ourfelves  entirely 
ruined  ;  as  the  types  and  preis  mufl  be  fold^ 
perhaps  at  half  their  value  to  pay  the  debt. 

In  this  diftrefs,  two  real  friends,  whofe 
generous  condu^  I  have  never  forgotten,  and 
never  fhall  forget  while   I  retain  ihe  remem- 
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brance  of  any  thing,  came  to  me  feparatelyv. 
without  the  knowledge  of  each  other,  and- 
without  my  having  applied  to  them.  Each- 
offered  me  whatever  fum  might  be  neceffary, 
to  take  the  bufmefs  into  my  own  hands,  if  the 
thing  was  pradkable,  as  they  did  not  like  t 
fhould  continue  in  partnerfhip  with  Meredith, 
who,  they  faid,  was  frequently  feen  drunk  in 
the  ftreets,  and  gambling  at  ale-houfes,  which 
very  much  in|ured  our  credit.  Thefe  friends, 
were  William  Coleman  and  Robert  Grace. 
I  told  them  that  while  there  remained  any 
probability  that  the  Merediths  would  fulfil 
their  part  of  the  compad,  I  could  not  propofe 
a  reparation  ;  as  I  conceived  myfelf  to  be  un- 
der obh'gations  to  them  for  what  they  h^d^ 
done  already,  and  were  ftill  dilpoled  to  do  if 
they  had  the  power  ;  but  in  the  end  fhould^ 
they  fail  in  their  engagement,,  and  our  part? 
Bexfliip  bd  diffolved,,  I  fhould  then  think  my- 
felf at  liberty  to  accept  the  kindnefs  of  my 
friends. 

1  hings  remained  for  fome  titne  in  this  ftate. 
At  lafl  I  faid  one  day  to  my  partner,  "  Your 
fether  is  perhaps  diffatisfied  with  your  having 
^  fhare  only  in  the  bufmefs,  and  is  unwilling 
to  do  for  two,  what  he  would  do  for  yoii 
alone.  Tell  me  frankly  if  that  be  the  cafe^, 
and  I  will  refign  the  whole  to  you,  and  do  for 
myfelf  as  well  as  I  can."  "  No  (faid  he)  my 
father  has  really  been  difappointed  in  his 
hopes ;  he  is  not  abJ^  to  pay,  and  I  wi(h  to  pui 
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Bim  to  no  further  inconvenience,      Ffee  that 
I  am  not  at  all  calculated  for  a  printer  :  I  was> 
educated  as  a  famier,  and  it  was  abfurd  in  me 
to  come  here  at  thirty  years  of  age,  and  bind-^ 
myfelf  apprentice  to  a  new  trade.       Many  ofV 
my  countrymen  are  going  to  fettle  in   North- 
Carolina,  where  the  foil  is  exceedingly  favour- 
able.    I  am  tempted  to  go  with  them,  and  to 
refume   my  former    occupation.      You  will ^ 
doubtlefs  fiiid  friends  who  will  aflift  you.      If 
you  will  take  upon  yourfelf  the  debts  of  the 
partnerfhip^   return;  my  father  the   hundred; 
pounds  he  has  advanced,  pay  my  little  perfon- 
al  debts,  and  give  me  thirty  pounds  and  a  new 
faddle,  I  will  renounce  the   partnerfhip,  andl 
confign  over  the  whole  frock  to  you/* 

I  accepted  this  propofal  without  hefitation*^- 
It  was  committed  to  paper^  and  figned  andi 
fealed  without  delay.     I  gave  him  what  he  de- 
manded and  he -departed  foon  after  for  Caroli- 
na, from  whence  he  fent  me,  in  the  following 
year^  two  long  letters,  containing  the  beft  ac- 
counts that  had  yet  been  given  of  that  coun- 
try, as  to  climate,  foil,  agriculture,  &Ci   for  he  - 
was  well  verfedin  thefe  matters.     I  publifhedi 
them  in  my  newfpaper,  and  they  were  receive-, 
ed  with  great  fatisfaQ:ion. 

As  foon  as  he  was  gone  lapplied  to  my  two^ 
friends,  and  not  wifliing  to  give  a  difobliging 
preference  to  either  of  them,  I  accepted  from: 
each  half  what  he  had  offered  me,  and  which 
it  was  neceffary  I.  fhould  have* ,     I,  paW .  the- 
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partnerfiiip  debts,  and  continued  the  bufinefs' 
on  ray  own  account  ;  taking  care  to  inform 
the  public,  by  advertifement,  of  the  partner- 
fhip  being  diffolved.  This  was,  I  think,  in 
the  year  1729,  or  thereabout. 

Nearly  at  the  farae  period  the  people  de- 
manded a  new  emiflion  of  paper  money  :  The 
exifting  and  only  one  that  had  taken  place  in 
the  province,  and  which  amounted  to  fifteen- 
thoufand  pound,  being  foon  to  expire.  The 
wealthy  inhabitants,  prejudiced  againft  every 
fort  of  paper  currency,  from  the  fear  of  its  de- 
preciation y  of  which  there  had  been  an  in- 
fiance  in  the  province  of  New-England,  to  the- 
injury '  of  its  holders,  ftrongly  oppofed  the 
meafure.  We  had  difcuffed  this  affair  in  our 
junto,  in  which  I  was  on  the  fide  of  the  new 
emiffion  ;  convinced  that  the  firft  fmall  fum^^ 
fabricated  in  1723,  had  done  much  good  in 
the  province,  by  favouring  commerce,  induf- 
try  and  population,  fince  all  the  houfes  were- 
now  inhabited,  and  many  others  building  j 
whereas  I  remembered  fo  have  feen,  wheA- 
firft  I  paraded  theftVeets  of  Philadelphia  eating; 
my  roll,  the  majority  of  thofe  in  Walnut-street,' 
Second-ltreet,  Fourt-ftreet,  as  well  as  a  great' 
number  in  Chefnut  and  other  ftreets,  with  pa- 
pers on  them  fignifying  that  they  were  to  be 
let  y  which  made  me  think  at  the  time  that- 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  deferting  i^ 
one  after  aaother^ 
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Our  debates  made  me  fo  fully  mafter  of  the 
fubjeft,  that  I  wrote  and  publiftied  an  anony- 
mous pamphlet;,  entitled.  An  Inquiry  into  the 
Nature  and  Neceffity  of  a  Paper  Currency, 
•It  was  very  well  received  by  the  lower  and 
middling  clafs  of  people  ;  but  it  difpleafed 
the  opulent,  as  it  increafed  the  clamour  in  fa- 
vour of  the  new  emifiion.  Having,  however, 
no  writer  among  them  capable  of  anfwering 
it,  their  ©ppofition  became  lefs  violent  ;  and 
•there  being  in  the  houfe  of  aflembly  a  majori- 
ty for  the  meafure,  it  paffed.  The  friends  I 
had  acquired  in  the  houfe  perluaded  that  I 
had  done  the  country  effential  fervic€  on  this 
occafion,  rewarded  me  by  giving  me  the 
printing  of  the  bills.  It  was  a  lucrative  em- 
ployment, and  proved  a  very  feafonable  help 
to  me  ;  another  advantage  which  I  derived 
from  having  habituated  myfelf  to  write. 

Time  and  eicperience  fo  fully  demonftrated 
the  utility  of  a  paper  currency,  that  it  never 
after  experienced  any  confiderable  oppofition  ; 
fo  that  it  foon  amounted  to  55,0001.  and  in 
the  year  1739,  to  8o,oool.  It  has  fmce  rifen, 
during  the  lafl  war,  to  350,000,  tradej^ild- 
ings  and  population  having  in  the  interval 
continually  increafed  :  But  I  am  now  con- 
vinced that  there  are  limits  beyond  which  pa- 
per money  would  be  prejudicial. 

I  foon  after  obtained,  by  the  influence  of 
my  friend  Hamilton,  the  printing  of  the  New- 
,ca(l;le  p^er-money,  another  profitable  work. 
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as  I  then  thought  it,  little  things  appeating 
great  to  pcrfons  of  moderate  fortune  ;  and 
they  were  really  great  to  me^  as  proving  great 
encouragements.  He  alfo  procured  me  the 
printing  of  the  laws  and  votes  of  that  govern- 
ment which  I  iretained  as  long  as  I  contin^ied 
in  the  bufinefs. 

I  now  opened  a  fmall  ftationer's  fhop.  I 
kept  bonds  and  agreements  of  all  kinds,  drawn 
up  in  a  more  accurate  form  than  had  yet  been 
feen  in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  a  work  in 
which  I  was  aflifted  by  my  friend  Brientnal. 
1  had  alfo  paper,  parchment,  pafteboard, 
-books,  &c*  One  Whitemafli,  an  excellent 
compofitor,  whom  I  ha4  -known  in  London^ 
came  to  offer  bimfelf.  I  engaged  him,  and 
he  continued  conftantly  and  diligently  to  work 
with  me.  I  alfo  took  an  apprentice,  thefon 
»of  Aquila  Rofe. 

I  began  to  pay,  by  degrees,  the  deb^  I  had 
contrafted  ;  and  in  order  to  enfure  my  credit 
and  character  as  a  tradefman,  I  took  care  ncrt 
only  to  be  really   induftrious   and  frugal,  but 
alfo  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  the  contrary, 
I  was  plainly  dreiTed,  and  never  feen  in  any 
place  of  public  amufement.      I  never  went  a 
iifliing  or  hunting  :  ^  book  indeed,  enticed 
-Uie  fometimes  from  my  work,  but  it  was  fel- 
xlom,  by   ftealih,  and  occafioned  no  fcandal  '^ 
and  to  fhow  that  I  did  not  think  myfelf  above 
my  profeffionj  I  conveyed  home  fometimes  in 
a  wheelbarrow  the  paper  I  purchafed  at  the 
waiehoufes^ 
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I  thus  obtained  the  reputation  of  being  an 
mduftrious  young  man,  and  very  pundual  in 
my  payments.  The  merchants  who  imported 
articles  of  ftationary  folicited  my  cuftom  ;  oth- 
ers offered  to  furniih  me  witfi  books,  and  my 
little  trade  went  on  profperoully. 

Meanwhile  the  credit  and  bulinefs  of  Kei^^ 
mer  diminifhed  every  day,  he  was  at  laft  forc- 
ed to  fell  his  flock  to  fatisfy  his  creditors  ;  and 
he  betook  himfelf  to  Barbadoes,  where  he 
lived  for  fome  time  in  a  very  impoveriihed^ 
ftate.  His  apprentice,  David  Harry,  whom  I 
had  inftrufted  while  I  worked  with  Keimer, 
haTing  bought  his  materials,  fucceeded-  him 
iathebufinefs,  I  was  apprehenfive,  at  firft, 
of  finding  in  Harry  a  powerful  competitor,  as 
he  was  allied  to  an  ©pulent  and  refpeftable 
family  ;  I  therefore  propofed  a  partnerfhip, 
which,  happily  for  me,  he  reje<9:ed  with  dif- 
dain.  He  was  extremely  proud,  thought  him- 
felf a  fine  gentleman,  lived  extravagantly, 
and  purfued  amufements  which  fufFered  him  to 
be  fcarcely  ever  at  home  ;  of  confequence  he 
became  in  debt,  neglefted  his  bufinefs,  and 
bufinefs  negleded  him.  Finding,  in  a  fhort 
time,^  nothing  to  do  in  the  country,  he  follow- 
ed. Keimer  to  Barbadoes,  carrying  his  printing, 
materials  with  him.  There  the  apprentice 
employed  his  old  mafter  as  a  journeyman.. 
They  were  continually  quarrelling  ;  and  Har- 
ry (till  getting  in  debt,  was  obliged  at  laft  to- 
fell  his  prefs  and  types,  and  return  to  his  old 

lis 
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occupation  of  hufbandry  la  Pennfylvaniat. 
The  perfon  who  purchafed  them  employed-- 
Keimer  to  manage  the  bufinefs  ;  but  he  died 
a  few  years  after. 

I  had  now  at  Philadelphia  no  qompetitoir 
but  Bradford,  wTio^  being  in  eafy  circumftanc- 
es,  did  not  engage  in  the  printing  of  books, 
except  now  and  thenVas  workmen  chanced  tOL. 
offer  themfelves  ;  and  was  not  anxious  to  ex- 
tend his  trade.  He  had  however,  one  advan- 
tage over  me,  as  he  had  the  direftion  of  the 
poft-office,  and  was  of  confequence  fuppofed 
to  havfe  better  opportunities  ot  obtaining  news* 
His  paper  was  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  more  ad- 
vantageous to  advertifing  cuftomers  ;  and  in 
confequence  of  that  fuppofition,  his  advertife- 
ments  were  much  more  numerous  than  mine  j; 
this  was  a  fource  of  great  profit -to  him,  and 
difadvantageous  to  me.  It  was  to  no  pur- 
purpofe  that  I  really  procured  other  papers,^ 
and  diftributed  my  own,  by  means  of  the  poft  ; : 
the  public  took  for  granted  my  inability  ia 
this  refpeft  ;  and  I  was  indeed  unable  to  con- 
quer it  in  any  other  mode  than  by  bribing  the 
poft  boys,  who  ferved  me  only  by  ftealth, 
Bradford  being  fo  illiberal  as  to  forbid  them. 
This  treatment  of  his  excited  my  rcfentment ; 
and  my  difguft  was  fo  rooted,  that,  when  I  af- 
terwards fucceeded  him  in  the  poft-ofEce,  I 
took  care  to  avoid  popying  his  example. 

I   had  hitherto   continued  to  board  with. 
Godfrey,  who,  withhi5  v^ife  aadchUdrenaOa-- 
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Eupied  part  oi    my  houfe,  and  half  of  the 
(hop  for   his  bufin^fs  ;  at   which  indeed,  he 
worked  very  little,  being  always  abforbed  by 
mathematics.     Mrs..  Godfrey  formed  a  wifti; 
of  marrying  me  to  the  daughter  of  one  of  her- 
relations.     She  contrived  various   opportuni- 
lies  of  bringing  us  together,  till  {he  faw  that  I ; 
wzs  captivated  ;  which  was  not  difRculti  the- 
tady  in  queftion  poffeffing  great  perfonal  meru- 
it.    The  parents  encouraged  my  addrefles,  by ' 
inviting  me  continu-ally  to  fupper,  and  leaving 
LIS  together,  till  at  lad  it  was  time  to  come  to^ 
m  explanation.    Mrs.  Godfrey  undertook  to 
aegociate  our  little  treaty.     I  gave  her  to  un- 
Jerftand  that,  I  expeded  to   receive  with  the: 
pung  lady  a  fum  of  money  that  would  enable 
[Tie  at  leaft  to  difcharge  the  remainder  of  myv 
debt  for  my  printing  materials.     It  was  then,^* 
[  believe,  not  more  than  a  hundred  pounds. 
>he  brought  me  for  anfwer,  that  they  had  no 
lich  fum  at  their  difpofal.      I  obfirved  that  it 
night  eafily.  be  obta^ed,  by  a  mortgage  on 
:heir  houfe.     The  reply  of  this  was,  after  a  few 
lays  interval,  that  they  did  not  approve  of  the 
natch  ;  thatMhey  had  confulted  Bradford,  and: 
^ound-that  the  bufinefs^  of  a  printer  was*  not 
ucrative  ;  that  my  letters  would  foon  be  wora. 
3iat,  and  muft  be  fuppiied  by  new  ones  ;  that 
^eimerand  Harry  had  failed,  and  that,  prob^ 
ibly,  1  fhould  do  fo  too.      Accordingry  they^ 
Forbade  me  the  houfe,   and  the  young  lady 
3fa5  coniiued,    I  know  not  if  they  had  really 
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changed  their  minds,  or  if  it  was  merely  an? 
artifice,  fuppofing  our  afFedions  to  be  too  far 
engaged  for  us  to  defift,  and  that  we  fhould 
contrive  to  marry  fecretly,  which  would  leave 
tiieniat  liberty  to  give  or  not  as  they  pleafed* 
But,  fufpeding  this  motive,  I  never  went  a- 
gain  to  their  houfe.  s 

Some  time  after  Mrs.  Godfrey  informed^ 
me  that  they  were  favourably  difpofed  towards 
me,  and  wifhed  me  to  renew  the  acquaintance  ; 
but  I  declared  a  firm  refolution  never  to  have 
any  thing  more  to  do  with  the  family.  The 
Godfrey's  expreffed  fome  refentment  at  this  ;. 
and  as  we  c©uld  no  longer  agree,  they  chang- 
ed their  refidence,  leaving  me  in  poffefEon  of 
the  whole  houfe.  I  then  refolved  to  take  no 
more  lodgers.  This  affair  having  turned  my^ 
thoughts  to  marriage,  I  looked  around  me,  and 
made  overtures  of  alliance  in  other  quarters  ; 
but!  foon  found  that  the  profeffion  of  a  print* 
er  being  generally  looked  upon  as  a  poor 
trade,  I  could  exped  no  money  wiih  a  wife, 
at  leaft  if  I  wifhed  her  to  poffefs  any  other 
charm*  Meanwhile,  that  paflion  of  youth,  fo^ 
difficult  to  gpvern,  had  often  drawn  me  into 
intrigues  with  defpicable  women  who  fell  in 
my  way  ;  which  were  not  unaccompaniedi 
with  expenfe  and  inconvenience,  befides  the 
perpetual  rifk  of  injuring  my  health,  and 
catching  a  difeafe  which  I  dreaded  above  all 
things.  But  L  wai  fortunate  enougjh  to  e£*: 
cape  this  dangerr 
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As  a  neighblobr  and  old  acquaintance,  I 
kept  up  a  friendly  intimacy  with  the  family  of 
Mifs  Read,  Her  parents  had  letained  an  af- 
fedian  for  me  from  the  time  of  my  lodging 
in  their  houfe«  1  was  often  invited  thither  ; 
they  confulted  me  about  their  aflairs.  And  I 
had  been  lometlmes  ferviceable  to  them.  I 
was  touched  with  the  .unhappy  fituation  of 
their  daughter,  who  was  almofl  always  melan- 
xholy,  and  continually  feeking  folitude.  I  re- 
garded my  forgetfulnefs  and  inconftancy,  dur- 
ing my  abode  in  London,  as  the  principal 
caufe  of  her  misfortane  ;  though  her  mother 
had  the  candour  to  attribute  the  fault  to  her- 
felf,  rather  to  me,  becaufe,  after  having  pre- 
vented our  marriage  previous  to  my  departure, 
fne  had  induced  her  to  marry  another  in  my 
^abfence. 

Our  mutual  affedlon  revived  ;  but  there 
€xifi;ed  great  obftacles  to  our  union.  Her 
marriage  was  confidered,  indeed,  as  not  being 
valid,  the  man  having,  it  was  faid,  a  former 
wife  ftill  living  in  England  ;  but  of  this  it  was 
difficult  to  obtain  a  proof  at  fo  great  a  diftance ; 
and  though  a  report  prevailed  of  his  being 
dead,  yet  we  had  no  certainty  of  it  ;  and  fup- 
pofmgit  to  be'  true,  he  bad  left  many  debts, 
for  the  payment  of  which  his  fucceflbr  might 
be  fued.^  We  ventured  neverthelefs,  in  Ipite 
of  all  thefe  difficulties,  and  I  married.her  on 
the  firfl^f  September,  1730.  None  of  .the  in- 
convemenc;.*^  we  had  feared  IiappcneJ  to  is* 
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She  proved  to  me  a  good  and  faithful  com^ 
panion,  and  contributed  e&ntially  to  the  fuc^ 
eels  of  my  fliop.  We  prolpered  together,  and 
it  was  o.ur  mutual  fludy  to  render  each  other 
happy.  Thus  I  corre^ed,  as  well  as  I  could, 
this  great  errour  of  nay  youth. 

Our  x:lub  was  not  at  that  .time  eftabliflied  at 
a  tavern.  We  held  our  meetings  at  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Grac€,  wfco  appropriated  a  room  to  the 
purpofe.  Some  members  obferved  one  day^ 
that  as  aur  books  were  frequently  quoted  iu 
the  courfe  of  our  difcuiTions,  it  would  be  con- 
venient to  have  them  colleded  in  the  room  ia 
which  we  alfembled,  in  order  to  be  confulted 
Aipon  oxrcaCion;;  and  that  by  thus  forming  a 
jcommon  library  of  our  individual  coUeftions^ 
each  would  have  the  advantage  of  ufing  the 
books  ci)f  all  the  other  members,  which  would 
nearly  be  the  fame  as  if  he  poffefled  them  all 
himfelf.  The  idea  was  aporoved^  and  we  ac- 
cordingly brought  fuch  books  as  we  thoughi: 
v/e  could  fpare,  which  were  placed  at  the  end 
of  the  club  room.  They  amounted  not  to  fo 
many  as  we  expefted  ;  and  though  we  made 
confiderable  ufe  of  them,  yet  fomfc  inconven-^ 
iences  refultlng  from  want  of  care,  it  y/as  ar 
greed,  after  about  a  year,  to  deftroy  the  col- 
leftion  ;  and  each  took  away  fuch  books  a^ 
belonged  to  him. 

It  was  now  that  Ifirft  ftarted  the  idea  of 
.eftabliiliing  by  fuWcription<,  a  public  library. 
I  di9w  up  thp  pwpohWi  had  them  cngroiIb4 


itt  i^rm,  by  Brockden,  the  attorney  ;  and  my 
projed  fucceeded,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
quel.       *       * 


[The  life  of  Dr.  Franklin,  as  written  by 
himfeif,  fo  far  as*  it  has  yet  been  communicat- 
ed to  the  world,  breaks  off  in  this  place.     We 
\inderftand  that  it  was  continued  by  him  fome- 
what  further  and  we  hope  that  the  remainder 
will,  at  fome  future  period^  be   communicated^ 
to  the  public.     We  have  no  helitation  in  fu^ 
pofing  that  every  reader  will  find  himfelf  great- 
ly interefted  by   the  frank  fimplicity  and  the' 
philofophical     difcernment   by    M'hich    thefe 
pages  are  fo  eminently  chara£l^rized.      We 
have  therefore  thought   proper,   in   order   as 
much  as  poffible  to  relieve   his  regret,  to  fiib- 
join  the  following  continuation,  by  one  of  the 
Doftbr's   intimate  friends.      It   is  extrafled 
ftom  an  American  periodical  publication,  and 
was  written  by  the  late  Dr.  Stuber*  of  Phila*^ 
dclphra«3^ 

*  Dr.  Stubcp  was  born  in  Philadelpliia,  of  Cerrhan- 
parents.  He  was  sent,  at  an  early  age,  to  the  universi- 
ty, >Vhere  his  genius,  diligence,  and  amiable  temper 
soon'^  acquired  him  the  particular  notice  and  favour  of 
those  under  whose  immcdiat(?  direction  he  was  placedi 
After  passing  through  the  common  course  of  study,  in 
a  much  shorter  time  than  usual,  he  Jeft  the  university, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  with  great  reputation.  Not  long 
after,  he  entered  on  the  study  of  Physic  ;  and  the  zeal 
\Vlih  which  he  pursued  it,  and  tlie  advances  he  made, 
§Gtve  his  friends  reason  to  f6rm  the  most  flutlering  pros* 
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THE  promotion  of  literature  had  been  Kt- 
tle  attended  to  in  FennfyhanU  Mdll  of  the 
inhabitants  were  tod  much  imfnerfed  in  bufi- 
nefs  to  think  of  fcientific  purfuits ;  and  thofe 
few,  whofe  inclinations  led  them  to  ftudy, 
fomid  it  difficult  to  gratify  them,  from  the 
\^'aj:^t  of  fufficiently  large  libraries.  In  fuch 
circumftances,  the  eftablifliment  of  a  public 
iibrary  was  an  important  event*  1  his  was 
firft  (tt  on  foot  by  Franklin,  about  the  year 
1731.  Fifty  perfons  fubfcribed  forty  {hillings 
each,  and  agreed  to  pay  ten  Ihiliiiigs  annually. 
The  number  increafed  ;  and  in  1742,  the 
company  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of 
^- The  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia.'* 
Several  other  companies  were  formed  in  thia 
city  in  imitation  of  it.  Thefe  were  all  at 
length  united  with  the  Library  Company  of 
Philadelphia,  which  thus  received  a  confuler- 
able  accelnon  of  books  and  property.  ■  It  con- 
tains now  eight  thoufand  volumes,  on  all 
fubjeds,  a  philofophical  apparatus,  aiui  a  good 

pects  cf  his  future  eniinence  and  usefulness  in  the 
profession.  As  Dr.  Stubei'-i  circurnstances  were  very 
inoderc-te,  he  did  not  tliink  this  pursuit  well  calculated 
to  answer  them.  He  therefore  rtlinquisbed  it,  after  he 
luid  obtained  a  degree  in  the  profession,  and  qualifud 
himself  to  practise  with  credit  and  success  ;  and  im- 
iDcdlatcIy  entered  0.1  the  study  of  Law.  In  pursuit  of 
the  last  mentioi}td  object,  he  was  pr.ematurejy  arrested, 
before  he  had  an  opportunity  of  reaping  the  iruit  of 
those  talents  with  which  he  was  endowtxl,  an<!  of  a 
youth  spent  is  the  aideiu  and  successful  pursuit  oi  \x%^'^ 
ful  ds^d  elegant  litera'urs. 
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beginning  towards  a  colJedion  of  nalural  and 
artificial  euriofities,  befides  landed  property  of 
confiderable  value.  The  company  have,  late- 
ly built  an  elegant  houfe  in  Fifth  flreet^  in 
the  front  of  which  will  be.  ereded  a  marbie 
•  ftatue  of  their  founder^  BEiNjAMiM-  Frank-- 

'  UN. 

This  inftitution  was  greatly  encouraged  hf 
'the  friends  of  Literature  in  America  and  ia 
Great  Britain.  The  Penn  family  diftinguifh- 
^  ed  themfelves  by  their  donations.  Amongfi: 
the  earliefl  friends  of  this  inftitution  mufl  be 
mentioned  the  late  Peter  Collinfon,  the  friend 
and  correfpondent  of  Dr.  Franklin.  He  not 
only  made  confiderable  prefents  himfelf,  and 
obtained  others  from  his  friends,  bu4  volun- 
tarily undertook  to  manage  the  bufinefs  of 
the  company  in  London,  recommending^ 
books,  purchafing  and  fiiipping  them.  His 
extenfive  knowledge,  and  zeal  lor  the  promo- 
'  tion  of  fcience,  enabled  hirii  to  execute  this 
^important  truft  with  the  greateft  advantage. 
He  continued  to  perform  thefe  fervices  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  uniformly  refufed 
to  accept  of  any  cdrnpenfation.  During  this 
time,  he  communicated  to  the  directors  every 
information  relativ^e  to  improvements  and  dif- 
coveries  in  the  arts,  agriculture, -and  philofo- 

phy.  •'  ;''\ 

The  beneficial  influence  of  this  inftitution 
was  foon  evident.  The  cheapnafs  of  termsi 
rendered  it  acceffible  to  every  one.  -Its  advaa- 
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tages  wpe  n  ot  confined  to  the  opulent.  Tlf^ 
citizens  in  the  middle  and  lower  walks  of  life 
were  equally  partakers^  of  them.  Hence  a 
degree  of  information  was  extended  amongst  | 
all  clafles  of  people,  which  is  very  unufual  in  | 
other  places.  The  example  w^s  foon  follow-  | 
ed.  Libraries-  were  eftablifihed  in  various  \ 
places,  and  they  are  now  become  very  num^r-  i 
ous  in  the  United  States,  and  particularly  in^  a 
Pennfylvania.  It  is  to-  be  hoped  that  they^ 
will  be  ftill  more  widely  extended^  and  that 
information  will  be  every  where  increafed. 
This  will  be  the  beft  fecurity  for  maintaining 
our  liberties.  A  nation  of  well  informed  men,, 
who  have  been  taught  to  know  and  prize  the' 
rights  which  God  has  given  them  cannot  be 
enflavedv  It  is  in  the  regions  of  ignorance 
that  tyranny  reignsv  k  flies  before  the  light' 
of  fcience.  Let  the  citizens  of  America,  then^ 
encourage  inftitutions  calculated  to  difFufe 
knowledge  aifongft  the  people  ;  and  amongfb 
ihcki^  public  librariea  are  not  the  lead  impor-H 
tanti^. 

In  1732,  Franklin  began  to  publifli  Poor 
Richard's  Almanac.  This  was  remarkable 
for  the  numerous  and  valuble  concife  maxims* 
which  it  contained,  all  tending  to  exhort  to 
induflry  and  frugality.  It  was  continued  for 
many  years.  In  the  almanac  for  the  lafl:^ 
year,  all  the  maxims  were  coUeded  in  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  reader,  entitled,  The  Way-  ta 
Wealth*.    This  has  been  tranflated  in  varipui 
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Sanguages,  and  inferted  in  different  publica- 
tions. It  has  alfo  been  printed  on  a  large 
facet,  and  may  be  i^tn  framed  in  many  houl^ 
es  in  this  city.  This  addrefs  contains,  per- 
haps, the  beil  pradical  fyflem  of  economy 
that  ever  has  appeared.  It  is  written  in  a 
manner  intelligible  to  every  one,  and  which 
cannot  fail  of  convincing  every  reader  of  the 
jaftice  and  rpropriety  of  the  remarks  and  ad- 
vice which  it  contains.  The  demand  for  this 
almanac  was  fo  great,  that  ten  thoufand  have 
.been  fold  In  one  year  ;  which  muft  be  confid- 
.ered  as  a  very  large  ntmber,  efpeci^Uy  when 
^we  refleft,.that  this  country  was,  at  that  time, 
but  thinly  peopled.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
the  falutary  maxims  contained  in  thef«  alman- 
acs, mull  have  made  a  favourable  impreffioa 
upon  many  of  the  readers  of  them. 

It  was  not  long  before  Franklin  entered 
iipon  his  political  career.  In  the  year  1736  h« 
was  appointed  clerk  to  the  general  aflembly  of 
3*ennfy!vania ;  and  was  reelefted  by  fucceed-* 
ing  afl'emblies  for  feveral  years»,  uncil  he  was 
chofen  a  reprefentative  for  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

Bradfoid  was  poflefled  of  fome  advantages 
over  Franklin,  by  being  poft-mafter,  thereby 
having  an  opportunity  ot circulating  his  paper 
more  extentjvely,  and  thus  rendering  it  a  bet* 
ter  vehicle  for  advertliements,  &c.  Franklin, 
in  his  iurn,  enjoyevj  thefe  advantages,  by  being 
jippointed. poll' mailer  of  Philadelphia,  in  1 737. 
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Bradford,  xr^iile  in  offi(te,  •  had  a£ted  utigene- 
lOuUy  towards  Franklin,  preventing  as  much 
as  pdfrible  the  cirxrulation  of  his  gaper.  He 
had  now  ati  opportunity  of  retaliating  ;  but 
hisnoblon^ft  of  foul  prevented  him  from  mak- 
ing ufe  of  it. 

-  The  police  of  Philadelphia  -  had  early  ap- 
pointed watchmen,  whofc  duty  it  was  to  guard 
the  citizens  againft  the  midnight  robber,  and 
to  give  an  'immediate  aliarm  in  cafe  of  fire. 
$rhis  duly  ig,  perhaps,  one  of  the  moft  impor- 
tant that  can  be  committed  to  any  Tet  of  menv 
The  regulations^  however,  were  not  fufficient- 
ly  ftria.  Franklin  faW  the  dangers  arifmg 
from  this  caufe,  and  fuggefted  an  alteration, 
-fo  as  to  oblige  the  guardians  of  the  night  to 
t)e  more  watchful  over  the  lives  and  property 
of  the  citi:^ens.  The  propriety  of  this  was 
imrntdia^ely  perceived,  and  a  reform  was  ef- 
fefted. 

There  is  nothing  more  dangerous  to  gro\^- 
ing  cities  than  fires.  Other  caufes  operate 
fiowiy,  aind  almbft  imperceptibly  ;  but  thefe 
in  a  motnent  render  abortive  the  labours  of 
ages.  On  this  account  there  fhould  be,  in  all 
cities,'aW'ple'provifions  to  prevent  fires  fiom 
fpreading.  Franklin,  early  faw  the  neceffity 
of  thefe  ;  and,  aboiit  the  year  1738,  formed 
the  firlt  fire  compat^y  in  this  city.  This  ex- 
ample was  foon  followed  by  others  ;  and  there 
are  now  numeroiis  fire-eompanies*in-  the  city 
md  liberties.     To  thefe-  m^y- h^  attribut-ed  irt 
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a  great  degree  the  adivity  in  extinguifiilng 
fires,  for  which  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
are  diftinguifted,  and  the  inconfiderable  dam- 
age which  this  city  has  fuftained  from  this 
caufe. — Some  time  after,  Franklin  fuggefted> 
the  plan  of  an  affociation  for  enfuring  h'oufes, 
from  lolTes  by  iire,  which  was  adopted  ;  and 
the  affociation  continues  to  this  day.  The 
advantages  experienced  ^  from  it-  have  b:^en 
great. 

From  the  firft  eft'ablifhment  of  Pennfylvanla, 
a  fpirit  of  difpute   appears   to  have  prevailed 
amongffc  its  inhabitants.'    During  the  life-time 
of  William  Penn,  the  conftitution"  had  been 
three  times  altered^    After    this    period,   the 
Hiftory  ofPennfylvania  is  little  elfe  than  a  re- 
cital of  the  quarrels  between  the  proprietaries, 
or  their  governours,  and  the  alfembly.      The 
proprietaries  contended  for  the  right  of  ex- 
empting their  land  from  taxes ;  to  which  the 
affembly  would  by  no  means   confent.      This 
fubjeft  of  difpute   interfered  in   almoft^  every 
queftlon,    and    prevented  the    moft.  falutary 
kws  from  being  enacted.     Thfs,  at  times,  fab- 
jedted  t4ie  peopU  to  great  inconveniences.    In 
the  year- 1 744,  during  a  war  between  France 
and  Great  BrltaxT?,  fome  French  and   Indians 
had  made  inroads  upon  the   frontier  inhabit- 
ants  of  the  province,    who   were   unprovided 
for  fuch  an  attack.      It  became  neceffiiry  that 
the  citizens    Ihould  arm    for   their    defence. 
Govern(?ur  Thomas  recommended   to  the  af.- 

1.2 
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fembly,  who  were  then  fitting,  to  pafs  a  mih'tia 
law.  To  this  they  would  agree  ojily  upon 
condition  that  he  fhould  give  his  pSent  to 
certain  lav/s,  which  appeared  to  th^ni  calculat- 
ed to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  people.  As 
he  thought  thefe  laws  would  be.  injurious  to 
the  proprietaries,  he  refufed  his  affent  to  them  ; 
and  the  aiiembiy  broke  up  without  pafling  a 
militia  law.  The  fituation  of  the  province 
was  at  this  time  truly  alarming  ;  expofed  ta 
the  continual  inroads  of  an  enemy,  and  defti- 
tute  of  every  means  of  defence.  At  this  crifis 
Franklin  ftepped  forth,  and  propofed  to  a 
meeting  of  th€  citizens  of  Philadeiphia,  a  plaa 
of  a  voluntary  afTociation  for  the  defence  of 
the  province.  This  was  approved  of,  and 
figned  by  twelve  hundred  perfons  immedi- 
ately,. 

Copies  of  it  weie  circulated  throughout  the 
province  ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  the  number  of 
iigners  ar^ounted  to  ten  thoufand.  Franklia 
was  chofen  colonel  of  the  Philadelphia  regi- 
jnent  ;  but  he  did  not  tjiink  proper  to  accept 
of  the  honour. 

Purfuits  of  a  different  nature  now  occupied 
the  greateft  part  of  his  attention  for  fome 
years.  lie  engaged  In  a  courfe  :of  eledlrical 
experiments,  with  all  the  ardour  and  thirft  for 
difcovery  which  charafterized  the  philofophers. 
of  that  day.  Of  all  the  branches  of  experi* 
mental  philofo|Miy,  electricity  had  been  lead 
€-%p!crcdt    Xy.^tiif a^ve  pQwer  of  amber  is 
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mentioned  by  Theopraftus  and  Pliny,  and 
from  them,  by  later  riatur'alifts.  In  the  year 
160O5  Gilbert,  aft  Engliih  phyfician,  enlarged 
confiderably  the  catalogue  of  fubftamces  which 
have  the  property  of  attrading  light  bodies. 
Boyle,  Otto  Guericke,  a  burgomafter  of  Mag- 
deburg, celebrated  as  the  inventor  of  the  air 
pump.  Dr.  Wall,  and  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  added 
.  facne  faOs.  Guericke  firft  obferved  rhi^  repul- 
fiVe  power  of  ele(9:ricity,  and  the  light  and 
noife  produced  by  it.  In  1709,  Hawkefbec 
communicated  fome  important  obfervations 
and  experiments  to  the  world.  For  feveral'i. 
years  eledricity  was  entirely  neglefted,  until 
Mr.  Gray  applied  hirqfelf  to  It,  in  1728,  with, 
great  affiduity.  He,  and  his  friend  Mr,. 
Wheeler,  piade  S  great  variety  of  experi- 
ments ;  in  which  they  demomfirated,  that  e- 
le.flricity  may  be  communicated  from  one 
body  to  another,  even  without  being  iri  con- 
tact, and  in  this  way  may  be  conduced  to  a: 
great  dillance.  Mr,  Gi«ay,  afterwards  found, 
that,  by  fufpending  rods:  of  iron  by  filk  or 
hair  lines,  and  bringing  an  excited  tube  under 
*them,fparks  might  be  drawn,  and  a  light  per- 
ceived at  the  e:^tremities  in  the  dark.  M.  Du 
Faye,  iritendant  on  the'  French  King's  gar- 
dens, made  a  iiumber  of  expeiiments,  which 
added  not  a  little  to  the  fcience.  He  made 
the  difcovery  of  two  kind^  of  electricity  which 
■he  called  ^77/T(5i/j  and  rejinons ;  the  forrlier  pro- 
duced by  lubbing  glafs^  the  latter  from  excite 
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•  ed  fulphiir,  ftaling-wax,  &c.  Butthis  idea  h 
afterwards  gave  up  as  erroneous.  Betweei 
the  years  1739  and  1742,  Defagoiliers  made 
number  of  experiments  but  added  little  of  im 
portance.  He  firft  ufed  the  terms  conducfor 
and  eieftrics per  fe.  In  1 742,  feveral  ingeniou 
Germans  engaged  in  the  fubjeft.  Of  thef 
the  principal  were,  profeflbr  Boze,  of  Wittem 
berg^  profelTor  Windier,  of  Leipfic,  Gordon 
a  Scotch  Benedidine  monk,  profeifor  of  phi 
lofophy  at  Erftit,  and  Dr,  Ludolf,  of  BerHn 
The  refult  of.  th'cir  reiearches  aftonifhed  th< 
philofophers  of  Europe.-  Their  apparatui 
was  large,  and  by  means  of  it  they  were  ena 
bled  to  colled  large  quantities  o£  eleftricity 
and  thus  to  produce  phenomena  which  hac 
been  hitherto  unobferved.  They  killed  Anal 
birds^  and  f^t  fpjrits  on  fire.  Their  experi- 
ments  excited  the  curiofity  of  other  philofo. 
ghers.  Gollinfon,  about  the  year  1 745,  feni 
to  the  library  company  of  Philadelphia  an  ac- 
count, of  thefe  experiments^  together  with  a 
tube,  and  diredions  how  to  ufe  \t^  Franklhij 
with  fomeof  his  friends,  immediately  engag- 
ed in  a  courfe  of  experiments  j  the  refult  of 
which  is  well  known.  He  was  enabled  to 
make  a  rtumber  of  imptortant  difcoveries,  and 
to  propofe.  theories  to  account  for  various 
phenomena  ;,  which,  have  been  univerfally 
adopted,  and  which  bid  fair  >  to  endure  for  ag- 
es. His  obfervations  he  communicated,  in  a 
feries. of  letters,  tg  his  friend.  Collinfon  5,  the 
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firftofwhichis  dated  March   28,    1747.     In 
thefe  he  makes  known  the  power  of  points  in 
drawing  and  throwing  off  the  eleftrical  mat* 
ter,  which  had  hitherto  efcaped  the  notice  of 
eleftricians.     He  alfo  made  the  graftd  difcov- 
ery  of  a/>/^^/and   minus ^  or  of  a  pofttive  and 
negative  Hate  of  eleftricity.      We   gave   him 
the  honour  of  this,   without   hefitation  ;    al*^ 
though  the  Englifli   have  claimed  it  for  their 
countryman,  Dr.  Watfon,     Watfon's  paper  is 
dated  January  21,  1748  j  Franklin's  July  ii> 
1747;  feveral  months  prior.       Shortly  after, 
Franklin,  from  his  principles  of  plus  and  mi- 
nus ftate,  explained,  m  a  fatisfaflory  manner, 
the  phenomena  of  the  Leyden  phial,  firft  ob- 
ferved  by  Mr.  Cuneus,  or  by  profeffor   Muf- 
chenbrock^  of  Leyden,  wkich  had  much  per- 
plexed philofophers.     He  fhewed  clearly   that 
*he  bottle,  when  charged,  contained  no  more 
^ledtricity  than  before,  but  that  as  much  was 
taken  from  the  one  fide  as  was  thrown  on  the 
other  ;  and  that,  to  difcharge  it,  nothing  was 
HecefTary  but  to  make   a  communication  be- 
tween the.  two  fides,  by  which    the    equilibri- 
um might  be  reftored,  and  that  then  no  figns 
of  electricity  would  remain.      He  afterwards 
demonftrated,  by  experiments,   that   the  elec- 
tricity did  not  refide  in  the  coating,    as    had 
been  fupported  in  the  pores  of  the  glafs  itfelf# 
After  a  phial  was  charged,  he   removed  the 
coating,  and  found  that  upon  applying  a  new 
coating  the  fhock  might  ftill  be  received.     In 
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the  year  1749,  hefirft  fuggefled  his  idea  of 
explaining  the  phenomena  of  thunder-guftsi 
at3id  of  the  aurora  borealis,  upon  eleflrical 
prmciples.  He  points  out  many  particulars 
in  which  lightning  and  eleftricity  agree  5  and 
he  adduces  many  facis,  and  reafoning  from 
fads,  in  fapport  of  his  pofitions.  In  the  fanxe 
year  he  conceived  the  aftoniihingly  bold  and 
grand  idea  of  afcertaining  the  truth  of  his 
doftrine,  by  aftually  drawing  do:wn  the  forked 
lightning,  by  means  of  jfh?irp  pointed  iron 
rods  raifed  into  the  region  of  the  clouds. 
Even  in  this  uncertain  ft  ate,  his  paifion  to  be 
ivfeful  to  mankind  difplays  itfelf  in  a  power* 
iul  manner.  Admitting  the  identity  of  elec- 
tricity and  lightning,  and  knowing  the  power 
of  points  ;in  repelling  bodies  charg^ed  with  e- 
ledricity,  and  in  condufting  their  fire  filently 
and  imperceptibly,  he  fuggefts  the  idea  of  fe- 
curing  houfes,  fbips,  &c.  from  being  damaged 
by  lightning,  by  erefting  pointed  rods,  which 
ihould  rife  fome  feet  above  the  mofl:  elevated 
part,  and  defcend  fome  feet  into  the  ground  or 
the  water.  The  effect  of  thefte,  he  eonclpded^ 
•would  be  either  to  prevent  a  ftroke  by  repell- 
ing the  cloud  beyond  the  ftriking  diftance^ 
or  by  drawing  off  th^  eleftrical  fire  which  it 
contained  ;  or,  if  they  could  not  efFeft  this, 
|hey  would  ^i  leaft  conduft  the  ftroke  to  the 
^aith,  witilout  any  injury  to  the  building. 

It  was  not  until  the  fummer  of  1752,  that 
|ie  wa?  enabled  to  cotoplete  hi?  grand  and  uo« 


paralleled  difcovery  by  experiment.     The  plan 
which  he  had  originally   propofed,  was,  toe* 
reft  on  fome  high  tower,  or  other  elevated 
place,  a  centry-box,  from  which  ftould  rife  a 
pointed  iron  rod,  infiilated  by  bein§  fi>:ed  in  a- 
Cakeof  rofin.     Eledrified  clouds  paffing  over 
this,  would,  he  conceived,  impart  to  it  a  por- 
tion of  their  eledricity,  v;hich  would  be  ren- 
dered evident  to   the  fenfes  by  fparks^  being 
emitted,  when  a  key,  a  knuckle,  or  other  con- 
dudor,  wasprefented  to  it.       Philadelphia  at 
this  time  afforded  no  Opportumty  of  trying  au 
experiment   of  this  kind.      Whilft  Franklia- 
was  waiting  for  the  eredion  of   a  fpire,  it  oc- 
cured  to  him,  that. he  might  have  more  ready 
siccefe  CO  th-o  rqgioiv  of  dQudgy  by  m^m  &X  * 
common  kite.     He  prepared  one  by  attaching 
two  crofs  flicks  to  a  filk  handkerchief,   whicb 
would  not  fuffer  fo  much  from  the  rain  as  pa^ 
per.     To  his  upright  ftick  was  affixed  an  iroa^ 
point.     The  firing  was,  as  ufual,   of  hemp^^ 
except  the  lower  end,  which  was  filk.    "Wher^ 
the  hempen  ftring  terminated,  a  key  was  faft- 
ened.     With  this  apparatus,   on  the  appear- 
ance of  a  thunder-guit  approaching,  he  went 
into  the  commons,  accompanied  by  his  fon^ 
to  whom  alone  he  communicated  his  inten* 
tions,  well  knowing  the  ridicule  which,  toa^ 
generally  for  the  intereft  of  fcience,  awaits  un- 
fuccefsful  experiments    in   philofophy.      He 
placed  himfelf  under  a  fhed  to  avoid  tliie  rain. 
Kis  kite  was  raifed.     A  thunder  cloud  paffed 
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over  It.  Ko  fign  of  eleftricity  appeared.  He 
almofl  defpaired  of  fuceefs  ;  when  fuddenly  he 
obferved  tha  loofe  fibres  of  bis  firing  to  move 
towards  an  erefl:  pofition.  He  now  prefented 
his  knuckle  to  the  key,  and  received  a  ftrong 
fpark.  How  exquifite  muft  his  fenfations 
have  been  at  this  moment  !  On  this  experi- 
ment depended  the  fate  of  his  theory.  If  he 
fucceeded,  his  name  would  rank  high  amongft 
thofe  who  have  improved  fciencp  ;  if  he  fail- 
ed,  he  mtift  inevitably  be  fubjeaed  to  the  de- 
rifion  of  mankind,  or,  what  is  worfe,  their  pity^ 
as  a  well-meaning  man,  but  a  weak,  filly  pro- 
jeftor.  The  anxiety  with  which  he  looked 
for  the  refult  of  his  experiment,  may  eafily  be 
conceived.^  Doubts  and  defpair  had  begun  to 
prevail,  when  the  faft  was  afcertained  in  fo 
clear  a  manner,  that  even  the  moft  incredu- 
lous could  no  longer  withhold  their  aiTent. 
Repeated  fparks  were  drawn  from  the  key, 
a  vial  was  charged,  a  (hock  given,  and  all  the 
experiments  made,  which  are  ufually  perform- 
ed with  electricity. 

About  a  month  before  this  period,  fome  in- 
genious Frenchmen  had  completed  the  difcor- 
ery,  in  the  manner  originally  propofed  by  Dr. 
Franklin.  The  letters  which  he  fent  to  Mr. 
CoUinfon,  it  is  faid,  were  refufed  a  place 
amongft  the  papers  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
London.  However  this  may  be,  Golinfon 
publilhed  them  in  a  feparate  volume,  under 
the  title  of'/ New  Experiments  and  Obferva- 
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tions  on  Ele<5lncity,  made  at  Philadelphia,  in 
i\merica.''     '1  hey  were  read  with  avidity,  and' 
foon  trar^flated  into  different    languages.       A 
very  incorreft  French  tranflation  fell   into  the 
hands  of  the  celebrated  Buffon,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  the   difadvantages  under  which  the 
work  laboured,  was  much  pleafed  vi^ith  it,  and 
repeated  the  experiments  with  fuccefs.      He 
prevailed  upon  \\h  friend,   M.  D\^libard,  to 
give  his  counttymen  a   more   correft  tranfla- 
tion of  the  work  of  the  American  eleftrician. 
This  contributed  much   towards  fpreading    a 
knowledge  of  Franklin*s  principles  in  France*^ 
The  King,  Louis  XV.  Clearing  of  thefc  experi- 
ments, exprefTed  a  wifh  to  be  a  fpeftator  of 
them.     A  courfe  of  experfments  was  given  atr 
thcfeatof  the  Due  D'Aven,  at  St.   Germain,. 
by  M.  De  Lor.      The  applaufes   which    the 
King  beftowed  upon  Frankhn,  excited  in  Buf^ 
fon,  D'Alibard,  and  De  Lor,  an  earned  defire 
of  afcertaining  the  truth  of  bis  theory  of  thun- 
der-gufts.     Buffon,  erefted  his   apparatus  on 
the  tower  of   Montabar.      M.   D'Alibard    at 
Mary-la-ville,  and  De  Lor,  at  his  houfe  in  the 
Eftrapadeat  Paris,  fome  of  the  highefl:  ground 
in  that   capital.       D'Alibard's   machine   firft 
fhewed  figns  of  eleftricity.      On  the    loth  of 
May,  1752,  a    thunder-cloud    paffed  over  it, 
in  the  abfenceof  M.  D'Alibard  ;  and  a  num- 
ber of  fparks  were  drawn  from  it  by  CoifEer,  a 
joiner,  with  whom  D'Allibard  had  left  direc 
tions  how  to  proceed^  and  by  M^  Rauktj  the 
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prior  of  Mary-Iaville.  An  account  of  thlis  e?^ 
periment  was  given  to  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences,  in  a  memoir  by  M.  DMlibard,  dated 
May  13th,  1752.  On  the  rSth  of  May,  Mv 
De  Lor  proved  equally  fuccefsful  with  the  ap- 
paratus erefted  at  his  own  houfe-  1  hefe  dif 
coveries  foon  excited  the  philofophers  of  oth- 
er parts  of  Europe  to  repeat  the  experiment. 
Amongft  thefe,  none  fignah-zed  themfelves 
more  than  Father  Beccaria  of  Turin,  to  whofe 
obfervations  fcience  is  much  indebted.  Even 
the  cold  regions  of  Ruffia  were  penetrated  by 
the  ardouf  for  difcovery.  ProfefTor  Richmaa 
bade  fail-  to  add  much  to  the  ftock  of  knowU 
edge  on  this  fubj^d,  when  an  unfortunate  flailr 
from  his  rod  put  a  period  to  his  exigence, 
The  friends:  of  fcitrice  wiit  long*  remembef^ 
with  regret  the  admirable  martyr  to  eledrici- 

By  thefe  experiments  Franklin's  theory  wa^^ 
eftablifhed  in  the  molt  firm  manner.^  When 
the  truth  of  it  could  no  longer  be  doubted, 
the  vanity  of  men  endeavoured  to  detraft  from 
its  merit.  That  an  American^  an  inhabitant 
of  the  obfcurecity  of  Philadelphia,  the  name 
of  which  was  hardly  known,  fhould  be  ab'/: 
to  niake  difcoveiies,  and  to  frame  theories. 
whicih  had  efcaped  the  notice  of  the  enlight- 
ened philofophers  of  Europe,  was  too  rrioriity- 
ing  to  be  admitted.  He  muft  Crertainiy  hava 
taken  the  idea  from  fomeboddy  eJfp*;  An  • 
snerican,  a  being  of  inferior  orclerj  make  dii-. 
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^overies !  Impoflible.  It  was  faid,  that  the 
Abbe  Nolletjin  1748,  had  fuggefted  the  idea 
of  the  fimilariiy  of  lightning  and  eleftricity, 
in  his  Lecons  de  Phyfique.  It  is  true,  that  the 
Abbe  mentions  the  idea,  but  he  throws  it  out 
as  a  bare  conjcSure,  and  prop;ofes  no  mode  of 
^fcertaining  the  truth  of  it.  He  himfelf  ae- 
knov/ledgts,  that  Franklin  firft  eritei  tained  the 
bold  thought  of  bringing  hghtning  from  the 
heavens,  by  means  of  pointed  rods  fixed  in 
the  air.  The  fimilarity  of  eledricity  and 
lightning  is  fo  ftrong,  that  we  need  not  be 
furprifed  at  notice  being  taken  of  it,  as  foon  as 
deftrical  phenomena  become  familiar.  We 
jind  it  mentioned  by  Dr.  Wali  and  Mr.  Gray, 
while  the  fcience  was  in  its  infancy.  But  the 
honour  of  forming  a  xegiilar  theory  of  thun- 
der gufts,  of  fuggefting  a  mode  of  determin- 
ing the  truth  of  it  by  experiments  and  by  put- 
ting thefe  experiments  in  pra&ice,  and  thus 
eftabliihing  his  theory  upon  a  firm  and  folid  ba^^ 
fis,  is  irieonteftibly  due  to  Franklin.  D*AIi- 
bardjWho  made  the  experiments  in  France, 
fays,  that  he  pnly  followed  the  track  which 
Franklin  had  pointed  out^ 

It  has  been  of  late  afFerted,  that  the  hon- 
our of  completing  the  experiment  with  the  e- 
leftrical  kite,  does  not  belong  to  Franklin^ 
Some  late  Englifh  paragraphs  have  attributed 
it  to  fome  Frenchman,  whofe  name  they  do 
iiot  mention  ;  and  the  Abbe  Bertholon  gives 
j;  to  M.  De  Romasj  affefibr  tp  the  prefide;^!  of 
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N^rac  ;  the  Englifh  paragraphs  probably  ree- 
fer to  the  fame  perfon;  But  a  very  flight  at- 
tention will  convince  us  of  the  injuftice  of  this 
procedure:  Dr.  Franklin's  experiment  wa$ 
made  in  June,  1752  ;  and  his  letter,  giving  an 
account  of  it,  is  dated  Oftober  19,  1752*  Mo 
vde  Romas  made  his  firft  attempt  on  the  14th 
of  May,  1753,  but  was  not  fuccefsful  until  the 
7th  of  June  ;  a  year  after  Franklin  had  com- 
pleted the  difcovery,  and  when  it  was  known 
to  all  the  philcfophers,  in  Europe. 

Befides  thefe  great  principles,  Franklin's 
letters  on  eledricity  contain  a  number  of  fads 
and  hint?,  which  have  contributed  greatly  to- 
wards reducing  this  branch  of  knowledge  to  a 
fcience.  His  friend  Mr.  Kinnerfly,  communi- 
cated to  him  a  difcovery  of  the  different  kinds 
of  eleftricity  excited  by  rubbing  glafs  and  ful- 
phur.  This,  we  have  faid,  was  firft  obferved 
by  M.  Du  Faye ;  but  it  was  for  many  yeara 
neglefted.  The  philofophers  were  difpofed  to 
account  for  the  phenomena,  rather  from  a  dif- 
ference in  the  quantity  of  eleftricity  collefted  ; 
and  even  Du  Faye  himfelf  feems  ac  laft  to 
have  adopted  this  do£lrine.  Franklin  at  firft 
entertained  the  fame  idea ;  but  upon  repeat- 
ing the  experiments,  he  perceived  that  Mr. 
Kinnerfley  was  right  j  and  that  the  vitreous 
and  refimus  eledricity  of  Du  Faye,  were  noth- 
ing more  than  the />g/J//i;<?  and  negative  ftates 
which  he  had  before  obferved  ;  that  the  glaft 
globe  charged /2/?//W/^  of  iacreafed  the  quaa- 
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'tity  of  eleftrlclty  on  the  prime  condu£lor> 
.whlHl  the  globe  of  fulphur  diminifhed  its  nat* 
ural  quantity,  or  charged  negatively.  Thefe 
experiments  and  obfervations  opened  a  new 
field  for  inveftigation,  upon  which  electricians 
entered  with  avidity  ;  and  their  labours  have 
added  much  to  the  flock  of  our  knowledge. 

In  September,  1752,  Franklin  entered  upon 
a  c6urfe  of  experiments,  to  determine  the  ftatc 
of  ^ledricity  in  the  clouds.  From  a  number 
of  experiments  h'e  formed  this  concluiloii  t 
"  That  the  clouds  of  a  thunder-guft  are  mod 
commonly  in  a  negative  ttate  bf^  eledHcity, 
but  fometimes  in  a  pofitive  ftate/*  and  from 
this  it  follows,  as  a  neceffafy  confequence, 
^'  that  for  the  moft  part,  in  thutider-ftrokes  it 
is  the  earth  that  ftiikcs  into  the  clouds,  and 
not  the  clouds  that  ftrika  into  the  earth/' 
The  letter  containing  thefe  obfervatidiis  is  dat- 
ed in  September^  1753  5  ^^^  T^^  ^he  difcovery 
of  afcending  thunder  his  t)^en  faid  to.  be  of  a 
modern  date,  and  has  b^en  attributed  to  tJie 
Abbe  Bertholon,  w^ho  publifhed  his  memoir 
on  thefubjeft  in  1776.  ;.^ 

Franklin-'s  lett  ers  have  been  tranflated  into 
Latin,  In  proportion  as  they  have  become 
known,'  his  principles  havfc  bfeeii  adopted. 
Som^  oppofition  was  made  to  his  theories, 
particularly  by  the  Abbe  Nollet,  who  was^ 
however,  but  feebly  fupported,  whiift  the 
firft  philofopers  of  E-urope  ftepped-  forth  ia 
defeucc^  of    Franklin's    principles  j    among 
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whom  D*Alibard  and  Beccaria  were  the  moft 
diftinguffhed.  The  oppofition  has  gradually 
ceafed,  and  the  Franklinian  fyftem  is  now  uni- 
verfally  adopted,  where  fcience  floariflies. 

Theinipcirtant  pradlical  ufe  which  Franklin 
made  of  his  difcovcries,  the  fecuring  of  houf- 
es  from  injury  by  h'ghtning,  has,  been  already 
mentioned.  Pointed  conductors  are  now  very 
common  in  America,  but  prejudice  has  hith- 
erto p^revented  their  general  introdudlion  into 
Europe,  notwithftanding  the  mofc  undoubted 
proofs  of  their  utility  have  been  given.  But 
mankind  can  with  difficulty  be  brought  to  lay 
afide  eftabhlhed  praSices,  or  to  adopt  new 
ones.  And  perhaps  we  have  more  reafon  to 
be  furprifed  that  a  practice,  however  rational,, 
vrhich  was  propofed  about  forty  years  ago 
ihould  in  that  time  have  been  adopted  in  fo^ 
many  places,  than  that  it  has  univerlally  pre- 
vailed.. It  is  only  by  degrees  that  the  great 
body  of  mankind  can  be  led  into  new  praclic^- 
es,  however  falutary  thtir  tendency.  It  is 
jiow  j^early  eighty  years  fince  innoculation  was 
introduced  into  Europe  and  America  ;  and  it 
is  fo  for  from  being  general^  at  prefent,  that 
it  will,  perhs^ps,  require  one  ot  two  centuries 
to  render  it  fo* 

In  the  year  1 745,  FrankKn  pnblifhed  an  ac- 
count of  his  new  invented  Fennfylvania  fire- 
places, in  wtiich  he  minutely  and  accurately 
ftates  the  advantages  and  difadvantages  of  dif 
f^rent  kinds  of  fire-places }  and  eadeavourj  to 
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fhew  that  the  one  which  he  defcribes  is  to  be 
preferred  to  any  other.  This  contrivance  has 
given  rife  to  the  open  ftoves  now  in  general 
ufe,  which,  however,  differ  from  it  in  con- 
ftruftion,  particularly  in  not  having  an  air- 
box  at  the  back,  through  which  a  conftant 
fupply  of  air,  warmed  in  its  paflage,  is  thrown 
into  the  room.  The  advantages  of  this  are, 
that  as  a  ftream  of  warm  air  is  continually 
flowing  into  the  room,  lefs  fuel  is  neceffary  to^ 
preferve  a  proper  temperature,  and  the  room^ 
may  be  fo  tightened  as  that  no  air  may  enter 
through  cracks  j  the  confequences  of  which 
arc  colds,  tooth-aches,  &c. 

Although  philofophy  was  a  principal  objeffc 
of  Franklin's  purfuit  for  fcveral  years,  he 
confined  himfelf  not  to  this.  In  the  year 
1747,  he  became  a  member  of  the  general  af- 
fembly  of  Pennfylvania,  as  a  burgefs  for  the 
city  of  Philadel'phia.  Warm  difputes  at  this 
time  fubfifted  between  the  aflembly  and  the 
proprietaries  ;  each  contending  for  what  they 
conceived  to  be  their  juft  rights*  Franklinp^ 
a  friend  to  the  rights  of  man  from  his  infancy, 
foon  diftinguiflied  himfelf  as  a  (leady  opponent 
of  the  unjuft  fchemes  of  the  proprietaries. 
He  was  foon  looked  up  to  as  the  head  of  the 
oppofitian  ;  and'  to  him  have  been  attributed 
many  of  the  fpirited  replies  of  the  aflTembly, 
to  the  meffages  of  the  governours-.  His  influ- 
ence in  the  body  was  very  great.  1  his  arofe 
HQt  from  iiny  fuperiour  powers  of  eloquence  y 
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he  fpoke  but  feldom  ;  and  he  never  was  known 
to  make  any  thing  like  an  elaborate  harangue. 
His  fpeeches  often  confifted  of  a  fmgle  fen- 
lence,  or  of  a  well  told  ftory,  the  moral  of 
whighwas  always  obvioufly  to  the  point.  He 
never  attempted  the  flowery  fields  of  oratory^ 
His  manner  was  plain  and  mild.  His  (lyle 
in  fpeaking  was,  like  that  of  his  writings,  re- 
markably condfe.  Vsfhh  this  plain  manner, 
and  his  penetrating  and  folid  judgment,  he 
was  able  to  confound  the  mofl  eloquent  and 
fubtle  of  his.adverfaries,  to  confirm  the  opin- 
ions of  his  friends,  and  to  make  converts  of 
the  unprejudiced  who  had  oppofed  him. 
With  a  fmgle  obfervation,  he  has  rendered  of 
no  avail  an  elegant  and  lengthy  difcourfe,  and 
determined  the  fate  of  a  queftion  of  impor- 
tance^ 

But  he  was  not  contented  with  thus  fup- 
porting  the  rights  of  the  people.  He  wilhed 
to  render  them  permanently  fecure,  which  can! 
only  be  done  by  maldng  their  value  properly 
known  ;  ai^  this  muft  depend  upon  increaf- 
ing  and  extending  information  to  every  clafs 
of  men.  We  have  already  feen  that  he  waf^ 
the  founder  of  the  public  library,  which  con- 
tributed greatly  towards  improving  the  mind^ 
of  the  citizens.  But  this  wa$  not  fuffici^nt* 
Thefchools  then  fubfifting  were  in  general  of 
little  utility^  The  teachers  were  men  ill  qual- 
ified for  the  important  duty  which  they  had 
utidertaken  j    and  after  adl^   nothing,   more 
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^could  be  obtained  than  the  rudiments  of  a^ 
common  Englifh  education/  Franklin  drevf 
up  apian  of  an  Academy  to  be  erected  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  fuited  to  **  the  ftate  of  an 
infant  country  ;"  but  in  this,  as  ih  all  his 
plans,  he  confined  not  his  views  to  the  prefent 
time  only.  He  looked  forward  to  the  period 
•N^hen  an  inftitutioh  on  an  enlarged  plan  would 
become  necefTary.  With  thisview  he  confid- 
ered  his  acadertiy  as  "  a  foundation  for  pof- 
terity  to  ered  a  feitiinary  of  learning,  more 
^xtenfive,  and  fuitable  to  future  circumflanc- 
es/'  In  purfuance  of  this  plan  the  conftitu- 
tions  were  drawn  up  and  figned  on  ths  13th 
of  November,  1749.  In  thefe  twenty  four  of 
the  mod  refpedable  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
Vere  named  as  truftees.  In  the  choice  of 
thefe,  and  ift  the  formation  of  his  plan,  Frank- 
lin is  faid  to  have  iconfulted  chiefly  with 
Thomas  Hopkinfon,  Efq.  Rev.  Richard  Pe- 
ters, then  fecretary  of  the  province.  Tench 
-Francis,  Efq.  attorney  generial,  and  Dr.  Phin« 
^as  Bond. 

The  foilbwing  article  fhews  a  fpirit  of  be- 
tievolence  worthy  of  irnitation  ;  and  for  the 
honour  of  our  city,  we  hope  that  it  continued 
to  be  in  force. 

*'  In  cafe  of  the  inability  of  the  reef  or  ^  or 
any  mafter,  (eftablilhed  on  the  foundation  by 
deceiving  ace. tain  falary)  through  ficknefs, of 
any  other  natural  infirmities  whereby  he  may 
be  reduced  to  poverty,  the  truftees  ftiall  have 
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power  to  contribute  to  his  fupport,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  diftrefs  and  merit,  and  the  Itock  in 
their  hands." 

The  laft  claufe  of  the  fundamental  rules  is 
ej^prefled  in  language  foatender  and  benevo- 
lent, fo* truly  parental,  th  t  it  will  do  everlaft- 
ing  ho:no,ur  to  the  hearts  and  heads  of  the 
founders. 

"  It  is  hoped  and  expeded,  that   the  truf- 
tees  will  make  it  their  pleafure^  and   in  fom^ 
degree  their  bufinefs,  to  vifit  the  academy  of- 
ten ;    to   encourage   and   countenance    the 
youth,  countenance  and  aflift  the  mafters,  and 
by  all  means  in  their  power  advance  the  ufe- 
fulnefs  and    reputation  of  the   defign  j  that 
they  w:ill   look   on  the  ftudents  as,  in  fome 
meafure,  iheir  own   children,  treat  them  with 
familiarity  and  affeftion  ;    and    when   they 
have  behaved  well,  gone  through  their  ftudies, 
and  are  to  enter  the  world,  they  Iliall  zeal- 
oufly  unite,  andi^ake  all  the  iatereft  that,  can 
be   made,   to  promote   and   eftablilh    them, 
whether  in  bufinefs,  offices,  marriages,  or  any 
other  thing  for  their  advantage,  preferable  to 
all  other  perJTons  whatfoever,   even  oi  equal 
merit." 

The  CQnftltutions  bekg  figned  and  made 
public,  with  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  pro- 
pofing  themfejves  as  truftees  and  founders,  the 
defign  was  fo  well  approved  of  by  the  public 
fpirited  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  that  the  fun;i 
of  eight  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  jfiye 
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fcribed  fpr  carrying  the  plan  into  execution  ; 
and  in  the  beginning  of  January  following 
(viz.  1750)  three  of  the  fchboh  were  opened, 
namely,  the  Latin  and  Greek  fchools,  the 
Mathematical,  arid  the  Englifti  fchools.  In 
purfuance  of  an  article  ih  the  origiiial  plan,  a 
fchool  for  educating  lixty  boys  and  thirty  girls 
(in  the  charter  fince  called  the  Charitable 
School)  was  opened,  and  amidll  all  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  the  truftees  have  ftrujggled' 
in  refpcft  to  their  funds,  has  ftlll  been  contin- 
ued full  for  the  fpace  of  forty  years  ;  fo  that 
allowing  three  years  education  for  each  boy 
and  girl  admitted  into  it,  which  is  the  gener- 
al rule,  at  leaft  twelve  hundred  children  have 
received  in  it  the  chief  part  of  their  educa- 
tion, who  might  othefwifc,  in  a^  great  meaf* 
ure  have  been  left  without  the  means  of  in- 
ftrudion.  And  many  ©f  thofe  who  have  been^ 
thus  educated,  are  now  to  be  found  among 
the  mod  ufcful  and  reputable  citizens  of  this 
ftate.- 

The  inftitution,  thus  futcefsfully  begun,, 
continued  daily  to  flourifh,  to  the  great  fatis- 
faftion  of  Dr.  Franklin  ;  who,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  multiplicity  of  his  other  engagements 
and  purfuits,  at  that  bufy  ftage  of  his  life,  was 
a  conftant  attendant  at  the  monthly  vifitation^ 
and  examinations  of  the  fchools,  and  made  it 
his  particular  ftudy,  by  means  of  his  exten- 
five  correfpondence  abroad,  to  advance  the-' 
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jeputatipn  of  the  feminary,  and  to  draw  ftu^.^ 
d^nts  and  fcholars  to  it  from  difflerent  parts  of' 
America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  Through  the 
interpofitipn  of  his  benevolent  and  learned 
friend,  Peter  Collinfon,  of  London,  upon  the. 
application  of  the  truftees,  a  charier  of  incor- 
poration, dated  July  13,  1753,  was  obtained 
from  the  honourable  proprietors  of  Pennfylva- 
nia.  Thomas  Penn  '^nd  Riqhard  Penn,  Ef- 
quires,  accompanied  with  a  liberal  benefaftioui 
of  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  ;  and  Dr* 
Franklin  now  began  in  good  earneft  to  pleafe 
himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  accompliffi- , 
ment  of  his  original  defign,  viz.  the  eftablifh- 
mcRt  of  a  perfeft  inftitution,  upon  the  plan  of 
the  European  colleges  and  univerfities  ;  for 
whiclv  his  acaderBy  was  intended  as  a  nurfery 
oV  foundation.  To  elucidate  t^js  faft,  is  a 
matter  of  confiderable  importance  in  refpeft  to 
the  memory  and  charader  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
as  a  philofopher,  and  as  the,  friend  and  patron 
of  learning  and  fcience  ;  for,  notwithftanding 
what  is  exprefsly  declared  by  him  in  the  pre- 
?Lmble  to  the  conftitutions,  viz.  that  the  acade- 
my  was  begun /or  "  teaching  the  Latin  an4 
Greek  languages,  with  all  ufeful  branches  of 
the  arts  and  fciences,  fuitable  to  the  ftate  of 
an  infant  country,  and  laying  ^  foundation 
for  pofterity  to  ere^  a  feminary  of  learning 
more  extenfive,  and  fuitable  to  their  feture^ 
circumftances  j^'  yet  it  has  been  fuggefted  of 
I^lej  as  upon   pr.  Franklin'?  authority,  tha!< 
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the  Latin  and  Greek,  or  the  dead   languages^, 
are  an  incumbrance  upon  a  fcheme  of  liberal 
education,  and  that  the  engrafting   or  found- 
ing a  college,   or   more  extenfive  feminary, 
upon  his  academy,  was  without  his  approba- 
tion  or  agency,  and  gave  him  difcontent.      If 
the  reverie  of  this  does  not   already     appear, 
from  whathas  been  quoted  above,  the  follow- 
ing letters  will  put  the  matter  beyond  difpute. 
They  were  written  by  him  to  a  gentleman,  who 
had  at  that  time  publifhed    the  idea  of  a  col- 
lege, fuited  to  the  circumftances  of  a  young 
country,  (meaning  Newyork)  a  copy  of  which 
having  been  fent  to. Dn  Franklin  for  his  opin^ 
ion,  gave  rife  to    that   correfpondence  which 
terminated  about  a  year  afterwards,  in  erefting 
the  college  upon  the  foundation  of  the  acad- 
emy, and  eftablifhing   that   gentleman  at  the 
head  of  both,  where  he  flill  continues,  after  a 
period  of  thirty-fix  years,  to  prefide  with   dif* 
tinguifhed  reputation^. 

From   thefe  letters  alfo,  Ihe   flate  of  the 
academy,  at  that  time,  will  be  feen* 

Philadelphia^  April  19/^5^753. 
SIR, 
IRECEIVED  your  favour  of  the  nth  inft. 
with  your  new*   piece  on    Education^  which  I 
fhall  carefully  perufe,  and  give  you  my   fenti- 
i^nents  of  it,  as  you  defire,  by  next  poft. 

*A  general  idea  ofthe  College  af  MArania#. 
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I  believe  the  young  gentlemen,  your  pupilsy^ 
may  be  entertained  and  inftrufled  here,  in' 
mathematics  and  philoibphy  to  fatisfaaion. 
Mr.  Alifon^  (who  was  educated  at  Glafgow) 
has  been  long  accuftomed  to  tieach  the  latter, 
and  Mr.  Grewf  the  former  ;  and  I  think  their 
pupils  make  great  progrefs.  Mr.  Alifon  has 
the  care  of  the  Latin  and  Greek  fi^ool,  but  as^ 
he  has  now  three  good  affiftants,|  ne  can  very 
well  afford  fo me  hours  every  day  for  the  in- 
flruftion  of  thofe  who  are  engaged  in  higher 
ftudieSi  The  mathematical  fchool  is  pretty 
tvell  furniflied  with  inftrumentl.  The  Eng^ 
}ifh  library  is  a  good  one ;  and  we  have  be- 
Ibnging  to  it  a  middling  apparatus  for  exper- 
imental philofophy,  and  propofe  fpeedily  to 
complete  it.  The  Loganian  library,  one  of 
the  bed  colleftions  in  America,  will  fliortly 
be  opened  ;  fo  that  neither  books  nor  inftru* 
ments  will  be  wanting  ;  and  as  we  are  deter- 
mined always  to  give  good  falaries,  we  have 
reafon  to  believe  we  may  have  always  an  op* 
portunity  of  choofing  good  mafters  ;  upon^ 
which,  indeed,  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole  de- 
peads.     We   are   obliged   to    you  for  your 

*  The  Rev.  and  learned  Mr,  Francis  Alison,  after- 
wards D.  D.  and  Vice  Provost  of  the  College. 

T  Mr.  Theophilus  Gfevr,  afterwards  Profiessor  of 
Matheniatics,  in  the  College. 

|Thos^  assistants  were  at  that  tioie  Mr.  Charles 
Tompson,  late  secretary  of  Congress,  Mr.  Paul  J^ick* 
son  and  Mi\  Jacob  Duc^e* 
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kind  ofFers  in  this  refpeft,  and  when  you  are 
fettled  in  England,  we  may  occafionally  make 
ufe  of  your  triendfhip  and  judgment. 

Ifitfuits  your  conveniency  ft)  vifit  Philadel- 
phia before  you  return  to  Europe^  I  fhall  be 
extremely  glad  to  fee  and  converfc  with  you 
here,  as  well  as  to  correfpond  with  ypu  after 
your  fettlement  in  England  ;  for  an  acquaint- 
ance and  communication  with  men  of  learn- 
ing, virtue,  and  public  fpirit,  is  one  of  my 
.greateft  enjoyments. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  ever  happened 
to  fee  the  firft  propofals  I  made  for  ereft- 
ing  the  academy.  1  fend  them  inclofed.— 
*rhcy  had  (however  imperfeft)  the  defired 
fuccefs,  being  followed  by  a  fubfcription  of 
four  thou/and  pounds^  towards  carrying  them 
into  execution.  And  as  we  are  fond  of  re- 
ceiving advice,  and  are  daily  improving  by 
experience,  I  am  in  hopes  we  ihall  in  a  few 
A'cars^  fee  a  perfeft  inflitution. 

-I  am  very  refpeftfully,  &c. 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

J^r.  W^  SMiTJiy  Long-Ifland* 

Fhiladelphia^  May  ^d^  i753* 
SIR, 
Mr.  Peters  has  juft  now  been  with  me, 
and  we  have  compared  notes  on  your  new 
piece.  We  find  nothing  in  the  fcheme  of  ed- 
ucation, however  excellent,  but  what  is  in  our 
pjpinion,  very  praQicable.    The  great  difficult 
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ty  wHl  be  to  find  the  Aratus,*  and  other  fntt- 
able  perfons,  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  but 
fuch  may  be  had  if  proper  encouragement  be 
given*  We  h^ve  both  received  great  pleaf- 
ure  in  the  perufai  of  it.  For  my  part,  I  know 
not  when  I  have  read  a  piece  that  has  more 
afFeiled  me  ;  fo  neble  and  juft  are  the'fenti- 
nients,  fo  warm  and  animated  the  language  ; 
yet  as  cenfure  from  your  friends  may  ]  be  of 
more  ufe,  as  well  as  more  agreeable  to  you 
than  praife,  I  ought  to  mention,  that  I  wifh 
you  had  omitted  not  only  the  quotation  from 
the  Review,!  which  you  are  now  Juftly  diffat- 
isfied  with,  but  tbofe  expreffions  of  refent- 
ment  againft  your  adverfaries,  in  pages  65 
■  and  79.  In  fuch  cafes  the  nobleft  -  vidory  is 
obtained  by  negled,  and  by  fhining  on. 

Mr.  Allen  has  been  out  of  town  thefe  ten 
days  ;  but  before  he  went,  he  direfted  me  to 
procure  him. fix  copies  of  your  piece.  Mr. 
Peters  lias  taken  ten.  He  purpofed  /tb  have 
writtenlo  you  J  but  omits  it,  as  he  expefts 
fo  foon  to  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you 
^here.  He  defires  me  to  prefent  his  afFeftion- 
4ite  compliments  to  you,  and  to  affure  yoii 

*  The  name  given  to  the  J)rincipal  or  head  of  th€ 
ideal  college, 

t  The  quotation  alluded  to  (frofn  the  London  Month* 
.ly  Review  for  1749,)  was  judged  to  reflect  too  severely 
on  the  discipline  and  government  of  the  English  uni- 
-versitics  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  and  was  expunged 
Crum  the  following  editions  of  this  work. 


tliat  you  will  be  very  welcome  to    him.     I 
fbail  only  fay,  that  you  may  depend  oii   my 
doing  all  in  my  power  to  make  your  vifit  to 
Philadelphia  agreeable  to  you. 
I  am,  &je* 

;     B.  FRANKLINT.. 
Mr,  Smith. 

Philadelphia^  Nov.  2jth^  1 7  5  3* 
Dear  Sir, 
Having  written  you  fully,  'via  Briftol,    F 
have   now  little  to  add.     Matters  relating  to^ 
the  academy  remain  vajiatu  quo^     The  truflees  • 
would  be  glad  to  fee  a  reftbr  eftabiifhed  there, 
but  they  dread  entering  into  new  engagements 
till  they  have  got  out  of  debt  ;  and  I  havenoti 
yet  got  them  wholly  over  to  my  opinion,  that 
a  good  profeffor,  or   teacher   of  the  higher 
branches  o£  learning,  would    draw  fo  many 
fcholars  as  to  pay  great  part,  if  not  the  whole - 
of  his  falary..    Thus,  unlefs  the  proprietors' 
(of  the  province)  fhall  think  fit  to  put  the  fin- 
ifhing  hand  to  our  inftitution,  it    muft,  I  fear^ 
wait  Tome  few  years  longer  before  it  can  ar- 
rive at  that  ftate  of  perfedtion,  which  to  me  it; 
feems  now  capable  of  ;  and  all  the  pleafuret' 
promifed  myfelf  in  feeing  you  fettled  among  ^ 
us,  vanifhes  into  fmoke. 

But  good  Mr.  Gollinfon  writes  me  word,^ 
that  no  endeavours  of  his  (hall  be  wanting  ;. 
and  he  hopes,  with  the  srchbifhop's  affiftance,, 

N  S 
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to  be  able  to  prevail   with  our  ptoprietors.*^ 
1  pray  God  to  grant  them  fuccefs. 

My  fon  prefents  4iis  affedUonate  regariisy 
*^ith,  dear  fir, 

Yours,  &c. 

B.  FRrANKLIlSr. 
P.  S.  I  have  not  been  favoured  vvith  a  line- 
ftom  yoi4  fince  your  arrival  in  England. 

Philadelphia^  April  1 8/^,  1 754* 
!Dear  Sir, 

I  have  had  but  one  letter  from  you  fince 
your  arrival  in  England,  which  was  a  fhort 
one,  via  Bofton,  dated  Oftober  iBth,  ac- 
quainting me  that  you  had  written  largely  by 
Gaptr  Davis.  Davis  was  loft,  and  with  him 
your  letters, .  to  my  great  difapppintment. 
Mefnard  and  Gibbon  have  fince  arrived  here, 
and  I  hear  nothing  from  yon.  My  comfort: 
IS,  an  imagination  that  ypuonly  omit  writ- 
ing, becaufe  you  are  coming,  and  purpofe  to 
tell  me  every  thing  viva  voce:.  So  notknow- 
ii>g  whether  this  Iftter  wiHreach  you,  and 
hoping  either  to  fee  or  hear  from  you  by  th€ 
Myrtilla,  Capt.  Buddon's  fhip,  which  is  daily 
expected,  I  only  add,  that  1  am,  with  great  cf- 
tecm  and  affection, 

Yours,  &c. 

B.FRANKLIN. 

JWn  Smith* 

*Upon  the  application  of  Archbishop  Herring,  and 
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About  a  month  after  the  date  of  this  lafl; 
fetter,  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  addreff- 
ed  arrived  in  Philadelphia!^  and  was  immedi- 
ately placed  at  the  head  of  the  feminary  j 
whereby  Dr,  Franklin  and  the  other  truftees 
were  enabled  to  profecute  their  plan,  for  per- 
fedlng  the  inftitution,  and  opening  the  Col- 
lege upon  the  large  and  liberal  foundation^  on; 
which  it  now  ftands  ;  for  which  purpofe  they 
obtained  their  additional  charter,  dated  May 
^7;h,  1755. 

Thus  far  we  thought  it  proper  to  exhibit: 
in  one   vieWj  Dr.  Franklin's  fervices  in  th^ 
foundation  and  eftablifhment  of  this  feminary*  - 
He  foon  afterwards  embarked   for  Eftgland, 
ia  the  public  fervice  of  his  country  ;;  and  hav- 
ix\g  been  generally  employed   abroad,  in  the.: 
hke  fervice^.  for  the  greateft^  part  of  tbe  re-- 
mainder  of  his  life  (as  will  appear  in  our  fub- 
iequent  account  of  the  fame)  he  Ijjd  but  few 
opportunities   of,  taking  any   further  aftive 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  feminary,  until  his 
final  return  in  the  year  1785,  when  he  found: 
its    charters  violated,  and  his    atncient   col- 
leagues,  the  original  founders,   deprived   of 
their  truft,  by  an  a£l  of  the  legiflature  j  andi 
akhough   his  own  name  had  been  inferted  a-, 
mong  the  new  truftees^  yet  he  declined  to  take - 

thelettera  ofMr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Peters)  the  Hon, 
Thomas  Penn,  Esq.  subscribed  an  annual  sum,  and 
afterwards  gave  at  least  5000/.  to  th a  founding  or  en^ 
grafting  the  CoUege  upon  ihe  Maden>T^^ 
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his  feat  among  them,  or  any  concern  m  the 
management  of  their  affairs,  till  the  inftitu- 
tion  wa€  reftored  by  law  to  its  original  own- 
ers. He  then  affcmbled  his  old  colleagues  at 
his  own  houfe,  and  being  chofen  their  prefi- 
dent,  all  their  future  meetings  were,  at  his- 
requeft,  held  there,  till  within  a  few  months 
of  his  death,  when  with  relu^ance,  and  at 
their  defire,  left  h^  might  be  too  much  injur- 
ed by  his  attention  to.  their  bufinefs,  he  fuf- 
fered  them  to  meet  at  the  college.. 

Franklin  not  only  gave  birth  to  many  ufe- 
ftil  inftitutions  himfelf,  but  he  was  alfo  inflru- 
mental  in  promoting  thofe  which  had  origi- 
n^ated  with  other  men^.    About  the  year  17525 
an  eminent  phyf/cian  of  this  city.  Dr.  Bond^ , 
confidering  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  poor,, 
when  vifited  with  dife?.fe,  conceived  the  idea^ 
of  eftablilhing  a^   hofpitaL.    Notwithftanding: 
very  great  exertions  on  his  part,  he  was  able 
to  intereft  few  people  fo  far  in  his  benevolent 
plan,  as  to   obtain   fubfcriptions  from  themo. 
Unwilling  that  bis  fch^me  fhould  prove  abor- 
tive, he  fought  the  aid  of  Franklin,  who  read- 
ily engaged  in  the  bufinefs,  both  by  ufing  his 
influence  with.his  friends,  and  by  ftating   the 
advantageous  influence  of  the  propofed   infti* 
tution  in  his  paper.     Ihefe   efforts  were  at- 
tended   with    fuccefs".      Confiderable    fums 
were  fubfcribed  ;  but  they  were  {lill  fliort  of 
what  was  neceffary.     Franklin  now  made  an- 
other exertiont     He  applied  ta  the  affembly;:: 
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-ama,  after  fome  oppofition,  obtained  kave  to 
l)ring  in  a  bill,  fpecifying,  that  as  foon  as  two 
thoufand  pounds    v/ere  fubfcribed,   the  fame 
fum  fhould  be  drawn  frotn'the  treafury  by  the 
ipeaker's  warrant,  to    be  applied  to  the  pur* 
pofes  of  the  inftitution.     The  oppofition,  as 
the   fum   was    granted  upon  a    contingency 
which  they  fuppoled  would  never  take  place^ 
'were  filent,  and  the  bill  paffed.     The  friends 
of  the  plan  now  redoubled  their  efforts,  to  ob- 
tain fubfcriptioas  to  the  amount  dated  in  the 
t)ill,  and  were  foon  fuccefsful.     This  was  the 
'foundation    of     the   Peimfylvania    Tlofpiral^ 
which,  with  the  Bettering  houfe  and  Difpea^. 
4ary,  bears  ample  teftimony  of  the    humanity 
of  the  cicizens  of  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Franklin  had  conducted  himfelf  fo  well 
in  the  office  of  pofl  niafler,  and  had  fliewu 
iiimfclf  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  w^ith  the  bu- 
faiefs  of  that  department,  that  it  was  thought 
■expedient  to  raife  him  to  a  more  dignified  fta- 
tion.  In  1753,  he  was  appointed  deputy  poll 
mafter  general  for  the  Britifli  coloaies*  The 
profits  arifing  from  the  pofc  office,  was  a  part 
of  the  revenue,  which  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain  derived  from  the  colonies.  In  the 
hands  of  Franklin,  it  is  faid,  th^i  the  polt 
toffice  in  America  yielded  annually  thrice  as 
much  as  that  of  Ireland. 

The  American  colonies  v/ere  much  expof- 
ed  to  depredations  on  their  frontiers,  by  the 
Indians  j  and  more  particularly  whenever  a 
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.^var  took  place  between  France  and  England^ 
The    colonies,    individually/  xv^ere  either  too 
%Teek  to  take  efficient  meafures  for  their  own 
defence,  or  they  were  .unwilling  to  take  upon 
ihemfelyes  the  whole  burden  of  erecting  fort^ 
and  Maintaining  garrifens,  whilft  th^Ir  neigh- 
•boiirs,  who  partopk  equally  with  themfelves^ 
pf  the  advantages,  contributed  nothing  to  the 
.expenfe,     Son^etimes  alfothie  difputes,  which 
fubiifted  between  the  Governours  and  Aifem* 
blies,  preyented  th^  adoption  of  mean?  of  de* 
fence  ;  as  we  have  feen  was  the  cafe  in  Pean- 
lylvania  in  1745,     To  devife  a.  plan  of  union 
between  the  .Colonies,   to   regulate  this   and 
pther   matters,    appeared   a  defirabte  objeft. 
To  accoinplith  this,  in  the  year  1 754,  commif^ 
fioners    from  Njew-Hampfhire,  Ma^ffachufetjts^ 
Rhode-Iflalid,  Niew-Jerfey,  Peniiiyivantai  and 
Marylaj^d,  met  at  Albany,      Dr.  Franklin  at- 
tended here,  as  cojnniilponer  from   Pennfy].-» 
yania,  and  produced  a  plan,  which,  from   the 
place  of  nveeting  has  been  ufually  termed  the 
^^  Albany  f^lan  ot  Union.-    l*his  jiropofed  that 
appHcatibn  be  made  for  an  aO:  of  Parliment, 
to  eftablifli  in  the  colonies  a  general   govern- 
ment, to  be  admlniftered  by  a  prefident^gene- 
ral,  appointed  by  the  crown,  and  by  a  grand- 
council,  confifting  of  inembcrs  chofen  by  the 
yeprefentatives  of  the  different  colonies}  their 
number  to  be  in  direct  proportion  to  thefqms 
paid  by  each  colony  into  the  geiieraltre^fury, 
Jimiting  them,  however,  tanot  mor^  than  fev- 
gli  nor  lefs   than  |.w<^    reprefentatiye?,     Tt)§ 
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\^hole  executive  authority  Was  committed  to' 
the  prelident-general-  The  power  of  legifla- 
tion  was  lodged  in  the  grand' council  and  preli-' 
dent-general  jointly  j  his  confent  beings  made 
neceflfary  to  pafling  a  bill  into  a  lawv.  The 
power  vefted  in  the  prefident  and^council  were/ 
to  declare  war  and  peace,  and  to  conclude  trea- 
ties with  the  Indian  nations  J  to  regulate  trade 
'^^ith,  and  to  make  pirrchafes  of  raoanf  lands' 
irom  them,  either  in  the  name  6f  the  cfown,"^ 
or  of  the  union  ;^  to  fettle  new  colonies,  to 
make  laws  for  governing  thefe  until  they' 
ihould  be  ere&ed  in  feparategovernmeittts,  and" 
tb  raife  troops,  build  forts,  fit  out  atiaed  veiV 
fx::ls,  and  ufe  bth^r  means  fot  the:  generar 
defence  y  and,  to'  efFed  ihefe  things,  a  power 
was  given  to  make  laws,-  laying  luclv  duties/ 
impolts,  of  taxes,  as  they  ihould  find'  rieeeffa-' 
ry  and  as  would  be  leall.  burdenfoolie-  to'  the; 
people.  All  laws  were  to  be  fent  to  England^ 
for  the  King's  approbation  ;'  and  unlefs  difap. 
proved  of  within  three  year's,  w^ere  to  remain' 
in  force,*  All  officers  in  the  land  or  fea^  fer-^ 
f ice  were  to  be  nominated  by  the  prefident-' 
general,  and  approved  of  by  the  general  covin-' 
cil  y  civil  officers  were'  to  be  nominated;  by 
the  council,  and^  approved  by  the  prefident* 
Such  are  the  outlines  of  the  plan  propofed^ 
for  the  conuderation  of  the  congrefs,  by  Dr* 
Franklin.  After  feveral  days  difcufiion,  it 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  the  commiffion- 
crs,  a  copy  tranfmitted  to  each  aflembly,  and 
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one  to  the  King's  council.  The  fate  o£  ft  was^ 
fmgulan  It  vas  difapproved  of  by  the  minif- 
try  of  Gieat  Britain,  becaufe  it  gave  too  much 
power  to  the  reprefentarives  of  the  people  y 
and  it  was  rejedled  by  every  aflembly,  as  giv- 
ing to  the  prefident-general,  the  reprefentative 
of  the  crow^n5  an  influence  greater  than  ap* 
peared  to  them  proper,,  in  a  plan  of  govern* 
nient  intended  for  freemen.  Perhaps  this  re- 
jeftion,  on  both  fides,  is  the  (Irongefl  proof 
that  could  be  adduced  of  the  excellence  of  it, 
as  fuited  to  the  fituation  of  America  and  Great 
Britain  at  that  time.  It  appears  to  have  fteer- 
ed  exactly  in  the  middle,  between  the  oppo- 
fite  interefts  of  both. 

Whether  the  adoption  of  this  plan  would 
have  prevented  the  feparation  of  America  from 
Great  Btitain  is  a  qmeftion  which  has  afforded: 
much  room  for  fpeculation..  It  may  be  faid, 
that,  by  enabling  the  colonies  to  defend  them- 
felves,  it  would  have  removed  the  pretext  up- 
on which  the  ftamp-a£t,  tea-ad,  and  other  afts 
of  the  Britifh  Parliament,  were  paflTed  ;  which 
excited  a  fpirit  of  oppofition,  and  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  feparation  of  the  two  coun- 
tries- But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  mtuft  be  ad- 
mitted, that  the  reftri£tion  laid  by  Great  Brit- 
ain upon  our  commerce,  obliging  us  to  fell 
our  produce  to  her  citizens^  only,  and  to  take 
from  them  various  articles,  of  which  our  man- 
ufaftures  were  difcouraged,  we  ftood  in  need,, 
at  a  price  greater  than  that  for  which  they 
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^oulii  have  been  o'^tainecf  from  other  nations,, 
mufl  mevitably  produce  diffatisfaftion,  even 
though  no  duties  were  iiDpofed  by  th^  parlia- 
ment ;  a  eircumftancc  which  might  ftill  have 
taken  place.  Befides,  as  the  prefident-gener- 
al  was  to  be  appointed  by  the  crown,  he  mufL, 
of  neceffity,  be  devoted  to  its  views,  and  would., 
therefore,  refufe  his  ailent  to  any  laws,  how- 
ever falutary  to  the  community,  which  had  the 
mod  remote  tendency  to  injure  the  interefts 
0i  his  fovereiga.  Even  ihould  they  receive 
his  afient,  the  approbation  of  the  king  was  to 
be  neceffary  ;  v^ho  would  indubitably,  in  eve- 
ry inftance  prefer  the  advantage  of  his  home 
dominions  to  that  of  his  colonies*  Hence 
w^ould  enfue  perpetual  difagreements  between 
the  council  and  the  prefident-general,  and  thus^. 
between  the  people  of  America  and  the  crowns 
of  GVeat  Britain  :  While  the  colonies  contin- 
ued  weak,  they  v/ould  be  obliged  to  fubmir.^ 
and  as  foon  as  they  acquired  ftrength  they 
would  become  more  urgent  in  their  dq,mandsv 
until,  at  length,  they  would  Ihake  off  the 
yoke,  and  declare  themfelves  independent, 

Whilft  the  French  were  in  poffeffion  oB 
Canada,  their  trade  with  the  natives  extend- 
ed veiy  far  ;  even  to  the  back  of  the  Britifli? 
jfettlements.  They  were  difpofed,  from  time 
to  time,  to  eftablifli  pofts  within  the  territory,, 
which  the  Britifli  claimed  as  their  own.  In- 
dependent of  the  injury  to  the  fur-trade,  which 
was  confid€rable,jhe  colonies  fuffered  thiafur- 
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ther  inconvenience,  that  the  Ihdians  were  fre*" 
quently  inftigated  to  commit  depredations  oir^ 
their  frontiers.     In  the  year  1753^  encroach- 
ments were  made  upon  the  boundaries  of  Vir- 
ginia*     Remonftrances  had  no  effed;     In  the' 
enfuing  year,  a  body  of  men  was  fent  out  un^ 
der  the  command  of  Mr.  Wafhington,  who,^ 
though  a  very  young  man^  had,  by  his  conduct 
in  the  preceding  year^  fhewn  himfelf  worthy 
of  fuch  an  iniporfant  truft.^    Whilft  marching 
to  take  pofTeffion  of  the  pofl  at  the  junftion  of 
the  Alegany  and-Monongahala,  he  wasinform-' 
ed  that  the  French  had  already  ere^ed  a  fort 
therev    A  detachlrtient  of  their  men  marched 
againft  him.     He  fortified  himfelf  as  ftrongly' 
as  time  and  circumftariees' would  admit.     A' 
fuperiority  of  numbers  foon  obliged  him  to' 
fui render  Fort  I<!e€€jjttyi     He  obtained  honoi  - ; 
able  ternis  for  himfelf  and  men,  and  returned' 
to  Vifginiai     The  government  of  Great- Brit- 
ain now  thought  it  neceflary  to  interfere;    In^ 
t«he  year  1755^  Gen.  Braddockj;  with  fome  reg- 
iments of  regular  troops,  and  pi bvincial  levies, ^^ 
was  fent'  to  difpoffefst hi  French  of  the  pofts 
upon  which  they  had'  feizedi     Aftet  the  men; 
were  all  ready^ adifficuUy  occurred, which  hacf^' 
liearly  prevented   the  expedition.     This  was 
the  want  of  waggons,     Franklin  now  ftepped 
forward,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  his  fon,  in 
a  little  time  procured  a  hundred  and  fifty. 
Braddock,  unfortunately  fell  into  an  ambuf* 
oade,  and  periflied,  with  a  number  of  his  men. 


FRANKLIN*S  LIFE.  'l6^ 

^Wafiiington,  who  hid  accompanied  him  as  an 
aid  de-camp,  and  had  warned  him  in  v^in  of 
his  danger,  now  difphiyed  great  military  tal- 
ents in  efFefting  a  retreat  of  the  remains  of 
.the  army,  and  in  forming  a  junftion  with  the 
rear,  under  Colonel  Dunbar,  upon  whom  the 
chief  comms^nd  devolved*  With  Tome  diffi^. 
culty  they  brought  their  little  body  to  a  place 
of  fafety  ;  but  they  foun^  it  neGtlTary  to  de- 
Itroy  their  waggons  and  baggage,  ,to  prevent 
their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  For 
the  waggons  which  he  had  furnifhed,  Franklia 
had  givei^  bonds  to  a  large  amount.  The  own- 
ers decl?ired  their  intentions  of  obliging  hin:i 
:to  make  a  reftitution  of  their  property.  Had 
they  put  their  threats  into  execytion,  ruia 
muft  inevitably  have  been  the  confequence. 
.Governour  Shirely,  finding  that  he  had  incur- 
red thefe  debts  for  th^  fervice  of  the  geyera* 
uient,  made  arrangernents  to  have  them  diC- 
.charged,  and  releafed  FTapklin  froni  his  difa- 
,greea?ble  iituation. 

Ihe  alarm  fpread  through  the  colonies,  af- 
ter the  defeat  of  Braddock,  was  very  great.* 
Preparations  to  arm  ^ere  every  where  o)adey 
In  Pennfylvaniia,  the  prevalence  of  the  <^uaker 
intereft  prevented  the  adoption  of  any  fyftein 
of  defence,  which  would  compel  the  citizen$ 
to  bear  arms.  Franklin  introduced  into  the 
affembly  a  bill  for  organising  a  militia,  by 
which  every  man  was  allovved  to  take  arms  or 
;TOtj  as   to  biia  lliould  appear  fit.     The  Quay 


Jkers,  being  thus  left  at  liberty,  fuflfered  tb^ 
bill  to  pafs  ;  tor  although  their  principles 
would  not  fuffer  them  to  iight,  th^y  had  no 
objection  to  their  neighbors  fighring  for  them. 
In  confequence,  of  this  aft  a  very  refpeftable 
militia  was  formed.  The  fenfe  of  impending 
-danger  infufed  a  military  fpirif  in  all,  whofe 
religious  tenets  were  not  oppofed  to  war. 
iTanklin  was  appointed  colonel  of  a  regimeivt 
.in  Philadelphia,  which  confifted  of  1200  men. 

Thenorth-weftern  frontier  being  invaded  by 
the^nemy,  it  became  neceflary  to  adopt 4neaf- 
Hires  for  its  defence.  Franklin  was  direded  by 
the  governour  to  take  charge  of  this  bufinels. 
A  power  t)f  raifing  ineu  and  of  appointing  of- 
ficers to  command  them,  was  veiled  in  him. 
He  loon  levied  a  body  of  troops,  with  which 
he  repaired  to  the  place  at  which  their  prefence 
was  neceflary.  Here  he  built  a  lort,  and 
;placed  the  garrifon  in  fuch  a  poftute  of  de- 
fence, as  would  enable  them  to  vvithRand  the 
inroads,  to  which  the  inhabitants  h'dd  previ- 
viouily  been  expofed.  He  remained  here  for 
fome  time,  in  order  the  more  completely  to 
difcharge  the  truft  comipitted  to  him.  Some 
bufmefs  of  importance  rendered  his  prefence 
neceifary  in  the  afFemblyi  an^  he  returned  to 
l^hiladelphia.  .  , 

The  defence  of  her  coionies  vtras  a., great  ex- 
penfe  to  Great-Britain.  The  mod  effential 
racde  of  leflening  this,  was,  to  put  arms  into 
the  hands  of  the  inhabitants,  and  to  teach 
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them  their  ufe.  But  England  wifhednot  that 
the  Americans  (hould  become  acquainted  with 
their  own  ftrength.  She  was  apprehenfive,; 
that,  as  foon  as  this  period  arrived,  they  would 
no  longer  fubmit  to  that  monopoly  of  their 
trade,  which  to  them  was  highly  injurious,  but 
extremely  advantageous  to  the  mother  coutitry. 
In  comparifon  with  the  profits  of  this,  the  ex- 
peafe  of  maintaining  armies  and  fteets^  to  de- 
fend them  was  trifling.  She  fought  to  keep 
them  dependant  upon  her  proteftion,  the  beft 
plan  which  could  be  advifed  for  retaining  them- 
in  peaceable  fubjeclion.  The  leaft  appear- 
ance of  a  military  fpirit  was  therefore  to  be 
guarded  againft^  and  although  a  war  then 
raged,  the  a£l  organizing  a  militia  was  difap- 
proved  of  by  the  miniftry.  1  he  regiments 
which  had  been  formed  under  itweredifband* 
ed,  and  the  defence  of  the  province  entrufted^ 
to  regular  troops-. 

The  difputes  between  the  proprietaries  ^nd 
the  people  continued  in  full  force,  although  a 
war  was  raging  on  the  frontiers.  Not  even 
the  fenfe  of  danger  was  fufficient  to  reconcile, 
for  ever  fo  fhort  a  time,  their  jarring  ihteretts. 
The  affembly  ftill  infifted  upon  the  juftice  of 
taxing  the  proprietary  eftates,  but  the  govern- 
ours  conftantly  refufedto  give  their  aflent  to- 
this  meafure,  wl.i^out  which  no  bill  could^ 
pafs  into  a  law.  Enraged  at  the  obftinacy, 
and  what  they  conceived  to  be  unj^ft  proceed* 
ings  of  their  opponents,  the  affembly  at  lefig?  v 
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determined  to  apply  to  the   mother   country 
for  relief.     A  petition   was  addreffed  to  the 
King   in  council^   dating  the  inconveniencies 
under  which   the  inhabitants  laboured,  from, 
the  attention  of  the  proprietaries  to  their  pri- 
vate interefts,    to   the  negled  of  the  general 
welfare  of  the  community,  and  praying  for 
redrefs.     Franklin  was  appointed  to  prefeut 
this    addrefs,   as    agent  for    the   province  of 
Pennfylyania,  and  departed  from.  America  in 
June  1757.    In  conformity  to  the  inftrudions 
which  he  had  received  from  the  legillature,  he 
held  a  conference  with  the  proprietaries,  who 
then  refided  in  England,  and  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  them  to  give  up  the  long  conteft^ 
ed  point.     Finding  that   they  would  hearken 
to  no  terms  of  accomrnodation,  he  laid  his  pe- 
tition before  the  counciK     Dur^ing  this  time 
governour  Ddnny  aflTenied  to  a  law  impofing. 
a  tax,  in  which  no  difcrimination  was  made  in, 
favour   of  the  eft^tes  of  the  Penn  family.— 
They,  alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  and  Frank- 
iin^s  exertions,  ufed  their  utmoft;  endeavours 
to  prevent  the  royal   fandlion   being  given  to 
this  law,  which  they  reprefented  as  highly  in- 
iquitous,  defigned  to  throw  the  burden  offup- 
porting  gOYernrpent  on  them,  and  calculated 
to  produce  the  moil  ruinous  confequences  to 
them  and  their  pofteiity.  <>  U  he.  caiufe  was  am- 
ply difcuffed   before  the  privy  council     The 
Peiins  found  here  fome.   ftrenuous  advocates  ; 
nor  were  there  wai^ting  fome  who  warmly  ef- 
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poufed  the  fide  of  the  people.  After  feme 
time  fpent  in  debate,  a  propofal  was  made^ 
that  Franklin  fliould  folenmly  engage,  that  the 
afleffment  of  the  tax  fhould  be  fo  made,  as 
that  the  proprietary  eftates  fhould  pay  no 
more  than  a  due  proportion.  This  he  agreed 
to  perform,  the  Penn  family  withdrew  their 
oppofition,  and  tranquility  was  thus  onee  more 
reftored  to  the  province. 

The  mode  in  which  this  difpute  was  termin- 
ated is  a  ftriking  proof  of  the  high  opinion  en- 
tertained of  Franklin's  integrity  and  honour,, 
even  by  thofe  who  confidered  him  as  inimical 
to  their  views.  Nor  v»^as  their  confidence  ill 
founded^  The  aflfcfTment  was  made  upon  the 
ftriftefl  principles  of  equity  ;  and  the  proprie- 
tary eftates  bore  only  a  proportionable  fhare 
of  the  expenfes  of  fupporting  government. 

After  the  completion  of  this  important  bii- 
finefs,  Franklin  remained  at  the  court  of  G.^ 
Britain,  as  agent  for  the  province  of  FennfyU 
vania.-  The  extenfive  knowledge  which  he 
pofiefiTed^c^the  fituation  of  the  colonies,  and 
the  regard  which  he  always  raanifefted  for 
their  iiiterefts,  occafioned  his  appointment  tO' 
the  fame  office  by  the  colonies  of  MaJfachu- 
fetts,  Maryland  and  Georgia.  His  condud, 
in  this  fituation,  was  fuch  as  rendered  him^ 
ftill  more  dear  to  his  countrymen.. 

He  had  now  an  opportunity  of  indulging  m 
the  fociety  of  thofe  friends,  whom  his  merits 
ha.d  procured   him  while  at  a  diflance.     The 
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regard  which  they  had  entertained  for  him 
"Was  rather  increased  by  a  pcrfonal  acquaint- 
ance. The  pppofition  which  had  been  made 
to  his  difcoveries  in  philofophy  gradually 
ceafed,  and  the  rewards  of  literary  merit  were 
abundantly  conferred  upon  him.  The  Roy- 
al  Society  of  London,  which  had  at  firft  re- 
fufed  his  performances  admiffioninto  its  tranf- 
aftions,  now  thought  it  an  honour  to  rank 
him  among  its  fellows.  Other  focieties  in 
Europe  were  equally  ambitious  of  calling  him 
a  member.  The  univerfity  of  St.  Andrew's 
in  Scotland,  conferred  upon  him  the  degree 
of  .Doftor  of  Laws.  Its  example  was  follow- 
ed by  the  Univerfities  of  Edinburgh  and  of 
Oxford.  His  correfpondenc^  was  fought  for 
by  the  moft  eminent  Philofophers  of  Europe. 
His  letters  to  thefe  abound  with^  true  fcience,r' 
delivered  in  the  moft  fimple  unadorned  man*-; 
nen 

The   province  of  Canada  was  at  this  time^ 
ih  the  pofTeflion  of  the  French,  who  had  orig- 
inally fettled  it.     The  trade  wit h^f^  Indians, 
for  which  its  fituation  was  very  convenient, 
was  exceedingly  lucrative.     The  French  trad-  I 
ers  here  found  a  market  for  their  commodi-  '' 
ties,  and  received  in  return  large  quantities 
of  rich  furs,  which  they  difpofed  of  at  a  high 
price  in  Europe.     Whilft  the  poflTeffion  of  this 
country  was  highly  advantageous  to  France, 
it  was  a  grievous  inconvenience  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  Britifh  coloni^Sv    The  Indians 


vmte  alinoll  generally  defirous  to  cuUivate  the 
friendfliip  of  the  French,  by  \yhoin  they  were 
abundantly  fupplied  with  arms  and  amn^uni- 
tion.  Whenever  a  war  happened,  the  In*, 
dians  were  ready  to  fall  upon  the  frontiers  ; 
and  this  they  frequently  did,  even  when  G» 
Britain  and  France  were  at  peace.  Frprn 
thefe  confiderafions^  it  appeared  to  be  thein* 
tereft  of  Great  Britain  to  gain  the  poffeflion 
of  Canada,  But  tiie  importance  offuchaa 
acquifition  was  not  well  underftopd  in  Eng- 
land. Franklin  about  this  time  pubKihed  his 
Canada  pamphlet,  in  which  he,  in  a  very  for- 
cible manner,  pointed  out  the  advantages 
which  would  refult  from  th^  conqueft  of  this 
province. 

An  expedition  againft  it  %as  planned,  and 
the  command  given  to  General  Wolfe.  His 
fuccefs  is  well  known.  At  the  treaty  in  174^1 
France  ceded  Canada  to  Great  Britain,  and 
by  her  ceflion  of  Louifiana,  at  the  rame  time 
relinquiflied  all  her  poffeflions  on  the  conti- 
nent of  America, 

Akhougb  Dr.  Franklin  was  now  principal- 
ly occupied  with  political  purfuitSv  he  found 
time  for  philafophical  ftudies.  He  (extended 
his  electrical  refearches,  and  niade  a  variety  of 
experiments,  particularly  on  the  tourmalin^ 
The  JSngular  prop^ties  which  this  ftone  paf- 
feffes  of  being  eledrified  on  one  fide  pofitiye* 
lyv  and  on  the  other  Begativelyvby  heat  alone, 
without  hitliQiiy  had  been  but  lately  obferved. 
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Some  experiments  on  the  cold  produGed  by 
evaporation,  made  by  Dr.  Guilen,  had  been 
communicated  to  Dr.  Franklin  by  ProfelTor 
Sim^ploa  of  Glafgov/.  Thefe  he  repeated, 
and  found,  that,  by  the  evaporation  of  either 
in  the  exhaufted  receiver  of  an  air  pump,  fo 
great  a  degree  of  cold  was  pi^roduced  in  a 
fummer- s  day,  that  water  w?is  converted  into 
ice.  This  difcovery  he  applied  to  the  folu- 
jtion  of  a  number  of  phenorneiia,  particularly 
a  fingular  fad,  which  philofophers  had  en- 
deavoured in  yain  fo  account  for,  viz.  that 
the  temperature  of  the  human  body,  when  in 
health,  never  exceeds  96  degrees  of  Farenheit^s 
thermometer^  although  the  atraofphere  which 
furrounds  it  may  be  heated  to  a  much  great- 
er degree.  This  he  attributed  to  the  increaf- 
ed  •  perfpiration^  and  confequent  evaporation 
produced  by  the  heat.     -     ' 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Small,  of  London,  dated 
in  May  1 7605  Dr.  Franklin  makes  a  number 
of  obfervations/ tending  to  (hew  that,  in  North 
America,  north  eaft  ftorms  begin  in  the  fouth 
weft  parts^.  It  appears,  from  aftual  pbferva* 
tion,  that  a  north  eall  (lorm,  which  extended 
a  confiderable  diftance,  commenced  at  Phila- 
delphia nearly  four  hours  before  it  was  felt 
at  Bofton.  He  endeavored  to  accoxint  for  this, 
by  fuppoilng  th^t  from  hes^t,  fpme  rarefacliot^' 
takes  place  about  the  pulph  of  Me-^ico^  th^t 
the  air  further  north  being  cooler,  rufhes  in, 
and  is  fucc^eded  by  the  cooler  and  denfer  m 
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ftill  farther  north,  and  that  thus  a  continued 
current  is  at  length  produced. 

The  tor^  prodiTced  by  rubbing  the  brim  of 
a  drinking  glafs  with  a  wet  finger  had  been 
generally  known.  A  Mr.  Puckefidgc,  an  1- 
rifhman,  by  placing  on  a  table  a  number  of 
glafles  of  different  fizes,  and  tuning  them  by 
partly  filfing  them  with  water,  endeavoured  to 
form  an  inltrument  capable  of  pkying  tunes. 
He  Was  prevented  by  an  untimely  end,  from 
bringing  his  inventk)n  to  any  degree  of  jper- 
fection.  After  his  death  fome  improveraents 
were  made  u'pon  his  platle  The  fweetnefs  of 
the  tones  induced  Dr.  Franklin  to  make  a  va- 
riety of  experiments  j  and  he  at  length  formed 
that  elegant  infliua^ent^  which  be  has  called 
the  Armcnica. 

In  the  fummer  of  1762  lie  returned  to  A^ 
i^erica.  On  his  pafliige  he  obferved  the  fin- 
gular  effect  produced  by  the  agitation  of  z 
VefTel,  containing  oil  floating  on  water.  The 
furfaee  of  the  oil  remains  fmooth  and  tindif- 
turbed,  whilfl:  the  water  is  agitated  with  the 
ntmoft  commotion.  No  fatisfadory  explana- 
tion of  this  appearance  has^  we  believe,  ever' 
been  given. 

Dr.  Franklin  received  the  thanks  of  the  af<- 
fembly  of  Pennfylvania,  "as  well  for  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  his  duty  to  that  province  in 
particular,  as  for  the  many  and  important  fer- 
vices  done  to  America  in  general,  during  his 
refidence  in  Great  Britain.''     A  compenfation 
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of  5,oool..  Pennfylvania  currency^  wai  alfo^ 
decreed  him  for  his  fervices  during  fix  year^» 

l>umg  his  abl5gnce  he  had  been  annually 
eleded:  membtr  of  the  affembly.  On  his  re- 
turn  to  Pennfyhania  he  again  took  his  feat  ill 
this:body  and'  Gontlnued  a  ft^ady  defender  of 
the  liberciea  of  the  people. 

In  December^  1762.  a  ciTCumftan<?e  \Thich 
caufed  great  alarm  in  the  province  took  place,. 
A  number  of  Indians  had  refided  in  the  <?oun^ 
ty  of  Larcafter,  and  conduced  themfekes  uni- 
formly as   fiiends  to   the  v^hite  inhabitants. 
Repeated  depredations  ca  the  .  froi^tiers   had^ 
^xafperated  the  inhabitanls  to  fuch  a  degree,, 
that  they  determined  on  revenge  upon  every 
Indi-an.     A>.numhet  of  p^rfons,  to  the  amount^ 
of  I  ao,  principally   inhabitants    of  Ddnnegafl^ 
and  Peckflang  or  Paxtori   townfliips  in  the- 
coUnty  of  York,  affembled  ;  and  niountcd  on 
liorfeback,  proceeded   to  the   fettlement    of. 
thefe  harmlefs  and  defencelefs  Indians,  whofc 
number  had  now   reduced   to  about  twenty. 
The  Indians   received  intelligence   of  the  at- 
tack which  was  intended   againft  them^  but 
difbelieved  it.     Confidfering  the  white  people, 
as  th^ir  friends,  they  apprehended  no   danger 
from  them.     \Vhen  the  party  arrived   at   the 
Indian  fettlemtnt,  they  found  only  fome  wo* 
Xuen  and  chiidren,  and  a  few  old  men,   the 
reft  being   abfent  at  work.     They  murdered 
all   whom   they  found,  amongft  otihers    the- 
chief  Shahaesji^  Y*^ho  had  been  always  diftin- 


guiflied  for  his  friendfliip  to  thcwfeit^*  ^  This 
bloody  deed  excited  much  indignation  in  the 
veil  difpofed  part  of  the  community. 

The    remainder  of  thefe  unfortunate  In- 
dians, who  by  abfcenee,  had  efcaped  the  maf- 
facre,  were  condua:fed  to  Lancafter,  and  lodg- 
ed ia  the  gaol,  as  a  place  of  fecurity.-    The 
governour   iffued  a  proclamation    exprefling^' 
the  ftrongcft  difapprobation  of  the  aftion,  of- 
fering a  reward  for  the  difcovery  of  the  per- 
petrators of  the  deed,  and  prohibiting  all  inju- 
ries to  the  peaceable  Indians  in  future.     But^ 
notwithftanding  this,  a  party  of  the  fame  men 
fliortly  after  marched  to  Laneafter,^  broke  open 
the  gaol,  and   inhumanly  butchered  the  inno- 
cent Indians  who  had  been-  placed  there  for 
Xecurity.     Anothei^   proclamation    vv^s  iflTued,: 
but  had  no  effeS;     A  detachment;  m^arched 
down  to  Philadelphia,  for  the  exprefs  purpofe' 
bI  murdering  fome  friendly  Indians,  who  had^ 
been  removed  to  the  city  for  fafety..    A  num- 
ber of  the  citizens  armed  in  their  defence*. 
The  Quakers,  whofe  principles  are  oppofed  to ' 
fighting,    evetti  in:  their   own  defence,  were 
mod  adive  upon  this  occafiom     The  rioters^ 
•came  to  Germantowno,    The  goyernour  fled 
for  fafety  to  the  houfe  of  Dr.  Erauklin,  who, 
with  fome  others,  advanced  to  meet  the  Pax- 
ton  boys,  as  they  were  called,  and  had  influx 
ence  enough  to   prevail  upon  them  to  relin- 
quifh  their  undertaking,  and  return  to  their:* 
•komes. 


The  difpules  between  the  pfoprietkries  atid^ 
the  affembly,  which  for  a  time,  had  fubfided, 
were  again  revived.  The  proprietaries  were 
diffatisfied  with  the  conceffions  made  in  favour 
of  the  people,  and  made  great  ftruggles  to  re- 
cover the  privilege  of  exempting  their  eftates 
from  taxation,  which  they  had  been  induced- 
10  give  up. 

In  1763  the  aflembly  pafled  a^  militia  billj,. 
to  which  the  govern.our  refiifed  to  give  his  aif. 
fent,  unlefs  the  aflembly  would  agree  to  cef- 
tain  amendments  which  he  propofed.-  Thcfe 
confided  in  increafmg  the  fines,  and,  in  fome 
^  cafes,  fubftituting  death  for  fines.  He  wiftied 
too  that  the  officers  fhould  be,  appointed  ako*- 
gether  by  himfelf,  and  not  be  nominated  by 
the  people,  as^  the  bill  hadpropoled.-  Thefs 
amendments  the  affembly  confidered  as  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty.  They  would- 
not  adopt  them  ;  the  governour  was  obftinate- 
and  the  bill  was  loft. 

Thefe,  and  various  other  circumftances,  in- 
ereafed  the  uneafinels  which  fubfifted  between; 
the  proprietaries  and  the  aflembly  to  fuch  z 
degree,  that,  in  1764,  a  petition  to  the  King 
was  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  praying  an  alter- 
ation from  a  proprietary  to  a  regal  government 
Great  oppofition  was  made  to  this-  meafure, 
not  only  in  the  houfe,  but  in  the  public  prints. 
A  fpeech  of  Mr.  Dickenfon,  on  the  fubjedl:, 
^^as  publiihed,  with  a  preface  by  Dr.  Smith, 
in  which  great  pains  were  taken  to  fhew  the 
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Sinproptiety  and  impolicy  of  this  proceeding. 
A  fpeech  of  Mr.  Galloway,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Dickenlon,  was  publiflied,  accompanied  with 
a  preface  by  Dr.  Frankiin  ;  in  which  he  ably 
oppofed  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  pre^ 
^'ace  to  Mr.  Dickenfon's  fpeech.  This  appli- 
.cation  to  the  throne  produced  no  effect.  The 
proprietary  government  was  ftill  continued- 

At  the  eleftion  for  a  new  affembly,  in  the 
fall  of  J  764,  the  friends  of  the  proprietaries 
made  great  exertions  to  exclude  thofe  of  the 
adverfe  party,  and  obtained  a  fmall  majority 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia..  Franklin  now 
loft  his  feat  in  the  houfe,  which  he  had  held 
for  14  years.  On  the  meetincj  of  the  affem-' 
bly,  it  appeared  there  was  ftill  a  majority  of 
Fianklin's  friends.  He  was  immediately  apw 
pointed  provincial  agent,  to  the  great  chagria 
of  his  ememies,  who  made  a  folemn  proteft 
againft  his  appointment  ;  which  was  refufed 
admiffion  upon  the  minutes,  as  being  unpre* 
x:edented.  It  was,  however,  publiflied  in  the 
papers,  and  produced  a  fpirited  reply  from 
him,juft  before  his  departure  to  England. 

The  difturbances  produced  in  America  by 
Mr.  Grenyitk's  ftamp-ad,  and  the  oppofition 
made  to  it  are  well  known.  Under  the  Mar- 
quis  of  Rockingham's  adminiftration,  it  ap- 
peared expedient  to  endeavour  to  calm  the 
minds  of  the  colonifts  ;  and  the  repeal  of  the 
odious  tax  was  contemplated.  Amongft  oth- 
f  r  meaias  of  coUedlag  information  on  the  dif- 


^pofition  of  the  people  to  iubmit  to  it^  Br. 
.Franklin  was  cailled  to  the  bar  of  the  hoxife  of 
common^s^  The  examination  which  he  here 
mnderwent  was  fublifhed,  and  contains  a  (Irifc- 
ing  proof  of  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  hi^  in- 
iformation,  and  the  facility  with  which  he  com» 
^municated  hi^  fentiments*  He  reprefented 
^fiafts  in  lb  flrong  a  point  of  vie w,  that  the  in- 
i^xpediency  of  the  a€fc  muft  have  appeared  clear 
n!0  every  unpTeJudiced  mind.  '1  he  aO:,  after 
dome  oppofition,  was  repealed,  about  a  year 
:2fcfter  it  was  enaded,  and  before  it  had  ever 
;been  carried  into  execAition^ 

In  the  year  1766,  he  made  a  vifit  to  Hol- 
iland  a^nd  Germany,  and  received  the  greateft 
marks  of  attention  from  men  of  Science.  In 
fhispaflage  through  Holland,  he  learned  from 
^the  waierman  the  effe£t  which  a  diminution  of 
^be  quantity  of  water  in  canals  has^  in  imped- 
ing the  progrefs  of  boats*  Upon  his  return 
^(o  Englari^,  he  was  led  to  make  a  number  of 
experiments  -;  all  of  which  tended  to  confirm 
4he  obferv^ation.  Thefe,  wifh  an  expianation 
of  the  phenomenon,  be  communicated  in  a 
letter  ^o  his  friend.  Sir  Jobn  Pringle,  which  is 
contained  in  the  volume  of  bis  pbilofophical 
pieces. 

In  the  following  year  he  travelled  intp 
France,  where  he  met  with  no  lefs  favourabte 
reception  than  be  had  experienced  in  G^rma* 
iij.  He  was  iiit reduced  to  a  number  of  iite* 
rary  charaSets,  and  to  ik^EcW^ylA)m^M^^. 
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Several  letters  written  by  Hutchinfoiii  Oliv- 
er, and  others,  to  perfons  in  eminent  ftations 
in  Great  Britain,  came  into  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Franklin. 

Thefe  contained  the  moft  violent  invec- 
tives againft  the  leading  charaders  of  the  date' 
of  Maffachufetts,  and  flrenuoufly  advifed  the 
profecution  of  vigorous  meafures,.  to  compel 
the  people  to  obedience  to  the  meafures  of  the 
miniftry.  1  hefe  he  tranfmitted  to  the  kgifla- 
ture,  by  whom  they  vf^ere  publifhed.  Atiefted 
copies  of  them  were  fent  to  Gieat  Britain, 
with  an  addrefs,  praying  the  king  to  difcharge 
from  office  perfons  who  had  rendered  them* 
felves  fo-  obnoxious  to  the  people,  and  who 
bad  lliewn  themfelves'  fo  unfriendly  to  their 
interefls.  The  publication  of  thefe  letters 
^produced  a  dud  between  Mr.  Whately  and 
Mr.  Temple  ;  each  of  v^hom  was  fufpeded  of 
bavin^g  been  inflrumental  in  procuring  them* 
To;  prevent  any  further  difputes  on  this  Tub- 
je£t,  Dr.  Franklin,  in  one  of  the  public  papers, 
declared  that  he  had  fent  them  to  America, 
but  would  give  no  information  concerning  the 
manner  ia  which  he  had  obtained  them  ;  nor 
was  this  ever  difcovered. 
,  Shortly  after,  the  petition  of  the  Mafiachu- 
fetts  aflembly  was  taken  up  for  the  examina* 
tion,  before  the  privy  councff.  Dr.  Franklin 
attended,  as  agent  for  the  aflembly  ;  and  here, 
a  torrent  of  the  mod  violent  and  unwarranted 
abuie  was  poured  upon  him  by  the  folicitor 


general,  Wedderburne,  who  tv^as  engaged  as 
council  for  Oliver  and  Hutchinfon,  The  pe- 
tition was  declared  to  be  fcandalous  and  vexa- 
tious, and  the  prayer  of  it  refufed. 

iMthough  the  padiament  of  Great  Britaia 
^ad  rcpeaTed  the  #amp  aft,  it  was  only  upon 
the  principle  of  expediency.    They  ftiU  infifted 
upon  their  right  to  tax  the  colonies  j  and,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  ftamp  zQ:  v  as  repealed^ 
an  a£t  ^$  paflfed,  declaring  the  right  of  par* 
Uatnentto  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  what^. 
foever.  ^  This  language;  was  lifed  even  by^  the 
moil  ftrenuQUs  ci>ppofers  of  the  ftairip  a£l  j 
and 5  among  otheT'S,  by  Mr.  Pitt.     1  his  right 
was  never  recognized ;  by  the  eolonifts  ;  bur^. 
as  they  flattered  themfelves  that  it  would  r\m 
be  ^xercifed,  they  were  not  very  aQ:ive  in  re-, 
monftr^ting  againfl  it.     Had  this  pretended  ^ 
right  been  fuffered  to  remain  dormant,  the col- 
lOx^fts  would  cheerfully  have  furnifhed   their 
q^ttota  of  fepplies,  in  the  mode  to  whieh  they? 
bad  been  accuilomed  ;  that  is,  by  a^s  of  theirr 
own  affemblies,  in  confequ^nce  of  requifitions 
from  the  feeretary  of  fcate.    if  this  praftice 
had  b^en  purfiied,  iuch  w^s  the  di^ofition  -of: 
the  colonies  towards  the  mother  country,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  difadvantages  under  which 
they  kboured,  from reftraintsupon  their tfi^ide, 
calculated  folely  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
mercial and  manufafturing  interefts  of  Great 
Britain,  a  feparation  of  the  two  countries  might 

have  bee%t  far  diftaat  event*    TJie  Amcri* 


cans,  from  their  eai^lieft  infancy,  were  taught 
to  venerate  a  people  from  whom  they  were  de^ 
fcended  ;  whofe  language,  law«,  and  nianners^ . 
were  the  fame  as  their  own^     They  looked  i 
up  to  them  as  models  df  perfeftion  ;  and,  in? 
their  prejudiced  minds,  the  moft  enlightened  > 
nations  of  Europe  were  c^nfidered  as  aimoft 
barbarians,  in   comparifon  with  Englifhmen, 
The  name  of  an  Englifliman  conveyed  to  an 
American  the  idea  of  every  thing  good  and^ 
^reat.     Such  fentiments  inftilled  into  them  in 
early  life,  what  but  a  repetition  of  unjuft  treat- 
ment could  have  induced  them  to  entertain  the: 
moft  diftant  thought  of  fepaTation  !  The  du- 
ties on  glafs,  paper,  leather,  painter's  colours^, 
tea,  &c.  the  disfranchifements  of  fome  of  the 
colonies  ;  the  obftrudion  to  the  meafures  of: 
the  legiflature  in  others,  by  the  King's  gov- 
ernors ;  the  contemptuous  treatment  of  their 
humble  remonftrances^  ftating  their  grievances 
and  prayir^g  a  ledrefs  of  them,  and  other  vio- 
lent and  opprefiive  meafares  at  length  excited  ? 
an  ardent  fpirit  of  oppofition^     Inftead  of  en- 
deavoring to  allay  this  by  a  more  lenient  con-- 
duft,  the  miniftry  feemed  refolutely  bent  up^ 
on  redueing  the  colonies  to  the  moft  jflaviffi 
obedience  to  their  decrees.     But  this  tended:^ 
only  %o  aggravate.     Vain  were  all  the  efforts 
made  ufe  of  to  prevail  upcm  them  to  lay  afide; 
their  defigns,  to  convince  them  of  the  imppf-- 
fibility  of  carrying  them  int'o  effeft,  and  of  the 
aifchievQus  confequences  which  mufl  cufee 
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from  a  continuance  of  the  attempt.  They 
perfevered,  with  a  degree  of  inflexibility 
fcareely  paiallelled. 

The  advantages  which  Great  Britain  derived 
from  her  colonies  were  fo  great,  that  nothing 
but  a  degree  of  infatuation,  little  lliort  of  mad- 
nefs,  could  have  produced  a  continuance  of 
meafutes  calculated  to  keep  up  the  fpiiic  of 
uneafmefs,  which  might  occafion  the  (lightefl: 
wifh  for  a  feparatioif.  When  we  confider  the 
great  improvements  in  the  fcience  of  govern- 
ment, the  general  diffufion  of  the  principles  of 
liberty  amongft  the  people  of  Europe,  the  ef- 
feds  which  thefe  have  already  produced  in 
France,  and  the  probable  confequences  which 
will  refult  from  them  elfewhere,  all  of  which 
arc  the  offspring  of  the  American  revolutiony 
it  cannot  but  appear  ftrange,  that  events  of  fa 
great  moment  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind 3. 
Should  have  been  ultimately  occafioned  by  the 
wickednefs  or  ignorance  of  a  Britifli  miniftry. 

Dn  Franklin  left  nothing  untried  to  prevail 
^pon  the  miniftry  to  confent  to  a  change  of 
meafures.  In  private  converfation,  and  in  let- 
ters to  perfons  in  government,  he  continually 
expatiated  upon  the  impolicy  and  injuftice  of 
their  condudl  towards  America  f^^ and  ftated,. 
that,  notwithftandipg  the  attachment  of  the 
colonifts  to  the  mother  country,  a  repetitioa 
pf  ill  treatment  muft  ultimately  alienate  their 
atreftions.  They  lift'ened  not  to.  his  advice. 
They  blindly  perfevered  in  their  own  fchemes> 
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^Xkd  left  to  the  colonifts  no  alternative,  but  op- 
pofition  or  unconditional  fubmiflion.  The  lat- 
ter accorded  not  with  the  principles  of  free-, 
dom,  which  they  had  been  taught  to  revere; 
To  the  former  they  were  compelled,  though 
•reludlantly,  to  have  recoarfe. 

Dr,  Frankh'n,  finding  all  efforts  to  reftore 
harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nies ufelefs,  returned  to  America  in  the  year 
1775  ;  jufl:  after  the  commencement  of  hoflil- 
ities.  The  day  after  his  return  he  was  eleded 
by  the  legiflature  of  Pennfylvania  a  Member  ot 
Gongrefs.  Not  long  after  his  eleftion  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed,  confiding  of  Mr.  Lynch, 
Mr.  Harrifon,  and  himfelf,  to  vifit  the  camp  at 
Gambridge,  and  in  conjundion  with  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  to  endeavor  to  convince  the 
troops,  whofe  term  of  enliftment  was  about  to 
expire,  of  the  neceffity  of  their  continuing  in 
the  field,  and  perfcvering  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country. 

In  the  fall  of  the  fame  year  he  vifited  Cana- 
da, to  endeavour  to  unite  them  in  the  com- 
mon caufe  of  liberty  ;  but  they  could  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  oppofe  the  meafures  of  the 
BritilTi  Government.  M*  Le  Roy,  in  a  letter 
annexed  to  Abbe  Fauchet's  eulogium  of  Dr» 
Franklin,  ftates,  that  the  ill  fuccefs  dt\  this  ne- 
gociation  was  occafioned,  in  a  great  degree  by 
religious  animofities,  which  fubfifted  between 
the  Canadians  and  their  neighbours,  fome  of 
whom  had  at  different  times  burnt  their  chapels. 

Q 


When  Lord  Howe  came  to  Ai]rienca,in  r  776, 
vefted  with  power  to  tr^^^at  .with  the  colonics, 
a  correfpondence  took  place  between  him,  and 
Dr.  Pranklin,  on  the  fttbje<a  of  a.reconciHatiom 
Pr,  Franklin  was  ^afterwards  appointed,  to- 
gether with  John  Adams  and  Edward  Rut- 
ledge,  to  wait  upon  the  commiffioners,  in  or- 
der 10  learn  the  extent  of  their  power,  Thefe 
were  found  to  be  only  to  grant  pardons  upon 
fubmiffion*  Thefe  were  ternis  which  would 
B^t  be  accepted  ;  and  the  obje£t  of  the  cam- 
anifiioners  co-uld  not  be  obtained. 

The  .momentous  queftion  of  Indepe-ndence 
was  fhortly  after  brought  into  view,  ;^t  ^  tim,e 
when  the  fleets  and  aimies,  which  were  fent 
to  enforce  obedience,  were  truly  formidable. 
With  an  army  numerous  indeed,  but  ignorant 
.of  difcipline,  and  entirely  unfldlled  in  the  art 
of  war,  v/ithout  money,  Avithout  a  fleet,  with- 
out  allies,  and  with  nothing  but  the  love  ot 
liberty  to  fupport  them^  the  colonifts  deter- 
inined  to  fepar;^te  from  a  cauntry,  from  which 
they  had  experienced  a  repetition  of  injury 
and  infult.  In  this  quefl;ion,,Dr.  Franklin  was 
deeids^Iy  in  favor  of  the  meafure  propofed, 
and  had  great  influence  in  bringing  over  oth- 
(crs  to  his  fentiments. 

The  pubjic  mind  had  been  fully  prepared 
for  this  eyenx,  by  Mr.  Paine*s  celebrated  pam. 
phlet.  Common  Senfe.  1  here  is  good  1  eafoJi  to 
believe  that  Dro  Franklin  had  no  inconfider^- 


ble  fliare,  at  leafl:  in  furniiliing  materials  for 
this  work.       .     ^  .     , 

In  the  convention  which  aiTerrrbled  at  Phila- 
delphia, in  1776,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftabli fil- 
ing a  new  form  of  government  for  the  ftate  ot 
Pennfylvania,  Dr.  Franklin  was  chofen  prefi- 
dent.  The  late  conftitutionof  this  ftate,  which 
was  the  refult  of  their  deliberations,  may  be 
confidered  as  a  digeft  of  his  principles  of  gov. 
ernment.  Ihe  fingle  legiflature,  and  the  piu- 
fal  executive,  feem  to  have  been- his  faA^ourite- 
tenets. 

In  the  laitter  end  of  1776,  Br.  Franklin  wan  = 
appointed  to  affift  in  the  negociations  which 
had  been  fet  on  foot  by  Silas  Deane^,  at'  the^ 
court  of  France,  A  conviSiori  of  the  advan«' 
tages  of  a  commercial  intercourfe  with' Amer- 
ica, aoid  defirt  of  weakening  the  Britifliempire' 
by  difmembering  it,  firft  induced  the' French^ 
ec^urt  to  liften  to  propofals  of  an  alliance.  But 
they  (hewed  rather  a  reludance  to  the  meaf-; 
ure,  which,  by  Dr,  Franklin's  addrefs,  and' 
particularly  by  the  fuccefs  of  the  American 
arms  againft  general  Burgotne,  was  at  length 
overcome  :  and  iri  February,  1/78,  a  treaty  of 
alliance,  offenfive,  and  defenfive,  was  conclud- 
ed ;  in  confequence  ot  v/hich  France  became 
involved  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Perhaps  no  perfon  could  have  been  found,- 
more  capable  of  rendering  eflential  fervices  to 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  than 
Dr,  Franklin.     He  waa  well  known  as  a  phi* 
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Idfopher,  and  his  chara£ler  was  held  in  i¥i^ 
higheft  eflimation.  He  was  received  with  the 
greateft  maiks  of  refpeO:  by  all  the  literary 
charafters  ;  and  this  refpeck  was  extended  a- 
mongft  all  claffes  of  men.  His  perfonal  infla- 
ence  was  hence  very  confiderable.  To  the 
efFefts  of  this  were  added  thofe  various  per- 
formances which  he  publifhed,  tending  to  ef- 
tablifh  the  credit  and  charafter  of  the  United 
States.  To  his  exertions  in  this  way,  may,  in 
no  fmall  degree  be  afcribed  the  fuccefs  pf  the 
loans  negcciated  in  Holland  and  France,  which 
greatly  contributed  to  bringing  the  war  to  a 
happy  conclufion. 

The  repeated  ill  fuccefs  of  their  arms,  arrd 
more  particularly  the  capture  of  Cornwallis 
and  his  army,  at  length  convinced  the  Bntifh 
nation  of  the  impoflibility  of  reducing  the  A- 
jnericaas  to  fubjeftion.  The  trading  intereft 
particularly  became  very  clamorous  for  peace. 
The  miniltry  were  unable  longer  to  oppole 
their  \viflies.  Provifional  ai  tides  of  peace 
were  agreed  to,  and  figned  at  Paris  on  the 
30th  of  November,  1782,  by  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Laurens,  oa 
the  part  of  the  United  States  ;  and  by  Mr. 
Ofwald  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  Thefe 
formed  the  bafis.ofthe  definitive  treaty,  which 
was  concluded  the  30th  of  September,  1783, 
and  figned  by  Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Jay,  on  the  one  part^  and  by  Mr.  Davi4 
Hartly  on  the  other* 
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On  the  3d  of  April,  1 783^  a  treaty  of  ami- 
ty and  GommerGe,  between  the  United  States 
and  Sweden,  was  concluded  at  Paris,  by  Dr. 
Franklin  and  the  Count  Von  Krutz. 

A  fimilar  treaty  with  Pruffia  was  concludedj 
in  1785,  not  long  before  Dr.  Franklin's  de- 
parture from  Europe. 

Dr.  Franklin  did  not  fufFer  his  political  pur- 
fuits  to  engrofs  his  whole  attention.  Some 
of  his  performances  made  their  appearance  \m 
Paris.  The  objea:  of  thefe  was  generally  the 
promotion  of  induflry  and  economy. 

In  the  year  1784,  when  animal  magnetifni 
made  great  noife  in  the  world,  particularly  at 
Parisy  it  was  thought  a  matter  of  iuch  impor- 
tance,  that  the  King  appointed  commiflioners 
to  examine  into  the  foundation  of  this  pre- 
tended fcience.  Dr.  Franklin  was  one  of  the 
number.  After  a  fair  and  dilligent  examina- 
tion, in  the  eourfe  of  which  Mefmer  repeated^ 
a  number  of  expeiiments,  in  the  prefence  o£^ 
the  commiffioners,  fome  of  which  were  tried 
upon  themfelves,  they  determined  that  it  was 
a  mere  trick,  intended  to  impofe  upon  the 
ignorant  and  credulous:  Mefmer  was  thus- 
interrupted  in  his  career  to  wealth  and  fame, 
and  a  moft  infolent  attempt  to  impofe  upom 
the  human  underftanding,  baffled. 

The  important  ends  of  Dr.  Franklin's  miiP- 
fion  being  completed  by  the  eftablifliment  of 
American  Independence,  and  the  infirmities 
of  age  and  difeafe  coming  upon  him,,  he  be- 


^ 
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came  defirous  of  returning  to  his  native  douii^ 
try.  Upon  application  to  Congrefs  to  be*  re- 
called, Mr.  JefterfGn  was  appointed  to  fucceed 
him,  in  1785.  Sometime  in  September  of  the 
fame  year.  Dr.  Franklin  arrived  in  Philadel- 
phia^ He  was  fhortly  after  chofen  member  of 
the  fupreme  executive  council  for  the  city; 
and  foon  after  was  elefted  prefident  of  the 
fame.  , 

When  a  Conrention  was  called  to   meet  ia' 
Philadelphia,  in  1787,  forthepurpofe  of  giv- 
ing  more  energy  to  the  government  of  the 
union,  by  revifmg  and  amending  the  articles  of 
confederation.  Dr.  Franklin  was  appointed  a 
delegate  from  the  Stat-e  of  Pennfylvania.     He 
figned  the  Conftitution  which  they  propo fed '^^j 
for  the  uniion,  and  gave  it  the  moft  unequivo--^ 
cal  m ar ks  of  his  approbation . 

A  fociety  of  political  inquiries,  of  which  Dr.- 
Franklin  was  Prefident,  was  eftabliflied  about^ 
this  period.  The  meetings  were  held  at  his'* 
houfe.  Two  or  three  efTays  read  in  the  fociety -^ 
w^cre  publiffied.     It  did  not  long  continue. 

In  the  year  17.87,  two  focieties  were  eftab- 
Hfhed  in  Philaeelphia,  founded  on  principles  of 
the  mofi:  refined  humanity  :  The  Phiiadelphia 
Society  for  aUeviatm^  the  miferies  of  public  prifons  \r. 
and  the  Pennfyln^ama  Society^for  prbntotin^  the 
abolition  of  flavor y^  the  relief  of  free  negroes  un- 
lawfully  held  in  ko-ndage^  and-  the-  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  the  African  race.  Of  each  of 
thefe  \^x.  Franklin  was  Prefident,     The  la- 
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■baurs  of  thefe  bodies  have  been  crowned  wath 
fuccefs  ;  and  they  continue  to  profecute,  with 
unwearied  diligence,  the  laudable  defigns  for 
which  they  were  efiabliflied. 

Dr.  Franklin^s  increafiiig  infirmities  prevent- 
ed his  regular  attendance  at  the  council  cham- 
ber ;  and,  in  1788,  he  retired  wholly  from 
pubh'c  life. 

His  conflitution  had  been  a  remarkably  good 
one.  He  had  been  little  fubjeft  to  difeafe,  ex- 
cept an  attack  0/  the  gout  occafionally,  until 
the  year  178 1,  when  he  was  firft  attacked  with 
the  fymptoms  of  the  calculous  complaint, 
which  continued  during  his  life.  During  the 
•intervals  of  pain  from  this  grievous  difeafe,  he 
fpent  many  cheerful  hours,  converfing  in  the 
mofl:  agreeable  and  inftrudive  manner.  His 
faculties  were  entirely  unimpaired,  even  to  the 
hour  of  his  death,. 

His  namey  as  prefident  of  the  Abolition  So- 
ciety, was  figned  to  the  memorial  prefcnted  to 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentives  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  12th  of  February,  T7 89,  praying 
them  to  exert  the  full  extent  of  power  vefted 
in  them  by  the  conllitution,  in  difcouraging 
the  traffic  of  the  human  fpecies.  This  was  his 
lafl:  public  afit.  In  the  debates  to  which  this 
memorial  gave  rife,  feveral  attempts  were  made 
tojuliify  thetra.de.  In  the  Federal  Gazette 
of  March  25th,  there  appeared  an  elfay,  fign* 
^ed  Hiftoricus,  written  by  Dr.  Fiaiiklin,  in 
5^hich  he  communicated  a  fpeech,  faid  to  have 


been  delivered  in  the  Divan  of  Algiers  in  16%']^^ 
in  oppofition  to  the  pra:yer  of  the  petition  of  a 
fe<5  calkd  Erika^  or  purifts,  for  the  abolition 
of  piracy  and  flavery.  This  pretended  Airi^ 
can  fpeech  Avas  an  excellent  parody  of  one  de- 
livered by  Mr,  Jackfon  of  Georgia.  All  the 
arguments  urged  in  favour  of  negro  flavery^ 
axe  applied  with  equal  force  to  juftify  the  plun^ 
dering  and  enflaving  the  Europeans.  It  af- 
fords, at  the  fame  timcja  demonftration  of  the 
futility  of  the  arguments  in  defence  of  the  flave 
trade,  and  of  the  ftrength  of  mind  and  inge- 
nuity of  the  author,  at  his  advanced  period  of 
life.  It  furniftied  too  a  no  lefs  convincing 
proof  of  his  power  of  imitating  the  ftyle  of 
other  times  and  nations,  than  his  celebrated 
parable  againft  perfecution.  And  as  the  lat- 
ter led  many  to  fearch  the  fcriptures  with  a 
view  to  find  it,  fo  the  former  caufed  many  per- 
fons  to  fearch  the  bookftores  and  libraiies,  for 
the  work  from  which  it  was  faid  to  be  extrad* 
cd.*  . 

In  the  beginning  of  April  following,  he  wa^ 
^attacked  with  a  fever  and  complaint  of  his 
bread,  which  terminated  bis  exidence*  The 
following  account  of  his  laft  illnefs  was  writ- 
ten by  his  friend  and  phyfician.  Dr.  Jones. 

"  The  ftone,  with  which  he  had  been  af- 
flided  for  feveral  years,  had  for  the  laft  twelve 
months  confined  him  chiefly  to  his  bed  j  and 

*  This  fpeech  will  be  four.d  in  the  volume  ef  Essays. 
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during  the  extreme  painful  paro:8:yfms,  he  was 
obliged  to  take  large  dofes  of  laudanum  t6 
mltigatehis  toitures  ;  (till,  in  the  intervals  of^ 
pain,  he  not  only  amufed  himfelf  with  reading : 
and  conveifing  with  his  family,  and  a  few 
friends  who  vifited  him,  but  vas  often  employ-- 
ed  in  doing  bulinefs  of  a  public  as 'well  as 
private  nature,  with  various  perfons  who 
waited  on:  him  for  thatpurpofe  ;  and  in  every 
inftance  difplayed,  not  only  that  readinefs"  and 
difpofition  of  doing  good,  which  was  the  dif- 
tinguillied  charaSeriftic  of  his  life,  but  the  full- 
eft  and  cleareft  polfeffion  of  his  uncommon 
mental  abilities  ;  and  not  unfrequeTitly  indulg- 
ed himfelf  in  thokjeuxd'  efprit  and  entertain- 
ing anecdotes,  which  were  the  delight  of  all 
who  heaird  him. 

*^  About  fixteen  days  before  his  death,  he 
was  feized  with  a  fe\rerifli  indifpofmon,  with- 
out, any  particular  fymptoms  attending  it,  till 
th€  third  or  fourth  dayv  when  he  complained 
of  ar  pain  in  his  left  breaft,  which  iticrealed  till 
it  became  ex^tremely  accute,  attended  with  a 
cough  and  laborious  breathing.  During  this 
ftate,  when  the  feverity  of  his  pains  fometimes 
drew  forth  agroaa  of  complaints^  he  would 
obferve,  that  he  was  afraid  be  drd  not  bear 
them  as  he  ought ;  acknowledged  hrs  grate- 
ful fenfe  of  the  many  blefiings  he  had  received 
from  that  Supreme  Being,  who  had  raifed  him 
from  fmall  and  low  beginnings  to  fuch  high 
rankatid  confideration  among  men  j  and  mude 
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no  doubt  but  his  prefent  affli£tions  were  kind- 
ly intended  to  wean  him  from  a  world,  int 
which  he  was  no  longer  fit  to  aft  the  part  at 
iigned  him.  In  this  frame  of  body  and  mind 
he  continued  till  five  days  before  his  deaths 
when  his  pain  and  difficulty  of  breathing  en^ 
tirely  left  him,  and  his  family  were  flattering 
themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  his  recovery.^, 
when  an  impofl:humation,  which  had  formed 
itfelf  in  his  lungs,  fuddenly  bur  ft,  and  dif- 
charged  a  great  quantity  of  matter,  which  he 
continued  to  throw  up  while  he  had  ftrengtli 
to  do  it  J  but,  as  that  failed,  the  organ  of  in^ 
fpiration  became  gradually  opprefled  ;  a  calm 
lethargic  ftate  fiicceeded,  and  on  the  J7th  of 
j?i.pril,  J  790,  about  eleven  o'clock  at  night  he 
quietly  expired,  clofing  a  long  and  ufeful  life 
of  eighty  four  years  and  three  months. 

"It  may  not  be  amifs  to  add  to  the  above 
account  that  Dr.  Franklin,  in  the  year  17351 
had  a  fevere  pleurify,  which  terminated  in  an 
abfcefs  of  the  left  lobe  of  his  lungs,  and  he 
was  then  almoft  fuflfocated  with  the  quantity, 
and  fuddennefs  of  the  difcharge.  A  fecond 
attack  of  a  fimilar  nature  happened  fome  years 
after  this,  from  which  he  foon  recovered,  and 
did  not  appear  to  fuffer  any  inconvenience  ia 
his  refpiration  from  th^fe  difeafes/* 
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THE   following   Epitaph   on   himfetf,   was 
written  by  him  many  years  previous  to  hi5> 
death  : 

THE  BODY 

of 

Benjamin     Franklin,     Printe?, 

(Like  the  cover  of  an  old  Book. 

Its  contents  torn  out, 

And  stpipt  of  its  lettering  and  gilding) 

Li€3  here  food  for  worms  ; 

Yet  the  work  itself  shall  not  be  lost, 

For  it  will  (as  he  believed)  appear  or.ce  mor€> 

In  a  hew 

And  more  beautiful  Ediiionj 

Corrected  and  Amended 

by 

The  Author, 


ExtraSls  from  the  lajl  Will  ^^i  Testament 
of  Dr.  'Franklin. 

WITH  regard  to  my  Books,  thofe  I  had  in 
France,  and  thofe  I  left  in  Philadelphia,  being 
now  affembled  together  here,  and  a  catalogue 
made  of  them,  it  is  my  intention  to  difpofe  c^ 
the  fame  as  follows  : 

My  Hiilory  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in 
fixty  or  feventy  volumes  quarto,  I  give  to  the 
philofophical  fociety  of  Philadelphia,  of  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  prefident.  My  collec- 
tion  in  folio  of  Les  Arts  and  Les  Metiers^  I 
give  to  the  philofophical  igciety,  eftabliihed  in 


New-England,  of  which  I  am  a  member;  My 
quarto  edition  of  the. feme  Jrts  and  A^etlers^l 
give  tp  the  Library  Company  of  Philadelphia. 
Such  and  fo  many  of  my  books  as  I  ihall  mark, 
in  the  faid  catalogue,  with  the  name  of  my 
grancifon,  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  I  do  here- 
by give  to  him  ;  and  fuch  and  fo  maiiy  of  my 
books  as  I  ftiall  mark  in  the  faid  catalogue  with 
the  name  of  my  grandfon  William  Bache,  1  do 
hereby  give  him  :  And  fuch  as  fhail  be  mark* 
ed  with  the  name  of  Jonathan  Williams,  I 
hereby  give  to  my  coufin  of  that  name.  The 
refidue  and  remainder  of  all  my  books,  manu* 
fcripts  and  papers,  I  do  give  to  my  grandfon 
William  Temple  Franklin.  My  (hare  in  the 
library  company  of  Philadelphia,  I  give  to  my. 
grandfon  Benjamin  Franklin  Bache,  confiding 
that  he  will  permit  \m  brothers  and  fifters  to 
lliare  in  the  ufe  of  itv 

I -was  born  in  Boflfbn,  New-England,  and 
ow^e  my  firft  infhudious  in  literature  to  the  free 
gram  mar  •  fchools  eftabltihed  there.  I  there- 
lore  give  one  hundned  pounds  ftej'ling  to  my 
exceuto-rsi  to  be  by  themi,  th^  furvivors  or  fur- 
vivorof  them^.  paid  Qver  to  the  managers  or 
direftors  of  the  free  fchools  in  my  native  town 
of  fioft'on,.to  be  by  them,  or  the  p^ifon'  or 
perfons  who  ihali  have  the  fuperintendance 
and  management  of  thie  faid  lehools,  put  out" 
to  intereft.  and  fo  continued  at  intereft  foi^ev- 
er  ;  which  intereft  annually  (hall  be  laid  out 
ia  filver  medals,  ^nd  given  as  boiiorary.  re^ 
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tvards  annuaHy,  by  the  directors  of  the  faid 
free  fchools,  for  the  encouragement  of  fchblar- 
ihip  in  the  faid  fchools,  belonging  to  faid  fbwn^ 
in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  difcretion  of  the  fe- 
^Icdmen  of  the  faid  town  fhall  feem  meet. 

Out  of  the  falary  that  may  remain  due  to 
tne,  as  prefident  of  theftate^  1  give  the  fum  of 
two  thoufand  {X)unds  to  my  executors,  to  be 
by  them,  the  furvivors  or  furvivor  of  them^ 
paid  over  to  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  the  le- 
giflature  of  this  Hate,  by  an  aO:  of  allembly, 
jfhall  appoint  to  receive  the  fame,  in  truft,  to 
Reemployed  for  making  the  Schuylkill  navi« 
•gable. 

During  the  number  of  years  I  was  in  biifi- 
'3iefs  as  a  ftationer,  printer  and  poftmailer,  a 
great  many  fmall  fums  became  due  to  me,  for 
books,  advertifements,  portage  of  letters^  and 
other  matters,  which  were  not  collected,  ivhen, 
in  1 757, 1  was  fent  by  the  affembly  to  England 
as  their  agent  ;  and  by  fubfequent  appoint* 
ments,  continued  there  till  1775;  when,  on 
iny  return,  I  was  immediately  engaged  in  the 
affairs  of  Congrefs,  and  fent  to  France  in  1776^ 
where  1  remained  nine  years,  not  returning  till 
1785  ;  and  the  faid  debts  not  being  demand- 
ed  in  fuch  a  length  of  time,  are  become  in  a 
manner  obfolete,  yet,  axe  neveithclefs  juftly 
'due  :  1  hefe,  as  they  are  Hated  in  my  great  fo- 
lio ledger,  E,  I  bequeath  to  the  contributors 
of  the  Pennfylvania  hofpital  ;  Loping  that 
thofe  debtors^,  and  the  defcendants  of  fuch  as 

K 


194  franklin's  .LIF€. 

aie  deceafed,  who  now,  as  I  find,  make  ?fome 
difficulty  of  fatisfyingfuch  antiquated  demands 
as  juft  debts,  4n ay  however  be  induced  to  pay 
or  give  them  as  charity  to  that  excellent  infti- 
tution^  I  am  fenCble  that  much  muft  inevita^ 
Jbly  be  joft  ;  bi^tj  hope  Ibmething  confidera- 
ble  may  be  recovered.  It  is  poffible  too  that 
fome  of, thp. parties  charged,  may Jiav.e  exifting 
old  unfettled  accounts  againft  me  ;  in  which 
cafe  ^he  managers  of  the  faid  .hofpital  will  al- 
low and  dedu(il  the  amount,  and  pay  the  bal- 
ance, if  they  find  it  againil  me, 

1  requeft  my  friends  /Henry  Hill,  Efq.  John 
Jay,  Efq.  Francis  Hopkinfon,  Efq.  and  Edward 
jDuffield,  of  Bonfielcl,  in  Philadelphifi, county, 
to  be  the  executors  of  this  my  laft  Will  and 
Teftarnent,  and  J  herehy  nominate  and  ap- 
point them  for  that  purpofe* 

I  would  have  mj  body  buried  with  as  little 
^cxpenie  or  ceremony  as  may  be. 

JPbfladelphia^  Jul^  17,  1783. 

Codicil. 

I  Benjamin  Franklin,  in  , the  foregoing  or 
annexed  lafl  Wiirand  Teftament,  having  fur- 
ther confidered  the  fame,  do  think  proper  to 
make  and  publifh  the  following  Codicil  or  ad^ 
4ition  thefeuxito',: 

It  ha,viiig  long  been  a  fixed  political  opinion 
of  mijie,  Ihat  in  a  dempcraucal  itate  ther^ 
ought  to  be  no  offices  of  profit,  /or  the  rea- 
fcns  1  had  given  in  an  article  of  my  drawing 
|n  pur  conftitution,  it  was  my  intention^  whej^ 


^n     r  -t  -n^  '■'  1  V>.  i.^ 


raizcepted  the  office  of  prefident,  to  devote  the 
a:ppointed  falary  to  fome  public  ufe;  Accord- 
ingly I  had  already,  before  I  nnde  my  laft 
Will,  in  July  laft,  given  large  fums  of  it  to  col^ 
leges,  fchools,  building  o-f  churches,  &c.  ahd^ 
ifi  that  Will  I  beqtieathed  two  thoufand  pounds 
more  to  the  ftate,  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
the  SchuyHvill  navigable  ;  but  underftanding 
fmce,  that  fueh  a  fum  will  d-o  bnt  little  towards 
accomplifhing  fuch  a  work,  and  that  the  pro- 
je£b  is  not  likely  to  be  undertaken-  for  many 
years  to  come  ;  and  having  entertained  anoth- 
er idea,  which  Ihope  may  be  found  more  cx- 
tenfively  ufeful,  I  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul 
the  bequfeft,  and  direflthat*  the  certificates  I 
have  for  what  remains  due  to  me  of  that  fala* 
ly-,  be  fold  towards  raifiiig  the  fum  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  be  difpofed  of  as 
lam  now  about^  to  order. 

It  has  been  an  opinion,  that  he  who  receives 
an  eftate  from  his  anceftdrs,  is  under  fome  ob- 
ligation to  tranfmit  the  fame  to  pofterity.  This 
obligation  lies  not  on  rtie,  who  never  inherited 
a  (hillin'g  from  any  anceftor  or  relation,  I 
fhall,  however,  if  it  is  not  diminifhed  by  fome 
accident  before  my  death,  leave  a  confider- 
able  eftate  among  my  defceridants  and  rela- 
tions. The  above  obfervation  is  made  mere- 
ly for  fome  apology  to  my  family,  for  my 
making  bequefts  that  do  not  appear  to  have 
any  immediate  relation  to  their  advantage. 


I  was.  born  in  Boflon,  New-England,  and? 
owe.  niy  firft  inflruSions  in  literature  to  the 
free  grammar-fchools  eftablifhed  there.  I 
have  therefore  confidered  thofe  fchools  in  my 
Will. 

But  I  am  lender  obligations  to  the  ftate  of 
Maflachufetts,  for  having,  unafked,  appointed 
me  formerly  their  agent,  with  a  handfome  fal- 
ary, which  continued  lome  years;  and  al- 
ihough  I  accidentally  loft  in  their  feivice,  by 
tranfmitting  Govemour  Hutchinfon's  letters, 
much  more  than  the  amount  of  what  they 
gave  me,j  do  not  think  that  ougbt  in  the 
lead  to  diminifn  my  gratitude.  I  have  con- 
fidered that,  among  artlfans,  good  apprentic- 
es are  mofl  likely  to  make  good  citizens  ;  and 
having  been  myfelf  bred  to  a  manual  art,, 
pmting,  in  my  native  town,  and  afterwards  af. 
fifted  to  fet  up  my  bufinefs  in  Philadelphia  by 
kind  loans  of  money  from  two  friends  there, 
which  was  the  foundation  of  my  fortune,  and 
of  all  the  utility  in  life  that  may  be  afcribed  to 
me  J  I  wiih  to  be  ufeful  even  after  my  death, 
if  polEble,  in  forming  and  advancing  other 
young  men,  that  may  be  ferviceable.to  their 
country  in  both  thefe  towns. 

To  this  end,  I  devote  two  thoufand  pounds 
fterlingvwhich  I  give,  one  thoufand  thereof  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  in  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  the  other  thoufand  to  the  in- 
babitants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphiaj  in  truft. 
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m  and  for  tbe  ufeSj  intents,  and  purpofes» 
herein  after  mentioned  and  declared. 

The  faid  fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling  if  accepted  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  towa- 
of  BoftonjihaUbe  m^anaged  under  the  direct 
tion  of  the  feleftmen,  united  with  the  minifter^ 
of  the  oldeil  epifcopalian,  congregational,  and' 
prefbyterian  churches  in  that  town^  who  are 
to  let  out  the  fame  upon  interefl  at  five  per 
cent,  per  annum,  to  fuch  young  married  artifi- 
cers, under  the  age  of  twenty  five  years,  as 
have  ferved  an  apprenticeffiip  in  the  faid  town,  - 
and  faithfully  fulfilled  the  duties^^  required  in. 
their  indentures,  fo  as  to  obtain  a  good  moral^ 
character,  from  at  leaft  two  refpeftaMe  citi^- 
zens,  who  are  willing  to  beconje  fureties  in  a^ 
bond,  with  the  applicants,  for  the  repayment 
of  the  money  fo  lent,  #ith  intereft,  according 
to  the  terms  herein  after  prefcribed  ;  all  which 
bonds  arc  to  be  taken  for  Spaniih  milled  dol- 
lars, or  the  value  thereof  in  current  gold  coin  :' 
And  the  managers  fhall  keep  a  book,  or  books, . 
wherein  fhall  be  entered  the  names  of  thofe 
who  fhall  apply  for  and  receive  the  benefit  of 
this  inftitution,  and  of  their  fureties^  together 
with  the  fums  lent,  the  dates,  and  other  necef- 
fary  and  proper  records  refpeding  the  bufmefs 
and  concerns  of  this  inflitution  j  and  as  thefe 
loans  are  intended  to  affift  young  married  ar- 
tificers  in  fetting   up  their  bufinefs,  they  are 
to  be   proportioned  by   the  difcretion  of  the 
managers,  fo  as  not  to  exceed  fxxty   pounds* 
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fterling  to  one  perfon,   nor  to   be   lefs  thail^' 
fifteen  pounds. 

And  if  the  number  of  appliers  fo  entitled^ 
jQiould  be  fo  large  as  that  the  fum  will  not  fuf- 
fice  to  affb-rd  to  each  as  much  as  might  other* 
\vife  not  be  improper,  the  proportion  to  each 
fhall  be  diminifhed,  fo  as  to  afford  to  ever]^ 
one  foitie  affiftance.  Thefe  aids  may  there- 
fore be  fm^ll  at  firft,  but  as  the  capital  increaf^ 
es  by  the  accumulated  inteteft,  they  will  be 
rnore  aniple;  And  in  order  to  ferve  as  many 
as  poffible  in  their  turn,  as  well  as  to  make 
the  repayment  of  the  principal  borrowed 
more  eaty,  each  borrower  flial I  be  obliged  t6 
pay  with  the  yearly  interefl:  one  tenth  part  of 
the  principal  which  fums  of  principal  and  in- 
tereil  fo  paid  in,  fnali  be  again  let  out  t<3>  frefh 
borrowers.  And  it  #  prefuiiied,  that  there 
\vill  be  always  found  in  Boftan  virtuous  and 
Benevolent  citizens,  willitig  to  beftow  a  part  of' 
their  time  in  doing  good  to  the  rifing  gener* 
ation^  by^  fuperintending  and  managing  this; 
ihftitution  gratis  ;  it  is  hoped  that  no  part  of^ 
the  money  will  at  any  time  lie  de^d,  or  be  di- 
verted to  other' purpofesi  but  be  continual! j^ 
augmenting  by  the  intereft,  in  which  cafe 
there  may  in  time  be  more  than  the  occafioii 
in  Bafton  fhall  require  ;  and  then  fome  may 
be  fparfed  to  the  neighbouring  or  other  towns 
in  thefaid  ftate  of  Maffachufetts,  which  may 
defire  to  have  it,  fuch  towns  engaging  to  pay 
punftually  the  intereft,  an<i  fuch  proportions 
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,«f  the  principal  annually,  to   the  inhabitants 
ot  the  town  of  Bofton  ;  if  this  plan  is  execut- 
ed, and  fucciseds,  as  prpjeded,  without   inter- 
ruption, for  one  iiundred  years,  the  fum   will 
be  then  one  hundred  and  thirty  one  thoufand 
pounds;  of  which  1  would  have   the   manag- 
ers of  the  donation  to  the  town  of  Bofton  then 
lay  out,  at  their  difcretion,.  one  hundred  thou- 
iand  pounds  in  public  works,  which   may  be 
judged  of  moil  general  utility  to    the  inhabit- 
ants ;  fuch    as  fortifications,  bridges,  acque- 
jduds,  public  buildings,  baths,  pavements,  or 
>¥hatever  may  make  living  in   the  town    more 
convenient  to   its  people,  and  render  it  more 
agreeable , to   ftrangers  reforting   thither  for 
health,  or  a  temporary  refidence.      The   re- 
.maining  thirty  one  thoufand  pounds  I  would 
have  continued  to  be  let  out  jat  intereft,  in  the 
manner    above    di reded,   for    one    hundred 
j^ars  ;  as  I  hope  it  will  have  been  found   that 
,the  inftitutipn    has  had  a  ^oodeffed   on   the 
condufl:  of  youth,  and  been  of  fervice  to  many 
worthy  charaders  and  ufefpl  citizens,.     At  the 
^end  of  this  fecpnd  term,  if  no  unfortunate  ac- 
^cident  has  prevented  the   operation,  the   fum 
.will  be  four  millions  and  fcty-one  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  ;,  of  which  I  leave  one  millioa 
and  fixty  one  thoufand  pounds  to   the  difpofi- 
,tion  and  management  o/  the  iphabitants  of  the 
town  of  Bofton,  and  the  three  millions  to  the 
^difpofition  of  the  government  of  the   ftate^ 
jiot  prefuming  to  carry  my  views  any  fathj^T^ 
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All  the  direftidns  herein  given  refpefting 
the  difpofitioh  and  management  of  the  dona- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  I  wdruld  have 
obferved  refpefting  that  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Philadelphia  ;  only,  as  Philadelphia  is  incor- 
porated, I  requeft  the  corporatidn  of  that  city 
to  undertake  the  management,  agreeable  to 
the  faid  dire£lions  ;  and  I  do  hereby  veft  them 
with  full  and  ample  pdwers  for  thai!  purpofe. 
And  having  confidered  that  the  covering  its 
ground  plat  with  buildings  and  pavements, 
which  carry  off  moll  rain,  and  prevent  its 
foaking  into  the  earth,  and  renewing  and  pu- 
xifying  the  fptings,  whence  the  water  of  the 
^ells  muft  gradually  grow  wotfe,  and  in  time 
t)e  unfit  for  ufe,  as  1  find  has  happened  in  all 
<>ld  cities  ;  I  recommend,  that,  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  hundred  years,  if  not  done  before, 
the  corporation  of  the  city  employ  a  part  of 
the  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  bringing  by 
pipes,  the  water  of  Wiffahickon  creek  into 
the  town,  fo  as  to  fupply  the  inhabitants^ 
which  I  apprehend  maybe  done  without  great 
difficulty,  the  level  ot  that  creek  being  much 
above  that  of  the  city,  and  may  be  made  high- 
^r  by  a  datn.  i  alfo  rec'ommend  making  the 
Schuylkill  completely  navigable.  At  the  end 
of  the  fecond  hundred  years,  I  would  have  the 
difi3ofition  of  the  four  millions  and  fixty  one 
thcufand  pounds  divided  between  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  cf  Philadelphia  and  the  gov- 
crnment  of  Pennfylvaniaj  in  the  fame  manner 
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as  herein  direfted  A^ith  rerpeft  to  that  of  the 
inhsbitants  of  Bofton  and  the  government  of 
Maffachufetts.  It  is  my  defire  that  this  infti- 
tution  ihould  take  place,  and  begin  to  operate 
within  one  year  after  my  deceafe  ;  for  which 
purpofe,  due  notice  {hbuld  be  publicly  given, 
previous  to  the  expiration  of  that  year,  that 
thofe  for  whofe  benefit  this  eftabUfhrnent  is* 
intended  may  make  their  rei])eftive  appHca- 
tions  :  And  I  hereby  dircdi  my  executorSj  the 
furvivors  or  furvivor  of  them;  within  fix- 
months  after  my  deceafe,  to  pay  over  the  faid 
fiimof  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling  to  fuch 
perfons  as  (hall  be  duly  appointed  by  the  fe- 
lectmen  of  Bofton,  and  the  corporatioar  of 
Philadelphia,  to^  receive  and-  take  charge  of 
their  refpeftiv^  fums  of  one  thoufand  pounds 
each,  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid.  Gonfidering 
the  accidents  to  which  all  human  affairs  and 
projeds  are  fubje£t  in  fuch  a  length  of  time^  I 
have  perhaps  too  much  flattered  myfelf  with  a 
vain^  fancy,  that  thefe  difpofitions,  if  carried 
into  execution j  will  be  continued  without  i^- 
terruptionvand  have  the  effe^Sls  propofed  ;;\f 
hope,  however,  that  if  the  inhabitants  of  the 
two  cities  fhould  not  think  fit  to  undertake 
the  execution,  they  will  at  leaft  accept  the  of- 
fer of  thefe  donations,  as  marks  of  my  good 
will,  token  of  my  gratitude,  and  teftimony  of 
my  defire  to  be  ufeful  to  them  even  after  my 
departure.  I  wifh,  indeed,  that  they  may  both 
undertake  to  endeavor  the  execution  of  my 
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proje^,  becaufe  I  think,  that  though  unf6re- 
feen; difficulties  may  arife,  expedients  m\h  be 
found  to  remove  them,  and  the  fch^me  be 
found  practicable.  If  one  of  them  acc:epts  the 
money  with  the  conditions,  and  the  other  re- 
fufes,  my  will  then  is,  tlxat  both:fums  be  giv-. 
en  to  the  iahabitants.of  the  city  accepting  j 
the  whole  to  be  apph'ed  to  the  fame^purpofeSj, 
and  under  the  fajne  regulations  diireivled  for 
the  feparate'  p^rts  j.and  if  both  reifufe,  the 
money  femains  of  courfe  in^the  mafs  oiF  my 
^(latte,  and  it  is  to  be  difpofedof  therewith, 
^ according  to  my  Will  m^e  the  feventeenth 
'^i^ay  of  July,  1788.. 

1   My  fine  crab-  tree  walking- (lick,  with  a  gold 

\  \fad  cixriouflj  w^roughti  fprni  of  the  cap 

of  Liberty,  1  give  to  my  friend,  andl  the  friend 

<^|vn?:ankinH,  General  Wafhington.     If  it  were 

a .  f?eptre,  he  has  merited  it,  and  would  be^ 
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